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LETTER LXXIII. 

July 25, 17— 

MY journey from Briftol to Chefter was 
very difagreeable, as it was acrofat 
the country, and through bad roads. When 
I got to that city, I met my fervants, to- 
gether with all my paraphernalia, plate, 
and every thing but the money I expefted 
for the overplus of my jewels. Mr. CaU 
craft wrote to me ; but he took no notice of 
what alone could have made his letter 
agreeable. As the epiftle is rather a curious 
one, I will copy it. Young gentjemen 
may learn from it how to write to their 
fweethearts. 

Chriji Jefus God, why do you keep m^ 

in this torment. If you will not write, 
" tell me fo, and make me completely mi- 
** ferable. I have had a letter from my 

VOL, IV. B " Lord, 
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** Lord, and have feen that to your maid ; by 
** which I find you are unalterable in your 
*' refolution'. I hate Hollwood, and every 
«' place which reminds me how happy I 
•* have been in your company. Caroline has 
" almoft broke my heart with fhewing me 
*' the fweet letter which accompanied your 
** fairing. Every body is made happy but 
me J but vexation and the gout will Toon 
relieve you from tlie man you hate. I 
have ordered the plate, your new fcdan, 
** and books to be lent you. I have fent 
you the parchment I have found, which 
I fuppofe is the counterpart of your 
annuity ; but depend upon it, I fhall not 
** think it fufficient for your fupport. Foj: 
" God's fake write to me, and be affured 
whilfl I have breath, I am affectionately 
yours. 

Signed, 
JOHN CALCRAFT." 
The parchment mentioned in the above 
letter, was that given me by Mr. Davy, the 
perfon who had lent me the five hundred 
pounds. It was a writing to fhow that I had 
only fold the annuity conditionally. Mr. 
Calcraft's barefaced meannefs in pretending 
to be ignorant of what he had before up- 
braided me withJ^:increafed, if poffible, my 
difguft and coaCiMpt. 

UnfortunatrfKwbr me, I kept thefe feel- 

mgs, with the Isqj^imes which occafioned 
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them, a fecret from every body but Lady 
Tyrawley. Whilft my former friend, the 
perfon who had fucceeded me in Mn Cal- 
craft's affeftion, propagated innumerable 
falfehoods againft me. As (he poflefied a 
fertile genius, fhe was able to clothe them 
with an appearance of plaufibility, which 
made them believed ; and my iilence gave 
her every advantage over me. My extra- 
vagance furniflied her with a fund of ca- 
lumny. Nor was this the worft. It was in- 
duftrioufly reported, that I entertained a 
partiality for a man I fcarcely knew ; and 
that this was the caufe of my leaving Mr» 
Calcraft. So improbable a ftory, I think, 
could hardly gain belief. For, had that 
been the cafe, I fhould certainly have ftaid 
in London, where my imagined lover was, 
rather than have removed to fo great a dif- 
tance from him. 

But to what lengths will not malevolence 
and the love of flander carry fome people I 
How finely, and at the fame time hov^jufily^ 
has Shakfpere defcribed this propenftty, in 
the following lines ! 



•Slander 



Whofc edge is fharper than the fword ; whofe tongue 
Out- venoms all the worms of Nile ; whole breath 
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Rides on the polling winds, and doth belle 
All corners of the world, kings, queens, and flates. 
Maids, matrons ; nay, the fecrets of the grave 
This viperous ilander enters *. 

Inftead -of being able to indulge my 
tender emotions, the mortification and dif- 
guft I had fo long been a prey to, entirely 
engrofled my thoughts. I had not even the 
ilighteft idea of forming another connection. 
Not that I thought myfelf debarred from it, 
by any ties that fubfifted between myfelf and 
Mr. Calcraft; for thefe were now perfeQly 
dillolved by his duplicity. Had I encouraged 
fuch a wifh, I could foon have extricated 
myfelf from all my difficulties, as there was 
many a competitor for my favour; particu- 
larly one of the firft and moft generous men 
in the kingdom. 

The packet not being ready to fail from 
Parkgatc, left I fliould forfeit the penalty of 
my articles, by not being at Dublin in time, 
I fet off for Holyhead. As I travelled by 
tnyfelf, I had leifure to indulge my melan- 
choly. I could not even help envying the 
happinefs of my fervants, in whofe bofoms 
cheerful innocence feemed to reign, whilft I 

f Cymbclinc, AQ III. Scene IV. 
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was tortured with tlie fevereft reflcftions. 
Thcfe arofe> not only from my unhappy 
fituation, but from the perfidy and ingrati- 
tude I had experienced from a man, who, 
vhilft he was pretending to regret my lofs, 
was, as I had been informed, abetting and 
inventing the mod hnprobable, and the 
falfeft reports of me. 

Among thefe, it was given out by them, 
that I encouraged the addrefles of a noble 
Lord, with whofe Countefs I had the honour 
of being upon terms of intimacy. Had I 
been inclined to gallantry, for this reafon, as 
well as upon account of his own deformity, 
that nobleman would have been the lalt man 
I (hould have chofen. They alfo carried 
their inveteracy fo far, as to engage a perfon 
who wrote for Dread, and is a difgrace to the 
navy, to fcandalize me in a fcurrilous pub-^ 
lication, not unlike Bellmen's Verfes^ 

In travelling to the Head, however dull 
and melancholy my days wcrej I had great 
entertainment in the evenings ; there being 
always fome perfon at the inns playing upoa 
the harp, the favourite inftrument of the 
Welch. And the ditties they played (eemed 
to fuit the gloomy temperature of my mind. 
When I arrived at Conway Ferry, the wind 
was fo high, that it was imprafticable to go^ 
over. I was therefore obliged to remain at 
the fcrry-houfe during the night. 

B 3 Here 
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Hefe I was neceflitated to fup in the fame 
rbom with all thofe who were forced, like 
myfelf, to take up their abode at the inn. 
There being but one room below flairs, and 
that, like the cobler's, ferving at once for 
•* parlour, for kitchen, and hall," we all 
fat together; only the parlour was divided 
from the kitchen by a curtain. And both 
were tolerably well filled. For befides my 
fait, which confifted of the two poftillions, 
a guide, two footmen, and three maids, 
the coni)pany was numerous. From the un- 
favourable appearance of the habitation, I 
was apprehenfive that my entertainment 
would have been as homely. But I was not 
only moft agreeably furprized with one of 
the bed fuppers I had ever fat down to at 
an inn, but with a fmall neat bed-room, and 
a very good bed, and every accommodation 
that could be hoped for in the beft inns on 
the road. And all this at fo trifling an ex- 
pence, that it was not to be imagined the 
people of thq houfe could get a reafonable 
profit. 

When I arrived at the Head, the packet 
was ready to fail. I found there a great 
number of people waiting to go over, but 
very few would venture, the fea being ex- 
tremely boiflerous. But as I neither wifhed 
for life, nor was apprehenfive of danger, 
it was very immaterial to me in what flate 
the fea was. I therefore went aboard^ and, 

by 
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by \vay of preeminence, was cooped up in 
what is called the ftate-cabin. This fituatioti 
was the means of my being more indifpofed' 
than I otherwife fliould have been. For 
during a ftorm, which lafted four days, I 
underwent the moft excruciating ficknefg. 
And this was augmented, by having nothing 
to drink but cold water. As the paffage is 
ufually made in a few hours, I had not thought 
it neceflary to lay in a fea-ftore. 

We landed at Dunlarny ; when I was fo 
much enfeebled by the fatigue I had under-; 
gone, that 1 was obliged to be fupported to 
the fhore. A coach was fent from Dublin 
to convey me to tlie boufe of a lady on Col- 
lege Green, with whom I had beep very in- 
timate. A& unpacking would take up more. 
time than I cTiofe to beftow upon it, 1 fet off 
immediately, without ftaying to change even 
my linen* And from the fituation I had 
been in for fbiir days, together with the un- 
eafy ftate of my mind, it muft be fupppfed 
thkt my appearance was not the molt bril- 
liant. 

My arrival having been hourly expeSed^ 
cilriofity bad induced many of the ftudents 
of the college to watch for my coming. I 
accordingly found the door of the houfe, at 
which I was to alight, crowded with them, in 
expectation of beholding a wonder. For it 
could not enter into the imagination of thofe 
young gentlemen, that any thing lefs than a 
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2LperfeB beauty had been fo general a topic of 
converfation, and the fubjeft of fo many 
poetical compliments from their predecef- 
jR)rs. 

One of my female domeftics was tolerably 
handfome ; fhe therefore, at firft caught their 
eyes ; but as (he had not that appearance of 
elegance which diftinguifties the gentlewo- 
man, the miftake was but momentary. At 
length I flepped out of the coach. The long- 
expefted phaenomenon now made her ap- 
pearance. But Oh, how different a figure 
from what their imagination had depiftured ! 
Fafhion to yourfelf the idea of a little dirty 
creature, bent nearly double, enfeebled by 
fatigue, her countenance tinged with the 
jaundice, and in every refpeCl the reverfe of 
a perfon who could make the leaft preten- 
fions to beauty. Such was I, when 1 pre- 
fented rpyfelf to the fight of the gazing 
crowd. And fo great and natural was their 
furprize and difappointment, that they im- 
ipediately vanifhed, and left me to crawl into 
the houfe, without admiration or molefta- 
tion. 

I fpent the evening at the Parliament- 
Houfe, where many of the feniors of the 
college, as well as the Provoft, were prefent. 
Others likewife came to fee the fright which 
bad excited the difguft of the curious in the 
morning. Nothing is fo favourable to an 
objeft as exaggerate difpraifc. For, with 

only 
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only the afliftancc of ablution, and in the 
tnoft fimple drefs, (fimplicity in my drefs 
being, as I have already obferved, my con- 
ftant adoption, except when finery was ab* 
fdutely needful, and I always^ fcorned ta 
owe any additioQ to art, which I difliked as 
much in the adornment of the perfon as of 
the mind) I made a more favpurable imprcP' 
fion upon the company than could have been 
expe8;ed« 

The next morning Mr. Moflbp came to 
congratulate me on my fafe arrival, as the 
violence of the ftorm had made him appre- 
henfive for my fafety . He informed me, that 
Mr. Woodward had been confined by a fever 
at Cork; notwithftanding which, as foon 
as he had heard of my engagement, he had 
fent the letter containing my promife of 
giving him the preference, to Mr. Barry, who 
had moft illiberally pofted it up in one of 
the prindpal coffce-houfes in Dublin. It 
might not be unneceflary to add here, that 
when Mr. Calcrafc was informed of this tranf* 
aftion, he fent to demand of Barry four hun- 
dted pounds he had lent him fome years be- 
fore. As' it was not ia Barry's power, Mr. 
Woodward was obliged to pay it for him. 
Thus was the latter punifhed for his indif- 
cretion with regard to my letter. 

I had fent my men fervants and the horfes 
back t6 London from Holyhead, as the in- 
convenience of bringing them to Dublin 

B 5 would 
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iv'ould have been great. Finding lodgings 
to be inconvenient, I took a feady-furnifhed 
Koufe in Frederick-ftreet. And as the theatre 
did not open for fome time after my arrival, 
I had an opportunity of feeing many ladies, 
"who favoured me with their recolleftion and 
intimacy. My old acquaintance, Mr. Crump, 
with whom I had always dealt for Irifh lin- 
ens, after my 'mother had declined that ar- 
ticle, came to pay his refpefts to nie. And 
af he was an univerfal merchant, I ordered 
of him wine, and what other things I want- 
ed. He had entered into a conneftion in 
trade with a perfon, whofe name was Hofea 
Coates. This man was of a rude, turbulent 
difpofition, and greatly attached to Crow- 
ilreet theatre, in which he had feveral Ihares; 
he confequently dreaded my fuccefs. 

Upon the opening of the theatres, the la- 
dies of Dublin divided themfelves into dif- 
ferent parties, making a point to fupport, 
with their utmoft intereft, the houfe they 
.attached themfelves to. Ladies Kildare, 
Brandon, Leinfter, Powerfcourt, and the 
Honourable Mifs Caufield, with many other 
refpeQablc perfonages, profefled themfelves 
the patroneffes of Moffop and myfelf. And, 
indeed, I muft attribute a great part of the 
fuccefs we met with, to their partiality ; the 
company in Crow-ftreet being infinitely 
ftronger than ours. That confided of Bar- 
ry, Woodward^ Abington, and Fitzhenry, 

befides 
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bellies fome good fcconds. Aniongthefel 
include Mrs. Dancer, who was by no means 
looked upon as capital then. 

As for our troop, it always put me it» 
mind of Sir John Falftaff's ragged regiment^ 
a part of which he had robbed the gibbets 
of. We were, however,^ joined, fome fhort 
time after, by Mr. Brown, who had merit in 
comedy; and by Mr. Digges, who was a 
great favourite in Dublin, particularly among 
the ladies. As the latter will make a prin- 
cipal figure in the fubfequent part of my 
hiftory, it will be neceffary to give a fhort 
dcfcription of him. He is bleft with ta- 
lents, is a fine figure, his face is^ handfome, 
and he has the art of perfuading thofe with 
whom he converfes, that he is the beft of 
men. Through my intimacy in the Dela- 
war family, I learned that he had been ill- 
created by his uncle, and pitied him much ; 
but as hh charafler was univerfally known to 
be that of a man of gallantry^ I declined 
admitting him as a vifitor. 

This was the ftate of our company, and 
Kkcwife of the parties of the ladies, who car- 
ried their partiality to the moft extravagant 
lengths. I appeared in Belvidera. But was 
by no means fo well received in it as I had 
formerly been. This hurt me greatly, as I 
did not give myfdf time to confider, that I 
then had no competitor ; and now I was left 
to ftand alone againft the united force of a 

B 6 ^ company^ 
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company, which would have done credit to 
a London theatre. We, however, more than 
ihared the public favour. 

Mr. MofTop revived *^ The Orphan of 
*' China," which had fucceeded at Drury- 
Lane the winter before. The drefles, in 
which he and myfelf were, to perform, came 
from London. But how to manage, with 
regard to thofe of the reft of the charaflers, 
was a difficulty hardly to be got over. As 
the manager had quarrelled with Tracey, 
the taylor, credit was no more to be had 
than money. And if the piece could not be 
got up fo as to anticipate the other houfe, 
we had very little chance of rivalling them 
in it ; all their decorations, clothes, &c. being 
expcfted from London, and having been 
already puffed away in all the papers, in the 
mofl oflentatious manner. 

At length I prevailed upon Tracey, not 
only to make and expedite the dreffes, but 
likewife to find the materials. We rehearfed 
three times a day, and after having taken 
the mofl indefatigable pains, got the piece 
ready for reprefentation in lefs than a week. 
We accordingly were able to perform it be- 
fore the proprietors of Crow-ftreet, and got 
eight great a'^.diences, ere the finery they fo 
much boafted of arrived. This manoeuvre 
proved a fore difappointment to the expefta- 
tions of the gentry of the other houfe, who 
were thereby prevented from reimburfing 

their 
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their cxpcnces, which, I was informed, were 
very conQderable. 

Mr. Digges» who had marked me for a con^ 
queft, fighed at a diftance, and covered his 
vanity with fuch awful refpeS, that I ima- 
gined the charaQer I had heard of him was 
not a juft one. He, at length, through the 
introdu^ion of a female acquaintance of 
mine, got admittance to my houfe as a vi- 
fitor. And as he was really the accomplifli- 
ed gentleman and an entertaining compa- 
nion, it was impoffible to refill being plea fed 
with his company. For a while he afFefled 
to fmother his paflion. But in a fhort time 
after, being really ill, or pretending to be 
fo, he wrote to me, and declared that love 
for me was the caufe of it. Impelled by an 
irrefiftible fatality, I read his letters. And 
a circumftance foon after happened, which 
helped to forward the attainment of his 
wifhes, 

G. A. B^ 
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July 31, 17— 

TVyTY bill, for wine and other articles, had 
-*'^-*- of Mr. Crump, amounted to four hun- 
dred pounds, two of which I had paid ; and 
intended fettling the whole at my benefit, 
which I thought would be in good time* 

For 
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For though I received fifty guineas a week^ 
yet through the extravagance of my fervants, 
and my own tHoughtleffnefs, I had not a gui- 
nea before hand. But to my great fiirprife 
I heard that Mr. Crump had failed, and 
that Coates had taken poHcflion of his cfFefls^ 
books, &c. 

'* Coriolanus" was befpoke, and Mr. Mof- 
fop had the agreeable profpeft of a fubfcrip- 
tion for fix plays, which would enable him 
to pay the performers. For not one of them 
was regularly paid but myfelf, though by 
what means he expended his money I could 
not imagine. As I went one day as ufual to 
the rehearfal, I obfcrved a mean-looking fel- 
low run by the fide of my chair. I called, 
in my way, upon a lady. Still the fame man 
was my attendant. Having no fufpicion of 
any danger from him, I attributed it to the 
beauty of my fedan; which, indeed, attract- 
ed every eye. 

I had fome company at dinner, which 
made it rather later than ufual when I let 
out for the theatre. As my chairmen enter- 
ed Damafk-ftreet, the man who had follow- 
ed me in the morning knocked at the front 
window of my chair, and, when I had let it 
down, fhowed me a hit of paper. Upon my 
enquiring what it was, he told me it was a 
writ for the two hundred pounds I owed 
Coates, aij] fucceflbr to Crump's affairs, and 
infifted that X Ihould go with him. I told 

him 
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him he ihould have the money, if he woulc) 
go to the theatre, and that I would likewife 
make him a handfome prefent for the per- 
miflion. But this he would not confent to 
do; as, he faid, he had particular orders 
from the plaintiflF to the contrary. 

This being the cafe, I madfc a virtue of 
neceffity, and went with him to a houfe in 
Skinner-row. When I got there, I fent for 
Coates; but he was not to be found. The 
oflBcer now candidly told me, that the inten- 
tion of taking me in the evening was, to 
prevent my appearing at the theatre that night. 
He had been particularly warned, he faid, 
not to arreft me in the morning, as they were 
well aflured I fhould have paid the debt, and 
by that means have difappointed their pur^^ 
pofe. It was two o'clock in the morning be- 
fore the plaintiff could be met with, and as 
he had given orders that the affair (houtd 
only be fettled by himfelf, I was obliged to 
wait with patience his coming. Mrs. Mol- 
loy and Mifs Ly'U vifited me in my durance^ 
and I believe the officer's houfe was never fa 
graced before. 

Mrs. Uflier had been obliged to read my 
part. As foon as the play was over, Mr* 
Moffop came to me. And I was vaflly ap- 
prehenfive that he would have caned Coates. 
This was what the man feemed to wifh, for 
fuch a vulgar impertinent I never heard be- 
fore. He had the impudence to tell us, 

that 
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that he knew he (hould eafily have got the 
jmoney, but he wifhed to prevent my playing 
that night. '* Every thing/' continued he> 
** is fair, where interefts clafli." 

When Mr. Digges found me in this fitua- 
tion, he was like a diftrafled man. His firft 
bufinefs was to give a moft fevere chaftife- 
ment to Coates ; which, together with fome 
other embarraffments in his private affairs, 
obliged him to leave Dublin. Before he 
ivent, he wrote to me, earneftly requefting 
to fpeak with me. I confented. When his 
attrafliens, his fufferings, gratitude, pity> 
and a predileftion in his favour, all joined 
to induce me to enter into ^ Jerious connec- 
tion with him. This, though not binding 
by the laws of the country to a perfon of 
iny religious perfuafion, was notwithftand- 
ing valid to all intents and purpofes. And 
the connexion, in confequence, made us 
mutually unhappy, during the two years we 
lived together. 

I was, I think, to be unhappy in every uni- 
on I formed. Whether this arofe from the 
contrarieties naturally attendant on love, fo 
truly defcribed by Shakfpere in the following 
beautiful lines, or from fome other caufe, I 
will not pretend to fay^ 

— T-For aught that ever I could read. 
Could ever hear my tale or hiilory. 

The 
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The courie of true love never did run fmooth ; 
But either it was different in blood ; 
Or ^\Ct mifgrafted in refped of years ; 
Or elfe it flood upon the choice of friends ; 
Or if there were a fy mpathy in choice. 
War, death, or ficknefs, did lay fiege to it ; 
Making it momentary, as a found ; 
Swift as a fhadow ; fhort as any dream ; 
Brief as the lightning in the collied night *• 

I received, about this time, a letter from 
Mr. AJderman Cracroft, my attorney in Lon- 
don, informing me, that Mr. Davy's attor- 
ney had orders to fue me for the arrears due 
upon my annuity; unlefs I fent him a power 
of attorney to enable him to make a lawful 
claim upon Mr. Calcraft, who had refufed 
to pay it. As I had made no doubt but that 
it had been regularly paid, I was doubly 
angry at his meannels in having in his letter 
pretended ignorance of the affair. I there- 
fore immediately figned the writing that 
was fent me, and forwarded it to London by 
the firft poft. I afterwards heard, that 
upon Mr. Calcraft's treating the perfon who 
made the demand, very cavalierly, he was 
arrefted. Hurt at fuch an indignity offered 
to a man of his great confequence, he threw 
the caufe into chancery, where it remained 
hung up during Mr. Davy's life, who was 

• Midfummer's Night Dream, A 61 1. Scene I. 

too 
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too Opulent and too indolent to carry on the 
fuit. 

I remained in Dublin till the middle of 
the fummer. And Mr. Moffop not being able 
to pay me the whole of what he had engag- 
ed for, I was obliged to borrow four hun- 
dred pounds, before I could leave the king- 
dom. After I landed in England, I was taken 
fo ill at Chefter, that I was confined for feve- 
ral days. I had the happinefs tp come oyer 
with two ladies, who were very attentive tQ 
me, and who were kind enough to delay 
their journey, in order that we might travel 
to town together. 

When I was tolerably recovered, thefe 
ladies perfuaded me to go with them to the 
concert. There I met Mr. Crump. As I 
had not feen him, or heard any thing from 
him, fince my being arretted for the debt 
due to him, it was natural for me to fup- 
pofe that he not only knew of the affair, but 
was confenting to it. I accordingly, when 
he faluted me with his ufual cordiality, 
could not help expreffiilg'my furprife at it. 
An explanation took place ; iriimediately 
after which, he abruptly left the room, 
and, as I have fltice heard, fet off for Dub- 
lin, where he endeavoured to revenge him- 
felf upon Coates. But he was difappointed 
in this, for Coates having received fome in- 
timation of his defign, and dreading his re- 
folution^ to avoid his fury, fet oiF for Eng- 
land. 
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land. And in a fhort time after, this much 
injured man, who had before given Ibmc 
proofs of infanity, died raving mad. 

Upon my arrival in London, my health 
not being perfeftly reftored, I went to my 
former lodgings at Chelfea, from thence I 
wrote to Mr. Cracroft, informing him that 
I would be with him in a few days. I was 
indebted to this gentleman a very confider- 
able fum ; and he had expreffed fome dif- 
pleafure in a letter *he wrote me, upon ac- 
count of my leaving the kingdom, without 
acquainting him with my defign. I own I 
was unpardonable in not doing it; and the 
more fo, as I was very intimate with his lady 
and family. 

When I waited on the Alderman, he afked 
me whether I had any engagement at the 
theatre. To which I anfwered in the nega- 
tive; adding^ that I could not attempt to 
make one, till my affairs were fettled. He 
faid, it would be very difficult to do that; 
as the amount of what I owed was more than 
he believed I thought it. I had made no 
doubt but that Mr. Calcraft had appropriated 
the overplus arifing from the fale of my 
jewels to the payment of my debts, as far 
as it would go, and I concluded that might 
amount to near four thoufand pounds. Thtf 
workmanfhip of fome of them was fo ex-* 
tremely curious, that it muft have infured 
the fale of them^ and that at a very good 

price. 
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price* There was among them a windmill, 
which, upon being wound up, went for three 
hours; and a cap fet in a ftyle peculiarly 
elegant. 

How great then was my aftonifhment, 
when I was informed \yy the Alderman, that 
they had been delivered to Mr. Jeffries, a 
fword cutler, in the Strand, who had broke 
them to pieces by order of Mr. Calcraft, 
and that the money arifing from them only 
amounted to eleven hundred pounds. As I 
had delivered Mr. Calcraft the receipts, which 
were for more than fix thoufand pounds, and 
they had been purchafed of perfons of re- 
putation in that bufinefs, I could not ac-* 
count for the manoeuvre. I therefore de- 
fired him to write to Mr. Calcraft upon the 
fubjeft. 

Mr. Cracroft now proceeded to inform me, 
that he had received a lift of my debts from 
Clifford, (who had left me upon account of 
her being married,) and that they amounted 
to ten thoufand, three hundred pounds. My 
courage now forfook me; I had httle to 
hope from Mr. Calcraft, who, in this laft 
inflance, had not only fhown himfelf to be 
cruel, but di/honeji, in the ftriflefl fenfe of 
the word. The Alderman then feemed to 
hint, at my taking the benefit of an aft of 
infolvency, which was at that time in agi- 
tation. I own I never felt myfelf degraded 
till that moment. The bare fuppofition of 

fuch 
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fuch a ftep made me fo ill, that I was un* 
able for fome minutes to anfwer him. 

When I was a little recovered, I informed 
him that I was incapable of fuch a thought. 
In me, I faid, it would be the blacked fraud; 
as mine were debts which had been contra£led 
from extravagant thoughtleifnefs, and not like 
thofe of the fair trader, which were general- 
ly the confequences of lofles or misfortunes. 
1 added, that I was determined to throw 
myfelf upon the mercy of my creditors, to 
whomj if they would allow me time, I would 
make all the reparation in my power, by 
giving up to them the whole of my falary, 
referving only my benefit for my own fup- 
port. 

This refolution the alderman applauded 
in the warmeft terms. He faid, that he had 
hinted at the meafure, merely to make a 
trial of my probity. And fmce I had fo 
nobly fcorned to clear myfelf by fuch an un- 
juft method, he would draw up for me a 
letter of licence, which he had no doubt 
but every creditor, as well as himfelf, would 
fign; and not only do that, but afford me 
fupport to the utmoft of their power. He 
accordingly fulfilled his promife, and ad- 
vanced me fome money for my prefent exi- 
gencies. 

Mr. Rich received me with open arms; 
and my engagement being figned, I was fo 
far eafy. My letter of licence was likewife 

figned 
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figned in a few days by all my creditors but 
one; who declared fhe would never proceed 
to any violent meafure for the recovery of 
the debt, but having made a folemn promife 
never to fign any paper whatever, fhe could 
not fet her hand to mine. 

Mr. Digges I found was gone into Wales 

to wait for my return ; it being inconvenient 

for him to crofs the water, he could not go 

to Ireland to accompany me the whole way. 

Whilft he was waiting near the head, (for, 

from my returning by way of Chefter he 

had miffed me,) he was informed that a 

nobleman had paffed through the town, on 

his way to London, with an aftrefe ; being 

told that the lady was a little black woman, 

9nd that (he went on feemingly againft her 

confcnt, Mr. Digges inftantly Concluded it 

muft be me. He accordingly, like a true 

Don Quixote, fet off after them, in order to 

refcue his dulcinea from the hands of her 

ravifher. He could not overtake them till 

he got to Holywell, where he was informed 

they were in bed. His fears however wer© 

a litde alleviated, by hearing that they flept 

in feparate apartments. I^e waited with the 

utmoft impatience till they arofe ; when he 

difcovered that the perfon who had caufed 

this alarm, was no other than Lord Ferrers, 

who had been to Ireland, to prevent his 

fugitive fiftcr from going on the ftage, and 

was now returning with her to London* As 

the 
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the defcription Mr. Digges had received of 
the lady anfwered in every particular to mine, 
the miftake was natural ; and happy to find 
it was not the perfon he expe£led^ he made 
direflly for town. 

Paying a vifit one evening to Lady St. 
Leger, I obferved a lady with a pair or my 
bracelets upon her arms; I could not be 
deceived, as they had on them the letters 
G. A. B. in diamonds^ and with the fame 
letters likewife in blue enamel, and were fet 
round with brilliants. Maifoneuve had 
charged me two hundred and forty pounds 
for them. Having been informed by Mr. 
Cracroft that all ray jewels had been taken 
to pieces, I could not help obferving to the 
lady, that (he did me too much honour in 
wearing my cypher. Upon which it came 
out, that Mr. Calcraft had made her a pre- 
fcnt of them. I further learnt, that my .good 
friend before-mentioned, had received as a 
prefent from that gentleman, my beft dia- 
mond ear-rings, which coft me five hundred 
and feventy poimds of the fame jeweller; 
together with many other valuable ones; 
among which was my pink diamond ring, a 
gem of fo rare a kind as not be matched. 

Their being fent to a filverfmith's to be 
unfet, was now eafily accounted for. It is 
very well known, that pawnbrokers never 
lend near half their value on diamonds, the 
iafhion of them changing fo often. Confe- 

qucntly. 
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quently, Bibby would not have advanced me 
two thoufand pounds upon what fold for 
eleven hundred. As foon as I had made this 
difcovery, I ordered a fuit to be commenced 
againft Mr. Calcraft for the whole value, 
which was fettled amicably the March fol- 
lowing. But that did not annihilate the in- 
tended injury. 

Can any refleftions which may drop from 
my pen, in the courfe of thefe Memoirs, 
upon the conduft of a man capable, of fuch 
an aft of dijhomjiy^ even at the time he was 
pretending to have the greateft regard for 
me, be thought to favour too much of afperi- 
ty ? I am too well convinced of your can- 
dour, to fuppofe you will think they do. 
Nor will . the world, I dare fay, after they 
are hereby informed of the truth, which has 
never till now reached them. The detefta- 
tion I entertained for him, after fuch repeat- 
ed proofs of duplicity, was well founded. 
And I muft furely ftand acquitted in the eyes 
of every impartial perfon, for not renewing 
a connection with one, whofe heart was 
fafhioned of fuch fluff, as I have in the pre- 
ceding pages defcribed it> with the ilrifteft 
jufticej to be. 

G. A. B. 
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LITTER LXXV. 

Auguft 6, i 7^ 

WHEN the feafon began, I took a boufe 
in Jermyn-ftrect ; and by a moft for- 
tunate political event, I was enabled to live in 
a degree of elegance little inferior to what 
1 had been accuftomed to. Mr. Digges had 
embarrafTed bifpfelf, both in England and 
Scotland, for a woman he had formerly been- 
connefled with. This, with our living fepa* 
rately, doubled my expences. And the latter 
fubjefled me to folicitations, to which every 
woman who has been fuppofed to make one 
in the gay world is liable. A great part of 
this, 1 indifcreetly drew upon myfelf, by not 
making known to the world the reafons of 
Calcraft's treacherous conduft. Had 1 done 
fo, the liberal part of mankind would have 
pitied me. 

Among the competitors for my favour, 
which were numerous, there was one who 
aflually offered me ten thoufand pounds to 
be admitted as a favoured lover. As the 
gentleman is now happily married, I will 
not mention his name ; there are, however, 
I believe, living vouchers of the truth of 
this affertion. And here I can fafely aver, 
that, notwithftanding ill nature or envy might 
have fuggefted infinuatioris to the contrary, I 

.VOL. IV. C never, 
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ifiever, even in thought, deviated from the 
duty I owed, as I iviagined, to Mr. Diggcs, 
^hilft the union between us exifled. 

Whilft my Koufe in Jermyh-ftreet was 
fitting up, 1 continued to fleep at Chelfea, 
but was in town all day. The drawing-room 
and beft bed-chamber being not yet finifhed, 
the upholfterer's man fecreted nine yards of 
<iamaflc, a quantity of chintz, and fome 
very fine Drefden china, which were pre- 
fents. As his honefty had been more than 
once fufpefted by his employer, a fearch 
warrant was obtained to examine his lodg- 
ings. This being carried into execution, the 
whole of my property, which was very re- 
markable, was found, but nothing belong- 
ing to his mailer. 

The upholfterer was one of the mofl im- 
placable of men. He came to Cheifea in 
the evening, whilft I was abfent, and by 
means of threats, fo far intimidated my 
maid, as to prevail upon her to go to the 
juftice's, and fwear to the goods which were 
found. This fhe did, and was bound over 
to profecute in the penalty of forty pounds. 
But the offender having a very large fami- 
ly, I was fo far influenced in his favour by 
my natural humanity, as to keep my maid 
from appearing againft him. I then fct on 
foot a fubfcription towards paying the for- 
feiture of the bond, and I believe I got 
thirty guines towards it. 

4 In 
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In confcquence of my maid's not appear- 
ing, the man was difcharged, and the very 
fame night lie called at my houfe. As I fupi» 
pofed he had no other bufinefs with mc than 
to return me thanks for my lenity, and ac- 
knowledgments of that nature being mod 
difagreeabie to me, I told the fervant who 
brought in his name, that I was bufy, and 
could.not fee him. Upon which the fellow 
fcnt in word,, that he mujl fee me, or it would 
be worfe for me ; for I had compounded fe- 
lony, and before a few hours were pafled, I 
might be called to anfwer for it. 

I was alarmed at the infult, but not being 
converfant with the law, I ^vas at a lofs to 
comprehend his meaning. It was therefore 
neceffary to refer to fome one for advice. 
And as I could think of no perfon, at the 
time, to confult, but my coufni Crawford, 
who had taken the benefit of the late infol- 
vent aft, and was returned to his chambers 
and bufinefs, I fcnt for him to fettle the 
affair ; and, in the mean while, the ungrate^ 
ful wretch waited at a neighbouring public 
houfe. V/hen Mr. Crawford came, the fel- 
low made a peremptory demand of fifty 
pounds, which he infiftcd on being paid im- 
mediately, otherwife he would go and lodge 
an information againft me. Finding from 
my good coufin that there was no redrefs, I 
paid the money. 

Thus did I * become a viflim to my hu- 
manity, by me^ns of a monfter, vho dc- 

C z feirvcd 
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ferved to fufFer the fevercft inflidions of the 
law for his ingratitude, though he had 
efcaped the due deferts of his dilhonefty. — 
This inftance (erves to prove, that however 
ftrongly humanity might urge to the con- 
trar}', the regular profccution of an offender 
againfl the laws of his country, is a duty 
we owe to ourfelves as well as to the com- 
munity.— In fuch cafes, lenity ceafes to be a 
virtue. — A ftrons^er claim than delicacv of 
feeling calls fur a Ipirittd exertion upon 
riiefe occaGons. — The trcuble ard incon- 
veniencies which attend a profecution, ought 
to be chear fully fubmitted to ; and through 
fervices rendered our ccuntr}- of this kind, 
are not attended with fo much eclat as thofe 
where life is expofed in her defence; yet 
they are a duty incumbent on every good 
citizen, and as de(er\ing of a civic crown. 
— Juflice, indeed, ffcould ever be tempered 
by moderation, and humanity fhould always 
be exerted, whenever prudence does not 
forbid. 

The theatre not opening lb foon as was 
expefied, I had leifure to viCt, and be vifited 
by, what the world generally denomin-ite 
friends ; that is, thoie who will entertain 
you as long as you are amufing, and are the 
felhion ; but the moment ftern adverlity 
throws her contemptuous robe over you, 
they no longer are your friends. Like the 
poor fequeftered flag, fo pathetically de- 
•6 fcribed 
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M^ribed by Shakfpere *, " Thcfc velvet 
** friends abandon you. The carelefs herd, 
" full of the pallure, jump along by you, 
** and never ftay to greet a poor and broken 
'* bankrupt." On the contrary, they join 
in the cry againft you, and accufe you of 
faults you never committed, in order to ex- 
cufe themfelves from affifting you. 

It has often exited my wonder, when I 
have. refleS-ed, how much the y^oxAfriendJh'tp 
is abufed, and how it is proftituted in itjf 
application, by thofe who are unacquainted 
with its meaning. Since adverfity has vi- 
fited; me, I have frequently found thofe 
whom I have always thought to be endowed 
with the mod refined and liberal fentimeiits, 
to be as ready to avoid theperfon they once 
affeQed to admire, and loaded with profef* 
lions of re^rd^ as the fervile herd: and \ 
can with truth sdSrm, that among the niuu* 
bers I formerly had it in my power to oblige, 
I never met with a grateful return but from 
one gentlema[n, of whofe gratitude I fli'all 
give you an account in my future letters. 
Was I to mention to you fomc very extra- 
ordinary inftances which I have it in mf 
power to do, fome of my former nominal 
friends would not be very well pleafed at the 
difclofure. But they may fleep in quiet. 
IMy ix>iuries, however irritating, fliall not 



* As YoQ Like it,, A^ I. Scene I. 
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impel me to difturb their peace, if peace ca|| 
ever find a place in an ungrateful mind* 

Yet why Ihould I expeft to be exempted 
from the natural confequences of imprudence 
and diftrefis ? — Negleft and cenfure con- 
ftantly attend the depreflive turn of Fortune's 
wheel. — It ever was, and ever will be fo.— - 
How juft and exemplary is the proof my 
beloved and often-quoted author gives us of 
this human depravity, in bis " Timon of 
« Athens*." 

*' As we do tura our backs 

•* From our companion thrown into the grave, 

*' So his familiars from his buried fortunes 

, *' Slunk all away s leaving their falfe vows wIUi 
•* him, 

► «* Like empty purfes pic)t*d, Whilft his /##r 5^^ 
** A dedicated beggar to the air, 
*' With his difeafe of all-(hunn'd poverty, 

, " Walk'd, like. Contempt, alone." 

. As I am upon this topic, let me add, that 
the many favours for which I am indebted 
to thofe, whofe humanity has induced thera 
to afford me relief fince diftrefs has come 
upon me, are deeply imprinted on my mc- 
joaory ; a»d the impreffion, I truft^ will ne- 

.♦ AaiV. Scene U. 

I 
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uyer be eradicated. Whilft I am condemning 
ingratitude in others, I would not wifli ta 
be guilty* of it myfelf- I would therefore 
here return my moft grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the numerous favours I have re^ 
ceived, not only from many noble perfonages^ 
whofe virtues add luftre to their high rank, 
but likewife to the community to which I for- 
merly belonged. To them I fhall alway^^ 
cfteem myfelf greatly indebted, and affure 
ihejn it will be the highefl happinefs I can ex« 
perience, if ever I have an opportunity to» 
evince my gratitude* 

But to return. — Mr, Rich produced, this- 
feafon, a moft fuperb Reprefentation of a 
Coronation, in the hiftorical plays of Shak--: 
ifpere. And in order to prevent the princir 
pal performers from refufing to appear in 
the proceffion, he propofed walking in it 
Aim/ei/l . as Queen's Chamberlain. Unfortu- 
nately, however, he was taken ill at the laft 
yehearfal, and never had the pleafure of fee- 
ing the grand pageant he had fpared no ex- 
pence to render as magnificent as poffiblci. 
As I performed in moft of the plays, and walk- 
ed as Queen every night, I had very little 
leifure to pay any attention to my domeftic 
affairs. I left the conduft of my houfc en- 
tirely to my own maid, having no doubt of 
her honefty ; and fuppofing the weekl jf 
vouchers (he brought me in^ a fuificient chefclj. 
upon her. 

C 4 l9 
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In the month of February, the creditor, 
who would not fign my letter of licence, 
called upon me, and requefted that I would 
give her a bond and judgment for the mo- 
ney I owed her. She alledged, in fupport 
of her requeft, that it was a large fum, and 
in cafe of my death, my furniture, plate, &c. 
would fecure it to her. As I fully intended 
to difcbarge it as foon as poflible, I con- 
fented to her requeft, upon condition that 
the fecurity might be given for no Ihorter 
a term than a year. I accordingly called, 
foon after, at the pcrfons houfe, and having 
read the bond, which was ftip«lated for the 
time mentioned, I ligned it; but, being in 
hafte, I very imprudently omitted feeing 
whether the judgment was of the fame date. 

In a fliort time after, I received a letter 
from the woman, informing me, that (he 
muft have immediate payment of the whole 
money, or elfe Ihe would put the judgment 
IB force againft me. Alarmed at fuch a 
dreadful threat, I knew not what courfe to 
take. Mr. Digges, being much embarraffed 
in his affairs, had accepted of an invitation 
to return to Edinburgh, where he was a great 
favourite; and there he intended to con- 
tinue, till I could get my affairs fettled, which 
his prefence greatly impeded, as thofe per- 
fons, who were willing to aflift me, did not 
care todo it while he was with me. 
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As I had not entertained any apprehen-' 
fions from this creditor, I had paid tnany 
others, whom Mr. Cracroft had pointed out' 
as being in indifferent circumftances. But 
this woman being opulent, and always pro- 
feffing the greatell friendfhip and regard for 
me, I did not fuppofe Ihc would proceed to 
violent meafures. I however now difco- 
vcred, that I had put myfelf in the power of 
one of the worji of women : a woman, whi> 
thought nothing wrong that would produce 
money. I had heard, indeed, that her cha- 
rafter was doubtful ; but, as ftie had never 
given me the leaft hint which could authorize 
fufpicion, I imagined the report fprang 
from ill-nature. I had, notwithftanding, 
reafon to alter my opinion. As (he was not 
only a lace-woman, but dealt in every ar- 
ticle neceflary for a lady's toilet, it was not 
doing her any injuftice to fuppofe ladies of 
eafy virtue frequented her houfe ; but, upon 
an explanation of .her fentiments^ I faw 1 
had every thing to dread. It is not impro- 
per here to remark, an it was the means of 
my gaining a fuit, which fhc afterwards in^ 
ftrtuted againft m^ for the recovery of th^ 
money, that, in a letter fht fent me, fhe in- 
formed me that the bond was for ^year, but 
the judgment for a month. And her bro- 
ther, to make the letter more forcible, fwor(i 
by his Maker, that they had bit me. Through 
this cxpreffion, aiid the palpable dtceptioii 

C 5 which 
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which had been made ufe of upon the ocra- 
fion^ I was enabled to triumph over fuch a 
dangerous opponent. 

G. A. B. 



LETTER LXXVI. 

Aug. 14, 17— 

MR. Calcraft being one evening at the 
reprefentation of ^' Zara," the uncom- 
inon applaufe I met with revived his paffion^ 
and induced him to make ufe of every me- 
thod he could devife to bring about a re- 
conciliation. Having watched me one Sun- 
day, he came up to me in Derby-court, and 
earneftly entreated that I would favour him 
with half an hour's converfation. Upon my 
refufal, he begged that if I would not be 
reconciled to him, I would attend to a pro- 
pofal he had to make me, which would ac- 
commodate the difagreeable affair relative 
to the diamonds. This alfo I refufed to do, 
affuring him, at the fame time, that I would 
not hold any correfpondence with him what- 
ever. 

Upon this he went to a tavern, the cor- 
ner of York-ftreet, and I really believe I re- 
ceived tvnniy letters from him in a Ihort 
time. Finding me ftill inflexible, he fent 
Nurfe Carter to me; the perfon I have men- 
tioned before^ who lived with me many 



Cr> A. B'BLLASfr. ^ 

years, and brought up all my children.' 
This good woman, he knew, had great in- 
fluence over me,, and therefore he was ^n^ 
hopes fhe would remove my prcpofleffions. 
But they were too deeply rooted; parti«- 
cularly as he had offered me a frelh in- 
£ult, by getting a friend to deliver mc '^ 
mefiage, of an extraordinary nature^ juft 
after my return from Ireland. This aggra- 
vation of his injuries, will be fully explained^ 
in the letter already hinted at,, wnich I fliall 
give you,, by way of Appendix to my " Apo- 
*' ^ogy>" as I was then obliged to fuppref* 
the publication of it,, for rcafons afligned iiP 
their proper place. 

Nurfe Carxer executed' her commiffibn? 
with great fidelity to her employer. And ^u 
Vaft, wearied out with her importunities,. ^; 
told her,, that if Mr. Calcraft would write mo 
his ppopofals of accommodation,, or fend his- 
attorney to me, I would hear what they 
were, and confult Mr. Cracroft upan the 
propriety of accepting them. He aocord- 
ingly fent them by one of his clerks. They 
contained, the following ariiclcs:- That he 
would- give me mone^y to pay off Mr. 
Sparks's bond for. four hundred pounds. 
That he would compromirc. all my debts 
with my creditors, if T would Gonfent:to go-' 
abroad till it w^as doi>e, as none, of thciui 
>|routd accept of lefs than the whole of their 
demand, whilll I was upon the fpot. And 

C 6 Uiiir\\< 
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laftly, he would grant me an additional an^ 
nuity of one hundred pounds; which, with 
the twenty pounds furplus of the former, he 
faid, would enable me to live in Holland or 
France till the affair was finilhed. 

Having confulted Mr. Cracroft upon the 
fubjeft, I wrote to Mr. Stubbs, fenior, who 
ftill lives in Parliament-ftreet, informing him 
that I would accept of his client's propofak- 
That jgentleman, accordingly, waited upon 
me with the bond of annuity for the addi- 
tional hundred a year, which was in truft to 
Nicholas Linwood, Efq; of Brpad-ftreet, 
wine-merchant, a partner with Clermont and 
Co. Mr. Stubbs, at the fame time, brought 
with him a general releafe for me to fign ; 
but this, as an honeft man, he advifed me 
not to do. As I could not, however, have 
any legal demand upon Mr. Calcraft, the 
fuit with Mr. Davy relative to the former 
annuity being ftill pending, I delivered up 
the marriage contraft given upon our union^ 
and figned the relafe. Having difpofed of 
the hundred a year out of the former an- 
nuity to all intents and purpofes, till the fum 
which I had received fhould be repaid, with 
fifty pounds befides, as I have already ob- 
ferved, it is not to be fuppofed that by fign- 
ing the releafe I gave a receipt for what was 
not mine to difpol'e of. The releafe is now in 
the hands of Mr, Stubbs/ junior, of SufFolk- 
ftreet, Charing-crofs, 

The 
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The fame evening the deeds were figned, 
I fct oflFfor Harwich, in my way to Holland. 
I have omitted to inform you, that upon the 
converfation I had held with my rigorous 
female creditor, from which I obtained a 
knowledge of her purpofcs, I indifcreetly 
left my houfe, and went to my mother's iu 
Brewer-ftreet ; having firft fent my plate to 
Alderman Cracroft's, as a fecurity for his debt. 
The companion of my journey was Mifs 
Betty Cibber, who had been left me as a le- 
gacy by her grandfather, Colley Cibber. As 
her intelleQs were rather weak, and flie wa» 
liable to fall a prey to every defigning per- 
fon who flattered her, that celebrated old 
gentleman configned her to my care ; and 
he left all his grand-children as legacies to 
different perfons. A fon of Mrs. Smithy 
whom 1 have formerly mentioned, being a 
furgeon, I had got him to officiate to a regi- 
ment. This young man, likewife, accom- 
panied my flight. 

When we got to Harwich, the wind being 
contrary, we were prevented from failing; 
and as I was apprehenfive of being purfued 
by my inflexible creditor, I thought it pru- 
dent to go to Manningtree, a village at 
fome difl:ance from Harwich, to remain there 
till the wind changed. My benefit was to be 
on the Monday following, which would ren- 
der it impoffible to keep my departure any 
longer a fecreu 

The 
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The Thurfday evening, as we were at flip- 
per, we heard a chaife and four enter the inn^ 
and prefently, to my infinite furprize, Mr. 
Digges made his appearance. This, yoa 
may be aflured, was not the mod agreeable 
rencontre. He appeared to be greatly en- 
raged, and infifted on my two companions 
returning to London, and on my immedi- 
ately getting into another chaife, and quit- 
ting the houfe. I was fo terrified by the 
violence of his temper, that I confented to 
his inju6lions,. on condition that he did not 
carry me to Edinburgh. 1 had fome how op 
other taken an unaccountable averfion to that 
place, but without being able to affign any 
reafon for it» 

We travelled, fide by fide, not in. the beft 
temper with each other, without purfuing any 
fixed route ; and when we arrived at Camr 
bridge, I had freflx caufe of diftrefs. Some 
rhyming Cantab had defaced the windows of 
the inn, where we put up, with fome lines 
in my favour. This added fuel to the flame 
which was already blazing in his bofora. And, 
as '' Trifles light as air, are to the jealous, 
*' confirmatioa ftrong, as proofs of holy 

" writV he thought be had.foundfrefti rear 
Ion to accufe me of levity. 

But his attention was in {bme meafure 
taken off from tliefe difquiet. thoughts by an 
unexpeaed incident-. Taking, up a news.- 
r OthcUo, Aft III. Scend VlL 

paper 
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paper which lay in the Foom^ I obferved in 
it an advertifement^ which was too particu^ 
larly pointed, for me to doubt that it related 
to myfelf. It ran thus; " If the lady, who. 
" left a near relation's on fuch a day, with a 
*^ young gentlewoman and gentleman, will 
•' return; that relation has in poffeffion a 
" larger depofit than will ferve to accommo- 
** date the difagreeable affair, which occafi- 
^ oned her to leave London/' 

Upon reading this intelligence, I infilled 
on immediately returning back to London. 
To which Mr. Digges confented. But when 
we got to Edmonton, he determined to leave 
me there, and go to the capital by himfelf, 
to enquire into the circumftances of the af- 
fair. He accordingly fet out, whilft I pleaf- 
ed myfelf with the hopes of being there as 
foon as him. But> upon my ordering a pofl- 
chaife, the man of the houfe informed me, 
that he had received pofitive direflions from 
the gentleman not to let me have a carriage^ 
nor even fuffer mc to leave the houfe. P»-. 
tience was my only refource ; though> I own, 
I cannot conftitutionally make that virtue my 
boaft. 

When my good, man returned, he in- 
formed mc, that my mother was fo enraged 
at my not coming back before, fuppofing I 
muft have feen the advertifement, that flie 
had determined ta refund the money depofited 
JD her hands ; ^nd to fell the furniture of m)f. 

houfe. 
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houfe, in order to pay Mrs. Jordan, my mil- 
liner, who was her intimate friend. I en- 
treated Mr. Digges to fuffcr me to go to my 
mother, that I might try to prevail upon her 
to alter her refolution. But my entreaties 
were inefFeftual. Notwithftanding the vex- 
ation I felt at the time, from this obftinatc 
refufal, I muft do him the juflice to fay, that 
I believe he was influenced by no other mo- 
tive than pure regard. He had engaged to 
go back to Scotland. He had Ukewife great 
rcafon to fuppofe, that, from his being fo 
much involved, he fhould not be able to 
continue in London, fliould he break that 
engagement. Befides, it was natural for 
him to conclude, that the depofit was condi^ 
tionally lodged with my mother, the nature 
of our attachment being unknown. All ihefe 
reafons induced him to infill on my ftaying 
with him. 

We then once more fat out, without hav- 
ing any fixed place to go to. When we got 
t« Barton Mills, an inn on the Norwich 
road, I was taken very ill. Here he left me, 
and went again to London; I believe, to 
enquire whether my mother had carried her 
threats into execution 5 and he found fhe had 
done it immediately, I was now left in a 
very difagreeable fituation ; and, for the firft 
time in my life, was apprehenfive of know- 
ing the want of money for my prefent exi- 
gencies. All my wardrobe had been put on 

board 
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board the pacquct at Harwich, fo that I had 
no apparel with me but a few fliifts, my 
night-drefs, and the travelling habit I had on. 
To pay my expences ^hen I got to Holland, 
I had procured bills and letters of credit from 
Mr. Colley, an acquaintance of my mother's, 
apon merx:hants at Antwerp and the Hague, 
u which places I intended taking up my refi- 
dence alternately. But thefe were now of no 
fervice to me. 

In this fituation, we turned our horfes heads 
towards the North; and when we came to 
Prefton, in Lancafhire, the money I had with 
me was neariy emended. Nothing was now 
to be done, but for Mr. Diggcs to go on to 
Edinburgh. This he did, leaving me at a 
village^ the name of which I have forgot, about 
twenty miles ifaort of it ; as I had infifted on 
his not taking me to that place, agreeable to 
ihe promife he had made me. 

In two days after he left me, a poft-chat^fe* 
tame to convey me on to the Grafs Market, 
as the driver told me. This I fuppofed te be 
a town which was called by that name, and 
accordingly went with him. When I ar- 
rived at an inn in the Cannon Gate, a woman 
lAraited for me, of a moft extraordinary figure. 
She was very lulty ; had been handfom^ ; 
W2LS intolerably dirty ; had on a Dutch cap, 
y^ith a plaid round her fhoulders ; and was 
M^ithout ftays. She informed me, in the 
Scotch accent^ that her name was Motly^ 

KerQiaw^ 
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Kerfhaw, a particular friend of my (poufc'^, 
and that flie came to conduft me to my 
apartments. I told her, I hoped they were 
not in Edinburgh. She declared, ,they were 
not, but at Mifs Coulftone's, a perfon who 
was genteel as well as my fell, though (he took 
in plain-work. She acquainted me, that flie 
had ordered dinner at the inn where we were, 
particularly a very fine turbot, which flie dwelt 
much upon. I had but little appetite at any 
time ; and indifpofition, fatigue, and fretting, 
had not increafed it. But, to my great fur* 
prize, when the boafted dinner appeared, the 
very fine turbot proved to be a large piece of 
coarfe thornback. 

y. Between fix and feven o'clock in the even- 
ing, a coach came to convey me to my apart*; 
ments. When we arrived, after having mount-* 
ed three pair of flairs, the grou^id-floor of 
which was a chandler's fliop, Iwas introduced 
to the genteel Mifs Coulftone. This lady ap- 
peared to be an old maid of about fixty years 
of age, and looked as if flie had been fmoke- 
dried. She was the very counter-part of the 
old woman in ** Rule a Wife and have a 
" Wife." 

The found of mufic now reached my ears.- 
Upon my enquiring from whence it came, I 
was anfwered, from the theatre, which was 
direftly oppofite. From this I learnt, that 
the Cannon Gate, where the chaife had fet 
me dowoj was the . fu^urbs to the city of 

Edinburgh^ 
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Edinburgh, into which I had thus, through 
my ignorance of the country, been decoyed. 
I no fooner made the difcovery than I took- a 
pair of fcifl'ars, and cut my hair off, quite 
clofe to my head, to prevent my being foli- 
cited to appear in public. 

The piece which was performing was the v 
*' Beggar's Opera," in which my gentlemam 
afted Macheath, a part he was efteemed very 
capital in. After the opera, he haftened to 
me, when he informed me, that the £ngli(h 
papers having announced my abfence, it was 
conjeQured, that the new-comer at Mifs Coule- 
ftone's'was the very fugitive that had lately 
deferted her fituation at Covent- Garden. 

The next day, Mr. Bates, joint proprietor 
of the Edinburgh theatre with Mr. Dawfon, 
and a&ing manager, acquainted Mr. Digges^ 
that it would be ufelefs to open the doors, 
unlefs he could induce me to appear upon 
their ftage. I could not poffibly conceive 
how my arrival could be fo foon difcovered. 
For, to prevent all fufpicion, it was not to 
be known that Mr. Digges had attended me 
down, and he was to refidc at his own lodg* 
ings. 

Our journey had been expenfrve. 1 had 
but little money left, and Mr. Digges lefs;. 
for the bills I had upon Holland, were of no 
ufe to me here. In this fituation, there was 
no other alternative but my conforming to 
Mr. JBates's wiflics. . The lofs of my hair was 

the 
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the greatcft bar to my appearance. However, 
for the firft linze, I had recourfe to falfe ; and, 
as I had not even neceffaries, I vas obliged 
to have cloches made at a great expence. But 
my fucccls was fo much beyond expectation, 
that I was ven* well enabled to do this. Cu- 
riofity induced families to come from all parts 
of the country. 

The feafon being fo far advanced, eight 
flights were to be the limited number of my 
performing, and the lad was to be for my 
•benefit. The morning of that day I was ar- 
•rcfted by the creditor, who had been the 
occafion of my indifcreet flight from London. 
I was, however, foon fet at liberty, the cap- 
tion being againft the laws of Scotland, which 
allow fome days notice to debtors before they 
can be taken. 

Upon this occafion, the firfl lawyers in the 
kingdom were volunteers in my caufe ; par- 
ticularly Mr. Montgomery, afterwards Chief 
£aron,and the Dean of the Faculty. It at leagth 
came to trial ; and the letter I formerly men- 
tioned, was produced, from which it plainly 
appeared, that the fecurity was fraudulently 
obtained. And the courts of ju/lice in Scot- 
land, being at the fame time courts of equity, 
a verdia was given in my favour. Having 
thus defeated the iniquitous defigns of my 
creditor, fhe confented to receive her debt by 
inftalments of two hundred pounds a year. 
<After this my other creditors^ particularly 
" • Mr. 
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Mr. Aldennan Cracroft and Doftor Baillie, 
to whom I was indebted in confiderable fums^ 
joined in recommending me to that perfonal 
proteQion, which they knew was to be had 
in Scotland. 

As good frequently fprings from evil, thig 
misfortune feemed to be the means of pro- 
curing me the attention and civility I met 
with, in fo eminent a degree, during my re- 
fidence in this kingdom. In particular, it 
procured me the happinefs of being admitted 
into the family of Mr. Montgomery, upon 
the moft intimate footing, of which I fhall 
always have the moft grateful fenfe. The 
moft attached patroneffes I had, befides thofe 
of the Montgomery family, which were nu- 
merous, were the Dutchefs of Douglas, and 
the Mifs Elphinftones. The latter were par- 
tial to me to a degree of enthufiafm. Lord 
Ruthven likewife honoured me with his 
fupport. 

The enfuing feafon I was to have a third 
of the profits, with two benefits; and Mr* 
Digges a weekly falary. As Mr, Calcraft 
feemed to think that Scotland was abroad^ 
he regularly paid my late granted annuity to 
Mr. Speediman, proprietor of the ftomachic 
pills in the Strand. Mr. Digges now took 
a houfe at Bonnington, a very pleafant vil- 
lage, near Edinburgh. Our fuccefs at the 
theatre was very great, and we could have 
faved money, had not the debts my gentle- 
man 
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man had contraQed upon account of the 
perfon he formerly lived with, enibarraffed 
him greatly. 

About this time I was much furprized to 
receive a letter from Mr. Ballard, treafurer 
of Covent Garden theatre, containing a de- 
mand for a capital fum. He informed me, 
that Mr. Rich's executors had made him ac- 
count for the falary, paid me three years be- 
fore, during the fhutting of the houfe, upon 
account of the demife of one of the female 
branches of the Royal Family. My agree- 
ment was annual^ and Mr. Rich had exprefsly 
ordered the treafurer not to make any de- 
duction for that vacation. But as Mr. Bal- 
lard had not taken the order in writing, he 
was liable to pay it. As I had received the 
money, I could by no means confent that he 
fliould refund it. Common honcfty required, 
in. my idea, that he fliould not be the fufferer. 
I therefore wrote to Alderman Cracroft, de- 
firing he would fettle it, as well as he could, 
to the fatisfaftion of the treafurer. 

At this period my mother, together with 
all my paraphernalia, which was returned 
from Holland, fent dowii to me a young 
gentlewoman, that, flie imagined, would 
make fome figure upo» the flage. Her 
name was Wordley, She had an uncommon 
flow of fpirits, and had received a more li- 
beral education than is ufually beftowed on 
£nglifli women in the middle line of life.^ 

Her 
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Her father was fteward to the Earl of Powys^ 
and he had fpared no pains to cultivate the 
Hiind of this daughter, who was his favourite^ 
and whofe genius led her to receive his 
inftruftions with plcalure. So accomplifhed 
a young woman was to be confidered as a 
valuable acquifition, as w^ell as doing honour 
to my mother's recommendation. I there- 
fore requefted her to take up her refidence at 
Bonnington. 

G. A. B. 



LETTER LXXVII. 

Augufl 22, 17— 

UPON looking forward to the number 
of incidents it will be needful yet to re- 
late, to give you a perfeft view of this chec- 
quered life of mine, and to let the world into 
ihejburces of thofc aflions which in many in- 
(lances have drawn upon me unmerited cen- 
fure ; I fee they will much exceed the bounds 
1 imagined, when I firft fat down to record 
them. — Circumftance grows from circum- 
fiance — and recoUeftion receives additional 
vigour from the exercife of it— I therefore 
cannot help being apprehenfive, that notwith- 
fianding the affurances you have fo often given 
me to the contrary, the relation of them will 
prove tedious to you. — This apprehenfion, 
however, will be a curb to me, and prevent 

me 
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me from inferting any incidents that at^ not 
immediately conducive to the purpofes for 
>tfhich I entered upon it ; namely, to fatisfy 
your curiofity, and to endeavour to remove 
thofe prejudices the public have imbibed a- 
gainft me, from not knowing the whole of my 
Jiory. And I (hall of courfe make my digref- 
fions as (hort and unfrequent as poffible. 

Mr. Digges did every thing in his power 
to make me happy. He indulged me with 
every pleafure he could procure for me. But 
my temper was fo much foured by the conti- 
nual demands for the debts he had Contrafted 
before my union with him, that I could not 
relifh any enjoyment, or behave towards him 
with that complacency I could have wifhed. 

About the middle of the feafon he inform- 
ed me, that he had received a letter, acquaint- 
ing him that his brother, Capt. Dudley Digges, 
was arrived in England, and that he wifhed 
much to fee him, upon fome family concerns. 
He therefore determined to fet off to vifit 
his brother, and we were obliged to manage 
in the theatre as well as we could. But how 
to procure money for the expences of his 
journey was the queftion. This Mr, Still, 
my attorney, and indeed my faQotum, upon 
my application to him, advanced. 

When Mr. Digges arrived in London, my 
mother was foon reconciled to him, and he re- 
mained at her houfe during his day. Upon 
his return, he prefentcd me with alarge filver 

repeater, 
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repeater, to be placed at the head of my bed, 
as I had often wifhed for a machine of that 
kind, to know the hours when I was to take 
the medicines my indifferent ftate of health 
rendered neceflary. 

There was a young gentlewoman in the com- 
pany for whom I had a great attachment, the 
wife of Mr. Aickin, of Drury-lane theatre* 
But death foon robbed me of her. This event 
affefted me much, and made my health, which 
was but indifferent before, ftill more fo. It 
therefore became needful to find out feme 
performer, who could relieve me from the con- 
llant fatigue I underwent. And I met with 
Mrs. Kennedy, with whom I had formerly play- 
ed during my firfl excurfion to Dublin. 

This lady, her hufband, and their fon, were 
accordingly engaged at a falary, which Edin- 
burgh would by no means afford. But what 
was to be done! my playing conftantly was im- 
pratlicable; and no pcrfon could fupply my 
place, unlefs they had acquired fome reputa- 
tion. The proprietors were therefore obliged 
to confent to the engagement, notwithllandi»g 
the expence was fo great. Mrs. Kennedy had 
merit in fome parts ^ and as fhe had been in 
feveral travelling companies, fhe was fludied 
in every character. Though flie was far from 
liandfome, flie was a good figure. 

Our views, however, in engaging her, were 
fruftrated by indifpofition. She was taken ill 
loon after her arrival ; and a dreadful eruption 

VOL. IV, D appearing 
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^irT-carin;^ io her face, fbe was able to perform 
•bill four times during the whole feafon. A 
ridiculous circumftance happened in confe- 
i[^uence, which, if ii ilrikes you, as it did me 
and the whole audience, at the time, it wiU 
at leafl excite a fmi!e. 

Mrs. Kennedy thinking herfelf fo well reco- 
vered, as to be able to perform, Ihe fent word 
<:hat {he was able to appear in Zara, in the 
** Mourning Bride," which was to be afled 
ibr the benefit of fome particular perfon fhe 
Aviflicd to befriend. But about four o'clock 
on the day of performance, fhe w^as taken fo 
very ill, that her appearance was impraQi- 
xrable. The piece was to be played by parti- 
ticular defire, and there was no fubftitute to 
be got for fo <:apiial a part, nor a poflibility 
of changing it. In this dilemma, Mrs. Farrel^ 
Mrs. Kennedy's Cfter, w ho was about twenty 
years older than that lady, and was a perfon 
who ufed to figure away in oldnurfes, under- 
took to play the part. 

The audience expreffed marks of difappro- 
iation throughout the whole of her playing, 
but particularly fo when (he died. Upon which 
Ae rofe from between the mutes, and advan- 
cing towards.the front of the ftage, fhe told the 
audience, that {he was concerned (he could not 
acquit herfelf fo as to give fatisfaaion ; but as 
,good nature had induced her to undertake the 
j)art, merely to ferve the perfon whofe benefit 
it was, {he hoped they would excufe it. Hav- 
ing 
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ing finiihed her fpeecb, (he haftencd to the 
place from whence flie had rifen, and threw 
hcrfelf down again between the mutes, who 
covered her face with the veil. So uncom- 
mon an incident had fuch an efFeft upon the 
rifible mufcles of the whole audience, as well 
as myfelf, who was juft entering as Almeria, 
that it was impoffible to compofe them for 
the reft of the evening. 

This puts me in mind of a fimilar laughable 
adventure that once befel Mrs. Hamilton. 
That lady, playing the charafter of Arpafia in 
** Tamerlane/' and being very luily, the fcene- 
men found great difficulty to lift the chair 
into which Iho had thrown herfeJf, upon her 
fuppofed death. Which fhe obferving, flie 
ordered them to fet it down, and making her 
courtefy tp the audience, walked off as coolly 
as if the was not to be fuppofed dead. 

The Jetters 1 received, during the time I 
prefided at the Edinburgh theatre, from itine- 
rant players applying to be engaged,amounted 
to an incredible number. They generally 
wrote in fuch a (lyle, as to fhew they all 
thought themfelves Garricks and Gibbers^ 

The enfuing feafon the honourable Mrs. 
Digges died, which made it neceffary for her 
fori to go to England. She left eight thou- 
fand pounds between her two fons, upon con- 
dition that the elder (hould quit the ftage, and 
take her maiden name of Weft. Mr. Digges 
communicated this news tome whilft I was at 

D 2 the 
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the theatre ; and I received a letter from my 
mother by the fame poft, to haften his jour- 
ney. The races were to be the enfuing week, 
which is ufually the har>'eft of the feafon. Mo- 
ney, however, muft be immediately raifed for 
his expences. I therefore left the repeating 
watch with Mr. Still for feventeen guineas, 
and I believe confented that he fliould take 
ten or fifteen from the office. I could not 
fpare any more, as in a few days I fliould want 
the two hundred which I had agreed to pay 
to my inflexible creditor. 

Mr. Digges then fet oflP for England, with 
a promife of returning as foon as poflible. But 
as he was not to play in future, that was im- 
material. At the conclufion of the week, I 
fent to Mr. Still for the two hundred pounds ; 
and received for anfwer, that he had not a 
fliilling, as he had given Mr. Digges all the 
money in his pofl^ffion, and he was two 
hundred pounds in his debt. 

My diflrafiion upon receiving this intelli^ 
gence is hardly to be conceived. I had re- 
qoefted Mr. Fergufon, my creditor's attorney, 
to dine with me at Bonningtoh, the day the 
money was due, when I would pay him. Very 
fortunately for me, that gentleman poflefled 
the moft liberal mind, and was an honour to 
hisprofeflion. MifsWordley having acquaint- 
ed him with the real (ituafion of my affairs, 
fcr I was too much diftrefled to do it myfelf, 
lie agreed to allow me three months to raife 
5 ihc 
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the money ; and that his client might not bo 
diflatisfied^ he remitted her the fum^ and took 
the debt upon himfelf. So remarkable an in- 
ilance of humanity claimed my warmed thanks. 
It was likewife produSive of the mod heart-- 
felt regret to me. For upon being informed^ 
fome years after^ that this amiable young man 
was one at the perfons who loft their lives by 
the falling of the bridge at Edinburgh, I fin* 
cerely lamented the unfortunate difafter. 

Whilft I had been an inhabitant of Parlia- 
Hient-ilreet, (a period pregnant with forrows,)' 
I had recommended a gentleman^ who wrote dL 
very fine hznd, to Mr. Calcraft^ as a clerk. 

About two years after this, he informed 
me, that he had an opportunity of going to 
the Eaft-Indies in a very advantageous fitua'^ 
tion ; aGfaring me, at the fame time, that he 
Ihould ever retain a grateful remembrance of 
tJie favoiirs he had received from me ; which 
his future condu6l teftiiied that he did. 

This gentleman, whofe name is Hearne, 
made many enquiries after me, upon his re- 
turn to England, and cafually hearing of my^ 
diflrefe, whilft I was at Edinburgh, he moft 
gcneroufly fent me two hundred pounds. 
This was the moft acceptable favour I ever* 
received, as it ftiewed the gratitude of the * 
donor. Of which I ftiall have occafion to 
lay more in the courfe of my narrative. 

I muft notomit mentioning another event of 
a (imilarnature, which likewife happened about. 
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this time. I had formerly had a fcrvant, nam- 
ed Daniel Douglas. He lived with me about 
nine years. But at length, from the gentle- 
man's gallantries in the family, the maids be- 
ing all partial to him, I recommended him as 
a domelHc to Lord Hume, then governor of 
Gibraltar. HisLordfliip made him his major- 
domo ; and Daniel behaved fo much to the 
latisfaSion of his matter, that he left him 
fomething handfome when he died. 

I had been informed that a Mr. Douglas had 
called at my houfe feveral times, when I hap- 
pened not to be at home. One day, as I was 
going up the Caftle-hill, I was accofted by a 
perfon whofe face was familiar to me, though 
I could not recoUecl him. The poor fellow: 
burft into tears, and having made himfelf 
known to me, and enquired after my health, 
&c. he begged I would permit him to fpcak to 
me for a few minutes the firft leifure I had, as 
he was detained in Edinburgh by no other bu- 
fincfs. I appointed that afternoon to fee him 
at my houfe, and could not imagine what the 
bufinefs he wifhed to fpeak to me upon was; 
for though I had always endeavoured to de- 
ferve the regard of my domeftics, I never 
had been particularly kind to him. 

When became, he informed me that he had 
£avedup eleven hundred pounds. That his wife 
had taken an inn upon theDoverroad,for which, 
Opon being put into pofleflion, they were to 
pay fevea hundred-^ He then faid, he hoped. 
► I would 
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I would forgive his prcfumption in what he 
\\'as about to fay, but as he was afraid I wa.^ 
not in fuch circumftances as formerly, if I 
would be fo good as to make ufe, for my owrt 
lime, of the remainder of the little fortune P 
had been the means of his getting, it woiik> 
aflFord him more real pleafure than he could 
receive from difpofing of it in any other way. 

1 could Icarcely refrain from tears, at the 
manner in which this offer was made. Ic 
feemed rather as if he had been foliciting a 
loan than offering a favour. I thanked hini: 
cordially for his intended kindnefs, but de- 
clined accepting it; affuring him at the fame 
time, that I did not do fo from being hurt ar 
the offer, which gave me lingular pleafure, but 
becaufe I had Iate)y received from Mr. Hearne, 
whom he well knew, the affiftance I then want- 
ed. I added, that I could not think of bor- 
rowing the money he had laboured many year^ 
for,^ without being certain of repaying it, even 
if I was actually preffed for it ; I confequently 
would not contraft a debt of fuch a nature, 
when I really had no immediate occafion. The 
worthy man reluClantly acquiefced with this 
declaration, and took his leave, in appearance 
as much mortified at the refufal of his money, as 
others would have been, at being dunned for it^ 

This grateful behaviour of my late fervanf 
Daniel, only wants the decorations of Shak- 
fpere's immortalizing pen, to make it as me- 
morable as that of Adam in his ** As you like 
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it/' — The honefty and friendfhip of that vene* 
rable fervant towards the memory of old Sir 
Roxolandy as he terms Orlando, when repre- 
fented by Berry, with that honeft plainnefs^ 
and unafFefled fenfibility, which was fievcf 
equalled by any other performer, could not 
ai4e£l the weeping audience more than tbi^ 
well-meant offer of Daniel's did me. Tha 
impreflion will never be eradicated from my 
mind. And that infinitely more frona tlie 
manner in which the favour was tendered, 
and the grateful intention of it, than from the 
fervice fuch a fum at that time could have 
been to me, Thefe were the only two in-» 
fiances of gratitude, among the numerous 
opportunities I gave for the exertion of it, 
that ever I met with. But thefe are fufficienl 
to convince me, that the virtue has an ex-* 
iftence, though like the phoenix, its appear^ 
iince is very rare. 

G. A. B^ 
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Augufl 29, J 7-* 

PON my firft engaging at Edinburgh, 
the gentlemen of Glafgow offered to 
build a theatre by fubfcription, if our com- 
pany would promife to perform there in 
the fummer. To this we readily confented, 
^ the inhabitants were not only opulent, 

but 
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but liberal to a degree. The theatre being 
nbw ready, we formed very agreeable ideas 
of the jaunt; and that, not only froni the 
views of profit that it prefented, but froWl 
the favourable ideas we entettained of the 
place and people. The goddefs of Nonfenft 
(for fo we had nicknamed Mifs Wordley, 
from her being direflly the reverfe) was im- 
patient beyond meafure for our removal froth 
the metropolis. I had lately left Bonnington, 
and refided in the city, as the bufinefs of 
the theatre required my being near it ; and 
upon this occafion, David Hume compli- 
mented me with his apartments in the Can- 
nongate. 

When wc were about to fet off, after having; 
difcharged my bills, I found I had not caftl 
fufficient to defray the expences of the jour- 
ney; my family confiding of myfelf. Mils 
Wordley, and three fervants. The chaifes^ 
were ordered, and expefted foon to be at the ^ 
door. Not knowing how to raife any money ^ 
upon this emergency, I fent one of my wo- 
men, whofe name was Waterftone, to a watch- 
maker's in the High-ftrcet, to difpofe of the 
fHver repeater Mr. Digges had given me. 
Tlie perfon I dire6ted her to apply to, bad 
gained a reputation, by making feveral for 
that great mechanical genius, the Duke of 
Aiigyll. 

• The chaifes were now at the door; and I 
waited with the greateft impatience for the 
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arrival of the money to enable us to fet off. 
Some hours clapfed without any tidings of 
my meflenger. Her honefty I could not 
fufpeQ. Her ftay therefore could not be ac-. 
counted for. About four in the afternoon, a 
perfon, dreffed fomething like one of our 
beadles, came to inform me, that a woman 
belonging to me, was detained about a watch 
Ihe had offered to fell. r 

This intelligence crowned my misfortunes, 
I fent back the chaifes which were yet in 
waiting, and dcfired Mr, Still would go to 
regain the poor woman her liberty. When 
that gentleman got to the watchmaker's, he 
was informed, that Mr. Digges had pur- 
chafed the watch of the very perfon I fent it 
to. It being invaluable upon account of the 
workmanftiip, but from the largcnefs of its 
fize not very fafeable, he had fold it to Mjr. 
Digges fomcwhat under the mark, and had 
taken his note for it, payable at the coi> 
clufion of the feafon, 

The man faid, as he underftood Mr, Digges 
did not intend to return, and as the watch 
was offered for fale, fulpicions arofe in his 
mind that it was not honeftly come by ; ef- 
pecially as the woman refufed leaviiig it, or 
telling from whom fhe came. Mr. Still 
having thus learnt the circumftances of the 
affair, to accommodate it as well as he could^^ 
returned the repeater to its firft owner, upon 

hi* 
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his agreeing to deliver up Mr. Digges's note, 
and liberating my fervant. 

My friendly negociator then went to en- 
deavour to raife me a fund that fhould enablef 
me to fet out for Glafgow the next morning, 
it being neceffary that we (hould no longer 
defer going. He brought me fufficient for 
the expences of half the journey, and I was* 
obliged to depend upon the purfes of my 
partners for defraying the remainder. Mifs 
Wordley's humour kept my fpirits from fink- 
ing under all thefe vexations; and the gloom* 
Mfhich overclouded my mind, feemed gradu- 
ally to difpel every mile we went. So that* 
before we had made much progrcfs in our 
journey, I afllimed a chearfulnefs to which I 
had long been a ftranger. 

. The next day at noon, we faw the delight- 
ful city to which we were going, at a little 
diftance before us. The magnificence of the 
buildings, and the beauty of the river, which 
the finenefs of the day caufcd to appear, if 
poflible, to greater advantage, elated my heart ; 
Ernd I anticipated the pleafure I (hould have 
in being received by friends, who were not 
jnly moft cordial in their repeated invitations, 
but whofe opulence furnidied them with power 
to fulfil their warm promifes of fupport. 

» When we arrived at Glalgow, one of tjie 
performers exclaimed, " Madam, you are 
•* ruined, for you have nothing left but what 
;* you have with you in the chaifes." I am 
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at a lofs, even now, to account for the com'^ 
pofure with which I heard this alarming fa.^ 
lutation, for I enquired into the caufe of it 
without the leaft emotion. I was infonpe4> 
that the ftage of the New Theatre had be^» 
fet on fire the night before, and that all my. 
paraphernalia and wardrobe, which lay there 
unpacked, had been confumed by the flames*. 

The conflagration, I found, was occafioned 
by the following circumftance, A Methodift 
teacher, who held forth in that city, told hw 
auditors, that he dreamed, the preceding, 
night, he was in the infernal regions, at a 
grand entertainment, where all the Devils in 
Hell were prefent, when Lucifer their chief 

gave for a toaft, the health of Mr. , who 

had fold his ground to build him a houfe 
upon, (meaning the theatre) and which was 
to be opened the next day for them all to 
reign in. 

The poor ignorant enthufiaftic hearers of 
this godly preacher, found their enmity againft 
Satan and his fubjeQs inftantly inflamed by 
this harangue; and in order to prevent fo 
alarming an extenfion of his infernal majefty » 
empire, they haftened away in a body to the 
new built play-houfe, and fet the ftage on fire. 
Luckily the flames were extinguiflied, before 
any other part of the theatre was confumed, 
but the whole of my theatrical wardrobe^ 
which lay in the packages upon it, were de- 
fijoy^d. It appeared^ that this religious mob 

had 
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had been joined by others, whowifhed to take 
advantage of the conflagration ; as a great 
deal of the falfe trumpery upon the regalia of 
the mock kings and queens, had been taken 
away, and, being found of no value, lay feat- 
tared about the fields. As the theatre wa$ a 
mile from the city, and the flames did not 
burft out fo as to become vifible, the incen- 
diaries compleated their defign, and filently 
retired. No alarm was therefore given, nor 
our lofs known till the next morning. 

Notwithftanding the intelligence I now re- 
ceived was of the utmoft importance to me^ 
I heard it with great tranquillity. But poor 
Mifs Wordley, who had loft her little all» 
loft with it all that philofophy, fhe, on many 
former occafions, had preached up to me. 
Which recalled to my memory thefe fine line* 
of Sbakfpere * ; 

——Men 
Can counfel, and give comfort to that grief 
Which they themfclves not feel ; but tafting it^ 
Their coanfel turns to paflion, which before 
Would gWe p?eceptial medicine to rage. 

•— 'Tis all men's office to fpeak patience 
To thofe that wring under the load of forrow ; 

• Much Ado about Nothing, *' Aa V. Scene V^ 

But 
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But no man's virtue, nor fuBiciency, 
To be fo moral when he (hould endure 
The like himfelf. 

Inftead of throwing tnyfelf into violent agf- 
tations, and lamenting my lofs, as manjr 
would have done, I very cooHy faid, I would 
go and look at the ruins; and ordered the 
chaife to drive immediately to the theatre. I 
there beheld the aflies of all my finery, which- 
had cod many, many hundreds of pounds ;• 
and, at that time, upon a moderate computa- 
tion, were worth nine hundred; there being 
among them a complete fet of garnets and 
pearls, from cap to (lomacher. 

When I returned to the inn, I enquired for 
Mr. Bates; for, as to the other partner, I 
never had any knowledge of him. I was in- 
formed that he was gone to the Exchange, to 
offer a reward for difcovcring the incendia- 
ries. But all his endeavours to that purpofe 
were vain. The native firmncfs of the Ca- 
ledonians infure their fidelity to each other. 
For in this affair, as well as that of Captain 
Porteus, in which, by all accounts, many 
hundreds were concerned, there was not one 
perfon found treacherous enough to give evi- 
dence againfl their partners, relative to the 
excefTes they had been guilty of. 

The poflillions were obliged to wait the 
return of Mr. Bates, as it was not in my 
power to difchargc them. When he came, 

and 
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bad fent the chaifes away, I defired he 
d go back to the Exchange, and inform 
/ perfon he faw, that I was fully deter- 
d not to make my appearance upon the 
;ow ftage, unlefs I did fo the next even- 
according to the plan I had fixed, but 
fi it was not in my power to do for want 
othes. Upon which, one of the princi- 
(lerchants of the city, by whofe intereft, 
ly, the theatre had been built, came im- 
ately to the inn, and politely offered me 
*ver money I wanted. 1 chearfully ac-» 
d his friendly affiftance, and upon my 
iting the refolution I had formed> he 
ne, I (hould have all the ladies clothes 
id about the city, before the evening, 
could get the ftage repaired; fo that 
d be no hindrance to us. 
being imprafti cable for us to perform ^ 
*dy, as the neceffary dreffes could pot 
t ready for fome days, we determined 
rform *^ The Citizen," by way of play, 
** The Mock Doftor" for the farce. 
Jates inftantly got fome induftrious car- 
rs, who nailed down boards for a lem- 
y ftage, (the other being entirely con^ 
1) which they covered with carpets, till 
image could be repaired. And before 
:lock, the gentleman fo well performed 
romife, that from not being miftrefs of 
;own, I found myfelf in poffeflion of 
: forty ; and fome of thefe almoft new, 

: A ?* 
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as well as very rich. Nor did the ladies con* 
fine themfelves to outward garments only. I 
received prefents of al! kinds, and from every 
part of the adjacent country, together with 
invitations and parties for the whole time of 
my refidence in their neighbourhood. 

Every thing was ready by the ufual hour, 
and we played the two pieces juft mentioned^ 
to a crowded houfe. At the concJuGen^ of the 
piece, one of the princi{>al ladies declared 
from the boxes, that none of the audience 
would ftir, till all the performers, and even 
the fervants, were fafely out of the theatre ; left 
there might be fomc perfonal attack attempted^ 
bp thofe who could commit fuch an outrage as 
that of the preceding evening ; and the towa 
guard was ordered to cfcort us into the city. 

The capital inhabitants made parties ta en- 
tertain us ; and I can truly fay, that I never 
met with more civility, more feftivity, nor 
more applaufe^ in any place wherever 1 ap- 
peared. Mr. Reddifh was the principal man 
in tragedy, Mr. Aickin in comedy. Whilft 
I was at Edinburgh, I had prevailed upon a 
gentleman, who was pofleffed of feme talentSj^ 
to compile a little piece from the celebrated 
poem of OiBan ; and I appeared in the cha- 
raQer of Commela, there, with great foccefe. 
But at Glafgow the applaufe I received wa$ 
beyond all bounds. This little piece alone, 
tacked to any indifferent comedy, would fill 
the houfe, fo that it wa^ erow^d eWrry 

night; 
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nigbt; which tended greatly to relieve me 
from the fatigue I daily underwent, not only 
from the duties of my profcffion, but from 
the conftant round of invitatioiis I was obliged 
to accept of. 

" Macbeth" and ** Douglas" were much 
called for J but thefe pieces could not be per- 
formed, till clothes proper for appearing in 
them were made and brought from Edin- 
burgh. As I had no black veftment of any 
kind fent to me among the numerous ones of 
different colours, which had been fhowered 
upon me by the ladies, I made that an ob* 
j^dk>n to playing the charaQcr of Lady 
MsK;beth. Upon wbich» I was aifured by 
fme <3f the inhabitants^ that her Ladyfliip 
walked every nighty at the caftle of Dunfi- 
oteCj dneffed in ivhitt fattin. Not being 
able to refrain from fmiling at this piece of 
iofonnation, I was told, with great feriouf- 
Iie6> tha4 it was really 2l JaBi of the truth 
of which I might be convinced, by watching 
one ni^bt only at the caftle. I rather chofe, 
liowever, to give credit to the perfon front 
whoHQ I received the account, than be at the 
iroiible of puuing the affertion to the teft; 
IMid played the cbara6ler, out of the ufual 
form, \r\ white fattin. 

On tl^ fourth of June there was to be a^ 
graiHl dinner at the Bull Inn, in honour of 
the day. At this inn I had taken up my 
te&kncc^ from the fulncls ^ the town> and 

its 
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its being fimated near the theatre. What 
made this place of abode the more defirable 
was, its being an immenfe, commodious 
building, capable of accommodating us in 
every refpcQ. It had been erefled by fub- 
fcription for the reception of the gentlemen 
belonging to the hunt, in the winter; and in 
the funimer for the people of fafhion who 
live in the environs, and come, at that fea- 
fon, occafionally to Glafgow. There was 
likewife a large room in it, which in winter 
was a free mafbn's lodge. This now ferved 
us for a wardrobe. 

Mifs Wordley feemed frantic with joy at 
fome news fhe had received from Edin- 
burgh, which induced me to follow her to 
enquire the caufe. When fhe informed me, 
that (he had beard Mr. Woodward was ar- 
rived in that city. On hearing this pleafing 
intelligence, we prevailed upon Mr. Bates 
to fet off immediately to invite him to join 
us. 

While the rubbifli that had been occa^ 
fioned by the fire was removing, we fefc 
about fearching to fee if we could recover 
any part of the valuable things I had loft; 
vhen, to my great joy and liirprize, I found 
among fome of it which the firft waggon 
could not contain, a trunk belonging to me* 
In it were depofited fome clothes, a great 
deal of lin^, and fome of my laces. But 
Ihe chief part of the latter were confumed 

during, 
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during the burning of the ftagc, together 
\vith ail the trinkets I had of any value. This, 
however, was a great acquifition, and afforded 
nie the more pleafure, as it was given over 
for loft. 

We had the mortification to find, that the 
report of Mr. Woodward's being arrived in 
Scotland was without foundation. This was 
a difappointment to us indeed. For as this 
gentleman's charafcler in private life was as 
amiable, as his public one was celebrated, 
he would have proved a valuable acquifi- 
tion in a country, where fomething more 
than theatrical merit is neceffary to infure 
approbation. 

As the fummer drew towards a conclu- 
lion, I faw, with infinite regret, the time ap- 
proach for our return to Edinburgh. There 
bad been an execution in our houfe at Bon- 
nington, for a debt Mr. Digge's had left un- 
paid. I had, therefore, no fettled habitation 
to go to. But it was not folely on this 
account, that I regretted leaving Glafgow; 
the hofpitality and friendfhip I had receiv- 
ed from the inhabitants during my ftay, 
bad made an indelible imprefEon upon my 
mind. 

Bcfides, the beauty of the place and of the 
country around it, are extremely captivating. 
The meadow, in particular, is beyond de- 
fcription pifturefque and charming. It re- 
miqds every one that has feen the beautiful 

village 
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village of Haerlcm, of the near refemblancfc 
of one to the other. On one fide of the ri- 
ver, you fee the City Bleaching-houfes, where 
multitudes are employed in the different avo- 
cations of the linen trade. Some wafhingr 
others attending the coppers, and others lay- 
ing the linen to bleach. On the other fide 
the cattle are grazing in a moft delightful 
pafture, Avhich terminates in a landfcape niuch 
beyond any defcription it is in my power to 
give of it. 

- We had likewifc the pleafure to obfervc^ 
that our departure was as much regretted by 
our bofpitable entertainers, as we felt ouTf 
felves mortified by the feparatioH frcan themr 
And it is with the nK>ft fenfible fatisfa£Uon I 
rcfleft, that there was not one member of 
our company, who did not depart without 
credit to tbemfclves, and honour to the pro» 
fefiion« 

Upon my return to Edinburgh I took a 
fmall Englifh hoiife in the Cannongate. 
But finding Mr. Bates had entered into an 
engagement with Mr. Sheridan, witiiout my 
knowledge or confent, a liberty diametrically 
oppofiie to our agreement, I declined appear- 
ing any more. An event which proved of- 
greater confcquence to the proprietors^ than 
Ihey had imagined it would; as I after* 
wards, found they played to their loii every 
night. / 

Having 
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Having come to this refolution, I deler- 
«ifiined to return to London as foon as I con- 
veniently could. And my departure was ac- 
•celerated by a very unexpetled difcovery. 
Another of thofe revolutions of fortune which 
had fo frequendy been my lot, now awaited 
me. Having one day received a letter from 
'Mr. Digges, now Weft, with a demand for 
a larger fum than I could fpare, I could not 
help being much afFefted whilft I read it* 
Upon which, a gentleman, who happened to 
he prefent, told me, he was well affured 
the union that had taken place between M,r. 
Digges and me could not be valid, as to his 
knowledge a former wife was ftill living. 
Being alanned at this information, and doubt- 
ing the truth of it, the gentleman promifed 
to fend me well-authenticated proofs of it a« 
foon as he got to London, for which place he 
•was juft fetting off. 

Accordingly I received, foon after, an affi- 
davit, confirming the truth of this aflertion, ' 
by which I was again fet at liberty ; and 
found, as I had done more than once, an 
union I thought to be indijfoluble^ fuddenly 
diflTolvedw The gentleman at the fame time 
informed me, that he had feen Mrs. Digges^ 
vrhoi told him that fhe had announced her 
death in the public papers, in older to deceive 
her hufband, by whom fhe was apprehenfive 



of being moledcd. 
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She might have fpared hcrfelf the trouble 
^ and expcrjce of fiich a manoeuvre, as I am 
very certain he never meant to fee her after 
their reparation, his aff'eftions being at that 
time really fixed upon another perfon. I mud 
here flop to declare, that I acquit Mr. Digges 
of any intended deception toward mc. Had 
lie not been unfortunately embarraffed in his 
circumflances by a former connexion, the 
delicacy of his tendernefs, and the unremit- 
ting attention he always paid mc, would 
have prevented my having the leafl caufe of 
complaint. 

By what a chain of fand do all the hopes 
of poor blind mortals hang! — Take what 
ftcps we will to render it durable, even thofe 
which are apparently the refult of prudence, 
and they cannot infurc permanency to it.— 
Some unexpefted flrokc breaks the contex- 
ture, and our mofl fanguine cxpeflations arp 
fcattered by the winds. — No woman has 
furely fo much reafon, as I have repeatedly 
faid, to complain of thefc fudden attacks of 
fortune, as myfelf. — Be my intentions ever fo 
pure, and well planned, fome incidental oh- 
llru6tion fruflrates the purpofed end. — It is a 
long time fince I troubled you with any com- 
plaints of this nature. — Bear therefore with 
this, as the occafion fo pointedly excites it. 

G. A. B. 

t E T- 



C. A. B £ L L ^ M V. 7I 






LETTER LXXIX, 

Sept. 5, 1;— 

THE iiKredible marks of friendfhip I had 
received during my refidcnce in Scot- 
land, claimed every acknowledgment on my 
part. To fhew, therefore, that I was not in- 
fenfible of this indulgence, I infertcd the foU 
lowing advertifement in the public papers, 
every day, for the month I ftaid after my dif- 
engagement, in order to pay my refpefts to 
thofe who had particularly honoured me with 
their patronage. 

"^ As Mrs. Bellamy has. diffolved her en- 
** gagcment with the proprietors of theThea- 
*' tre in the Cannongate, fhe begs leave to 
" jretttrn her warmeft thanks to the public 
^' in general, and to thofe friends in parti- 
" cular, who have done her the honour to 
*' patronize her in fo flattering a degree, 
** fince her refidence in Scotland ; of which 
** fhe will ever retain the moft grateful fenfe, 
" as their favours are deeply impreffed in 
" hear heart. 

*' N. B. All perfons who have any legal 
'* demand upon Mrs. Bellamy, are requefted 
" to deliver in their accounts at her houfe 
*^ pppofite Lord Milton's, in th^ Cannon- 
'* gate, within one month of this date, in 
" order to receive the fame." 

The 
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The firft among my patrons was the pre- 
fent firft Baron, the worthy Mr. Mont- 
gomery ; a gentleman as well known for his 
goodnefs as his great knowledge. He not 
only extricated me from the perfecuting 
fpirit of an infatiable creditor, as before re- 
lated, but introduced me to the ladies of hij 
family, who were the moft amiable of womea. 
One of thefe is theprefent Vifcountefs Town- 
fliend, whole goodnefs excels her beauty, 
though that is fo acknowledged. In this 
circle I had the happinefs of being introduced 
to the late Dutchefs of Douglas, who ever 
after honoured me with her patronage. Thefe 
ladies gave me a general invitation, and not 
only received my vifits with pleafure, but re- 
turned them. 

We had befides formed a little party of 
particular friends, who met once or twice a 
week at my houfe. We termed this fociable 
meeting the " Nonfenfe Club." Mifs Word- 
ley was fixed upon for the goddefs. And I 
really believe, as much innocent mirth, wit, 
and good humour abounded in it, as ever 
did in any affembly of the fame nature* 
Every body was anxious to pleafe. Ill-hu- 
niour, ill-manners, and all indecency were 
baniflied fron> it, and inftruftion and mirth 
only reigned. The gentlemen that were ad- 
mitted to our little fociety were chiefly flu- 
dents and young men pofTeffcd of learning 

and 
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sind underftanding greatly above the com- 
mon rank. 

The Dean of the Faculty had likewifc been 
a volunteer in my caufe upon the occafion 
before mentioned; and though the fuit 
was pending two terms, the only txpence I 
was at, was for printing the cafes, which 
came but to a trifle. Upon a moderate 
computation, this fuit would have coft hun- 
dreds in the Englifh courts of common* 
law. 

There was a circumftance attending this 
litigation, which I own greatly furprized me. 
The great advocate, Mr. Lockart, who was 
retained by my opponent, when it came be- 
fore the court, beftowed the moft virulent 
abufe upon me. Every thing that even the 
utmoft malice of an enraged bad woman 
could have fuggefted, he loaded me with. 
But when he afterwards honoured me with 
a vifit in my dreffing-room, he told me he 
was much concerned at his having been mif- 
informed. " However," continued he, " do 
" not give yourfelf any uneafinefs about 
" what I faid in the court. For what I ut- 
^* tered in the pleadings, except what im- 
^* mediately related to the cafe in point, was 
^' not paid the lead attention to." 

And indeed, a moment's refleftion con- 
winced me of the truth of the learned advo- 
:ate's obfervation. For my being both be- 
fore, and afterwards, carelfed by ladies of 

VOL. IV. £ the 
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the moft exemplary charafter, as well as of 
exalted rank^ aflured me^ that whatever had 
been fpoken to my difadvantage, upon the 
bccafion^ had not gained any credit. I^aii 
that been the cafe, I ftiould not have retained 
their good opinion ; but, on the contrary, I 
was as much carefTed in private^ as admired 
in public. The very flattering reception I 
met with wherever I went, bariifhed every 
apprehenfion ; and clearly evinced, that they 
were merely words of courfe. 

But notwithftanding I was fortunate enough 
to efcape the effeQs of this official fcandal, 
how many are there whofe future lives arp 
rendered unhappy by it! The indifcripi- 
nate and generally unmerited abufe with 
which fuch as are fo unfortunate as to have 
any concerns in a court of juftice, are be- 
fpattered by the counfel of their oppone^nts, 
calls for reprehenfion. It affords but very 
little confolation to the unjuftly abufed per- 
fon, to hear it afterwards faid, *' I am forry 
** for it" — " I was mifinformed" — *' It will 
** not be regarded." — The bur of fcamdal 
flicks clofe — The imprefSon is not cafly 
defaced — It goes into the world; tin£lure< 
every aftion ; and caufes the whole of the 
future conduft to be viewed with a fufpicioui 
eye. — That gentlemen of enlarged mindsj as 
thofe belonging to the bar are known to 
be, (a few excepted) Ihould condefcend to 
have recourfe to fo mean and unjuft a me- 
thod 
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ihod for promoting the caufe they are fe- 
lained in, is really to be wondered at. Thofe 
who are naturally revengeful and abufive^ 
may rejoice at having an opportunity of in- 
dulging a propenfity which gives them plea- 
fure i but an humane and generous perfon, 
will certainly refrain from every unnecejfary 
exertion of it. — I think I have made fome 
fimilar obfervations in a former letter. Thefe 
however, fhall go, as the cuftom 1 am cen- 
.furing, though it has hitherto been confidered 
as perfeflly allowable, is much complained 
of, and cries aloud for redrefs. — Let me juft 
cadd, that though the circumftances before- 
mentioned has given rife to this digreflion, 
a general reproof is only intended. 

In confequence of not being able to dif- 
•chai^e the whole of the debts I had eon- 
tra&ed here, I applied to Mr» Hearne, the 
gentleman I have already mentioned, who 
immediately fent me two hundred pounds* 
But that fum not being adequate to the de- 
mands made upon me, which Were more 
confiderable than I apprehended, I wrote td 
Sir George Metham to requeft his af&ftance* 
By the return of the poft, I received a remit- 
tance for the fum I required, together with 
a very preflSng invitation to fpend fome days 
with him, upon my return to London, at his 
feat at North Cave, my fon being there f®f 
the holidays. 

E a Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, at the expiration of the 
month, Mifs Wordley and myfelf fet off for 
Haddington ; to which place fome of our 
Edinburgh friends accompanied us, and fpent 
the evening. The next morning we conti- 
nued our journey; and as we had leifure, I 
was determined to take a view, as we went 
on, of every place that excited curiofity. 
This intention, however, was prevented by 
a difagreeable event which happened early 
on our journey, and makes me Ihudder whilft 
I relate it. 

As we were palling through a village, not 
far from Berwick, an infant had crept into 
the high-road, and fet itfelf down in the 
middle of it. The driver of the chaife going 
on Jehu-like, did not perceive it ; and Mifs 
Wordley and myfelf being employ in read- 
ing, neither did we obferve it till the chaife 
had gone over its legs. Providentially, my 
fcreams prevented the carriage from going 
over its head. The accident had fo violent 
an efFeft upon me, that I was taken out fenfe- 
lefs, and it was fome time before I could be 
reftored to life. 

As foon as I recovered, my firft thoughts 
were beftowed upon the maimed little one, 
of whofe difafter we had unfortunately, but 
innocently, been the occafion. Its parents 
being now returned from their rural work 
in the fields, I ordered every poflTible care to 
\)C taken of it; and I am certain I fufFered 

more 
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mcyre pain of mind, than the child did of 
body. Had there been a furgeon near, I 
Ihould not have purfued my journey; but I 
could not. think of letting the poor baby 
lie neglefted through my acute feelings. I 
therefore, though very unfit to travel, haften- 
ed on to the next town, where I was recom- 
mended to a gentleman of eminence in his 
profeffion, whom I immediately difpatched 
to his relief. Before he went, I requcftcd 
him to write to me, as foon as poffible, at Sir 
George Metham's ; as I was not only anxious 
for the recovery of the child, but becaufe 
the expence of his attendance could not then 
be afcertained, 

. A f<2"w weeks after my arrival at Cave, I 
had the pleafure of hearing, not only from 
the furgeon himfelf, but from a perfon who 
refided in the village, that through the (kill 
of the former, and another trifling circum- 
ilance, the child was perfectly recovered. 
The parents were likewife made happy, and 
the furgeon amply rewarded by Sir George; 
Vfho had a tear for pity, and a hand ever 
ready to relieve the diftrefled, while he had 
the power. 

This was one of thofe eventual circum- 
ftances, which appears at firft to be a great 
misfortune, but in the end isproduSive of the 
greateft good. For I have fince been inform- 
ed that the father of the child, a poor induf- 
trious peafant with a large family, was upon 

E 3 "^ the 
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the poiDt of befng turned out of his littfe 
habitation, and having his goods feized, by 
an unfeeling landlord, at the time the acci- 
dent happened. But this was prevented by 
Sir George's timely bounty ; who not only 
refcued him from his prefent diftrefs, but 
enabled him and his family to live in comfort 
ever after. 

Oh how I envied Sir George his feelings 
upon this occaTion ! For the exquifite fcnfa- 
lion fuch a benevolent aft muft excite in a 
ftifceptible mind is truly enviable.— Though 
envy is a vice, with which, thank Heaven, i 
am totally unacquainted, yet I never hear of 
the performance of a generous aftion, but a 
wifh inftantly arifes in my breaft, that I had 
been the happy perfon who poflefled the 
power with the inclination to perform it.-^ 
Whether this dcfire of robbing another of fa 
great a bappinefs, falls under the denomina* 
tion of envy, I leave to the cafuifts to deter- 
mine ;'bu4 it is a defire I cannot fupprefs.— 
To light up the face of diftrefs into gladnefs„ 
and to pour the balm of comfort into the 
wounded mind, is the trueft felicity the hu-» 
man heart i& capable of feeling. 

I was fo much indifpofed when I got to 
Alnwick, for the agitation I had under- 
gone, that I was obliged to remain there 
ibme days, before I was able to view that 
beautiful Gothic Caftle, which I did not 
care to leave the place wkhout doing. I 

bavcj^ 
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bave, however, at prefent, very little recol- 
leftion of it^ ^ir George had wrote me word, 
that he would fend his chaife to meet me 
it York, and convey me from thenee to his 
boufe ; but unluckily his fervant had gone* 
to a favourite houfe of his, and not to the 
Poft-Houfe, where we were fet down ; and 
the people of the inn at which the man 
had let up his horfes, were fo very illiberal 
as to deny his being there, when I fent to 
enquire. 

The morning after my arrival at York, 
I went to pay my devoirs at the convent, 
where I had fpent fo many happy hours, 
during my former refidence in that city. I 
found but few of thofe cilive with whom I 
had then been acquainted, and learnt that the 
good old chaplain* had for fome time been 
gone to enjoy the reward of his piety. As I 
purpofed proceeding to Cave that afternoon, 
I -was obliged to decline a very prefling in- 
vitation, the pious irJiabitants of this bleffed 
abode gave me to fpend fome time with them, 
and took my leave, loaded with benevolent 
wiflies. 

Upon my return to the inn, I was tiot very 
well pleafed at ftill hearing no news of Sir 
George's carriage, my finances ndi being in 
the moft flourifliing ftate. I tlielrefore Was 
neceflitated to make ufe of k hired one, in 
which we fet off. When W6 arrived at at, 
place about twenty ftiiles frott Ytfrk, I \tft 

E 4 my 
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my companion at the inn, and proceeded to 
Sir George's alone. I wiflied to reconnoitre, 
and be certain of a kind reception, before I 
introduced her. If my reception fhould not 
be as warm as my invitation, or if there hap- 
pened to be any company I did not' like to 
join, I was determined to return from his 
honour s the fame evening. But I beg Sir 
George's pardon for even the bare fuppofition. 
Had I conlidered rightly, I could have had 
no caufe for apprehenfion on either point, 
particularly the latter, as he had always been 
remarkably careful in the choice of the com- 
pany he introduced me to. 

When I approached the houfe, I faw the 
owner of it at a diftance ; and as the road I 
w^as in, led to his manfion only, he was af- 
fured the vifit muft be to him ; he therefore 
haftened to the chaife. I was much fur- 
prized at feeing him alone ; nor did he feem 
to be lefs fo at my being without a companion." 
As foon as I came up to him, he cried out, 
*' My dear Pop ! how comes it that you are 
^« by yourfelf and in a hack ? My chaife has 
*^ been waiting for you feveral days at York. 
•* I began to be alarmed at your flay, and 
*' fent George, and my nephew, and fome 
" others, yefterday, to make enquiries about 
^* you. But where is Mifs Wordley ? I hoped 
** to have had the pleafure of her company.'* 
From fo cordial a reception, I no longer har- 
boured a doubt of my prefcnce giving plea- 
fure 



0. A. B E L L A MY. 8l 

fure at Cave, I then informed Sir George, 
that I had left Mifs Wordley at a village fome 
miles from his houfe ; upon which he ^if- * 
patched the chaife to bring her. 

As I entered the hofpitable manfion, I 
had the pleafure of feeing the faithful valet 
I have formerly had occafion to mention. 
The worthy fellow abfolutely fhed tears of 
joy upon my hand as he kiffed it. He had 
conceived fuch an affeflion for my fon, that 
I looked upon him more like a relation than 
a fervant. He had lived with his mafler 
from his childhood; having been brought 
up in a fchool, crefted by Mr. Montgomery, 
Sir George's father, for the education of the 
children of fuch of his tenants and neigh- 
bours, as could not afford to beftow one on- 
them. At this period, mod of Sir George'sr 
Servants, both men and women, had partaken* 
of the old gentleman's goodnefs. I am forry 
to be able to add, that I heard with infinite 
concern fome years after, that Sir George had 
difcharged his faithful Sherrad, through the 
mifreprefentations of a favourite miftrefs. 

We had not been long feated, when we 
beheld Mifs Wordley approach, attended by 
the cavalcade which had been difpatched in 
quell of me. The Goddefs of Nonfenfe for- 
getting it was Sunday, had placed herfelf in 
the window, and fat very compofedly at work. 
So unufual a fight drew the attention of thofe* 
'wbo pafled,. and foon raifed a crowd before 

JL 5 * the 
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the inn. My. fon and his companions fiap^ 
pening to ride through the village, at the: 
fame time> in their return, their notice was 
like wife attrafted by the novelty. This gave 
Mifs Wordley an opportunity of feeing my 
younkei;, whom the immediately knew by 
the great refemblance he bore to his £silher. 
Upon which, being above all Geremony> and 
her apprehenfions of a favourable receptionr 
being removed by. the fight of the chaife^. 
file threw up the window, made herfelf 
known to the young gentlemen, and being, 
feated in the chaife, was ^onduBed by {ouf 
fquires on horfeback, en grand train, to join* 
Ma. 

After tea, my hod defired he might have^^ 
the pleafure of Ihewing me to my apart-* 
ment,, as he had fomething particular to fayi 
tome. I arofe,^and £3llowedhim. When w6- 
got into my room, I was not a littFe furpriz^ 
ed to fee him affume an air of confequcnce,, 
which no one knew better than himfdf how 
to do. He then, with a grave-€ountenance^ 
laid, that he was very much concerned to telk 
me, he had fomething very diiagreeable to 
inform me of. I began to fear, fromt tfai# 
Qxordium, that I had been too baily in fend«> 
ing away the chaile. But my apprehenfions^ 
foon vanilhed, when he told me, with great 
£)lemnity, that during the diftraBion occafi-» 
oned by our feparation, he had rafhly bound 
himfdfj^ by. the moft facfed vows^ never 

more 
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more to have any tender connexion vith 
me. 

The conclufion of this fpeech had fuch an 
efFeft upon me/ that I was in danger of for- 
getting the graces, fo far as to burft into a 
fit of laughter. But recolleflting myfelf as 
well as I could, I begged he would not Be 
under th6 confufion of an apology ; for could' 
I have fuppofed, that in the jpreffcnt fitua- 
lion of things it w6uld have been otherWife^ . 
I cerlaitily fhould not have accepted his iri* 
Yitation. I perceived that his vanity was 
ihuch hurt at this declaration, and Was coii« 
c^irned at it. He had not fuppofed that I 
ihould receive a tirctrtnftance of fuch great * 
itnpdrt with the uriiffefted indifference I did* 
He; expefted that I fhould regret the reftric- 
tfot^ with the fame poignant feelings he had- 
6ti\^A he himfelt felt, and his chagrin 
upori the occafion was vifible. Howevef,., 
upon rejoining the company, be rfe-affume(fc 
his godd humour and politenefs. In both of 
thefe Siir George exceeded the generality of^ 
hh fe*3.,p2lft}culaFly in the latter. I cannot^ 
rfcfcdffeft a pi^rfon attiongft all my^ acquaint- 
sMde^ . except the Dowager Lady . Harrington,., 
tiiiakB€W how to adqmt themfeWes in doing 
tlife tie^ioUrs of their houfe/ with niort eafe 
diid'aitentidn.' Aiv nndifputable proof of a 
gtjdd-lttfiiW, im^rov<d by a ppUte education* 

G.A;B. 

Eft XIT* 
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LETTER LXXX. 

September 12, 17— 

WHILST I continued at Cave, every 
body feemcd to vie with each other 
m^hich could moft fuccced in pleaiing me. 
But my anxiety to procure an engagement at 
the theatre, made me at times very uneafy. 
Such a ftep was abfohitely neceff^ry, to clear 
me from the debts with which I was encum- 
bered ; for notwithftanding the fums I had 
paid, I dill owed above four thoufand pounds. 
Sir George exprefled to, me a defire of felling 
an eftate, in order to extricate both himfelf 
and me, which he alTured me be would do, 
as foon as it was in his power ; and he gave 
me a commiffion to fpeak to Alderman Cra- 
croft, upon my return to London, to leok 
put for a purchafer. 

In the mean time, he wrote to bis couiin^ 
Lord Eglington, defiring he would ufe his inn 
terefl with Mr. Beard> the then aBing ma- 
nager, in order to replace me in my former 
ftation at Covent-Garden theatre. By bis 
lordfhip's anfwer, I had the mortification to 
find, that the proprietors were defirous of 
faving fo heavy a falary as mine. Mrs^ Ward 
and Mils Macklin, bad divided between them 
the charafters which ufed to be in my pofTef* 
Hon. His lordfhip was therefore informed, 

that 
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that there was no room for me. My pride, 
as well as the prudential motives which made 
me folicitous for ^n engagement, fended to 
aggravate the contents of his lordfliip's letter, 
and to render the difappointment the more 
irkfome. So that notwithftanding the unre-^ 
mitted attention which was fliewn me at Cave> 
as the winter was now advanced, I determined 
to vifit London, 

Accordinngly, Mifs Wordley, my fon, and 
little felf, fet off for the great city ; after 
having fpent three months in all the pleafure 
that agreeable fociety, good cheer, good hur 
mour, and unembittered pleafantry can af- 
ford. I left this feai of hofpitality with re- 
gret; which would have been greatly aug-- 
mented, could I have then forefeen that I 
ihould never more have been an inhabitant 
of it. 

I could not refrain from fhedding tears, as 
ve pafled the refidence of my late worthy 
friend. Lord Downe. And when I recolleft 
the manner of this nobleman's death, and 
tjiatno public honours have been. ever paid to 
his memory, a gloom overcafts my mind, 
and I pay him the tribute of a figh. 
. At Standford, I was moft agreeably fur- 
prifed to meet with Lord Granby, who did 
me the honour to fpend the evening with 
me. I could not help obfervfng, to my great 
furprife, that during the whole time we were 
together, his lordfhip never mentioned the 

name 
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name of Mr; Calcraft. This was the more 
fingular, from a rc?port which wis then cur- 
fentj and which I (hall explain itiore fully 
in my annexed letter to that gentleman. 

Sir George had promifed to allow me feven 
guineas a week ; and he affured- me that he 
would foon be in town. The commiffion he 
empowered me to give to Mr. Alderman Cra- 
croft, afforded me double pleafure ; as, in- 
dependent of my own expectations from it^ 
I fhould be enabled by it to fhew my grati- 
tude to one of the beft of men. I own the 
fatisfaflion I received, from finding myfelf 
thus reconciled to the perfon on whom I firft" 
beftowed my heart, was very great. A fe- 
ries of the moft complicated treachery had^ 
induced me to ufe him ill, at the very time* 
I preferred him to his whole fex ; and the 
aflUrance of his future friendlhip was flatters- 
ing in the extreme. Whilft it promifed to* 
be ferviceable to me. it did me honouir.— • 
The lines 1 have already quoted fhwn Shak*^ 
fpere's « Mldfummer Night'^ Dream," rela- 
tive to the croffcs of love, arc full ais appli- 
cable to this di fun ii!)^, as to that where I ap^- 
plied them. I might hefe,^ aHb, with as n^Uck^ 
propriety fay, " thee6ui'feoftruek)ve nfcver 
•* did run fmooth."* 

Upon our arrival in London, We were Rjfr ' 
down at my mother s in BrewVr-ftreet, nvhofe 
houfe, very fortunately harppened to Wfe** 
empty. 1 have already obfcrved, that fhb* ' 

ufualljjr 
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riually let it to perfons of diftinaion; the 
profits of which, added to the intereft of the 
noney flie had faved> together with her pen- 
ion, enabled her to live genteelly,, and keep 
3p an acquaintance with tfaofe who were 
tveedly her fuperiors, . 

She confented to let rae have her firft floor^, 
ind undertook to pay all my incidental eX"> 
fences with^hc money Sir George Metham 
had promifed to allow me. But as (he knevr 
efae capriciourners of his difpofition, (which 
rndeea turned out a«^ flie expe3ed) and the 
^recarioufneis of making an engagement at 
die theatres^ when both the companies were 
Ebttkd^ Ihe objcfted to Mifs Wordley's con^ 
Afiuingwitb me* Though this objeftion wat 
AiC refult of prudence, it gave me infinite 
pain* However, as taking up my abode in 
a parent's^ houfe, muft appear more eligible 
in the eyes of the world, than in any other 
lodgilig I couldget, I was obliged to confent^ 
lbo«iigb with great relu£lariee, to that young 
kdyf# fettling nearme. 

SMft after my returii from Scotland, . Mr^. 
Dodftsy fent me a receipt for a confiderabler 
fom wliieh I ftodtf indfcbted to him for books.. 
I accepjt^dv it aa a genteel compliment, foF 
having been the fuccefsful heroine of his^ 
btot1)^r*& tiagedy of " Cleone.'* 
• I now wrote ta Mr. Digges,. (Jt (hould fey^ 
l^t4 Weft.) to acguaint him that we mufi 
Mv«r meet again, . As I bad^ nothing to re^ 

proach 
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proach him with, I did not trouble him- 
with any upbraidings. He had not been 
giiihy x>f any deception towards me ; and, 
barring his unhappy jealous temper, I muft 
acknowledge that he ftrove, by every ten- 
der, indulgent attention, to pleafe me. Nor 
did we ever meet after, but once in the 
ftreet, and twice at the theatre. 

A circumftance happened theaightof our 
arrival in town, which, though trifling in 
itfelf, as it (hewed my much-loved fons 
afFeftion, I cannot forbear relating. When 
lights were brought, obferving they were of 
tallow, without feeming to take any ma-nner 
of notice, he immediately went out and pur- 
chafed wax. Having done this, his delicacy 
induced him to call me, upon fome flight 
pretence, into another room, whilft they were 
changed. Such a mark of attention and 
refped, could not fail of giving the moil 
heart-felt pleafure to a fond mother. And 1 
have the fatisfaftion to pay this juft tribute ta 
his loved memory, (for he is now no more) 
that to the day of his death, he preferved 
the fame unremitting affeflion and aflfiiduity 
to pleafe me. The next day, I took him to 
Eton, as he had greatly treipaffed upon Uie 
limits of his holidays^ 

Upon my return, I vifited Mark-kiie> to 
confult my good friend the Alderman ; when 
1 opened my commiflion, which he gladly 
undertook. I had always, even in my moft ' 

encum-* 
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encumbered fituation, preferved my credit 
with him. Being himfelf the moft pun£tual 
of men in all his dealings, he never excufed 
the want of punftuality in others. He, 
however, ufually gave his clients permiflion 
to name their own time of payment ; but 
that he expefted them to abide by. The al- 
derman had paid my creditors fuch confider- 
able fums the year of my unfortunate expa- 
triatingy that he not only kept them in good 
humour, but prevailed upon them all (except 
the one who had fo cruelly perfecuted me) to 
promife that they would do every thing ia 
their power to fcrve me. 

I had entered the room upon my firfl: 
going in, with my ufual chearfulnefs ; and 
announced myfelf, by faying, " Here I 
am." Mrs. Cracroft received me with her 
ufual affeftion. Mr. Cracroft then afked me 
if I had any hopes of any engagement ? To 
which I replied in the negative. But I told 
him what Sir George had promifed to da 
for me ; at which he was much plcafed. 
And as^ the eftate, intended to be fold, was 
in a regiftered county, he had no doubt, he 
faid, but he fhould be able to difpofe of it 
to advantage. I next acquainted him, that 
I (hould endeavour to procure an engage- 
ment, if ft was only for a few nights, in 
order to be. entitled xo a benefit, which I 
had every reafon to hope would prove as lu- 
crative as ufCial, I therefore requefted that 

he 
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he would get my letter of licence renewed; 
and likewife raife money upon the plate 
which I had left in his hands, at once to pay 
himfelf what would be due to him in a few 
days, (for he was to be paid his debt at dated 
periods) and to fupport me till Sir George 
came to town ; as I could not hope to receive 
any fupply from that gentleman, till the eftatc 
was fold. 

During my return home, a thought ftruck 
me, which was to write to the honourable 
Mr. James Brudenell, now Lord Brudenell, 
who had formerly honoyred me with bis' 
friendfliip, but fince my feparation frotri his 
intimate acquaintance. Sir George Metham, 
had defifted from noticing me. As I was 
in hopes that his coolnefs would fubfide^ 
now the caufe of it was removed, by my re- 
conciliation with the man he fo greatly ef- 
teemed, I prefumed by letter to folicit the 
honour of his intereft with the proprietors of 
the theatre. Should I be fo happy as to fuc- 
ceed in obtaining this requeft, I could not 
then, I knew, entertain the leaft doubt of a» 
engagement ; it beirtg the dijiingni/hed marfc 
of charafter in that truly nobrc fertiily, whcfn- 
ever they efpoufe a caufe, to tnake ufe oP • 
every means in their power to pirottiote it. 
Would fome of high rank that I co\iM name» 
follow fuch bright examples^ we ttioiAd iw* 
fo frequently hear of broken ptimAfts. 

The 



G» A. BELLAMY. 9I. 

The obfervance of a promife is held by 
me in fo facred a lights that I cannot for* 
bear expatiating upon it whenever opportu- 
nity offers. I fhall, therefore, juft remark, 
by way of addition to what I have faid upon 
tbe fubjeQ: in a former letter, that my feel- 
ings, when I have been obliged to poftpone 
the performance of a verbal engagement, 
through the want of ability to accompli (h my 
wiihes, are pungent in the extreme. — I am 
even of opinion, that an injury received, will 
by no means cancel an obligation of this na- 
ture, or warrant a breach of it.— And fo far 
is my attention engaged by anxiety for the 
fulfilment of thofe I have entered into, that 
there is one in particular, which will be a con- 
ftant fource of difquietude to me till it is in 
my power to difcharge it. 

The morning after, I was honoured with a 
vifit from the gentleman I had wrote to ; when 
he not only promifed to exert his intereft in 
my favour, but made me happy, by affuring 
mc of the renewed patronage of the ladies of 
his family. 

Two mornings after this, I happened to 
lie in bed longer than ufual. Although I 
cen Fife at any hour^ with the grcateft alert- 
nefsi when^ any concern, whether of bufi- 
nefs or plealure calls mfe ; yet when that is 
not the cafe^ you know I am no Matinefs. 
Being thus indolently inclined, Mifs Wordley 
came- running, into my bed- chamber, and, 

witU 
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^ith joy imprefled on her countenance, de* 
lired I would make hafte and rife, as Johnny 
Beard was coming to fee me. 

I imagined Mils Wordley meant Mr. Baird 
from Glafgow ; a gentleman who had been 
a warm partifan of mine, whilft I was in 
that city. I could not entertain the moft dif- 
tant idea, that the manager of Covent-Garden 
theatre would fo far lelfen his confequence, 
as to viiit a performer whom he had fo re- 
cently rejected ; alledging, as he had done to* 
Lord Eglington, that mufical pieces were the 
ftaple commodity of that houfe. I found it, 
however, to my great furprife, to be the pa- 
tentee himfelf. Having faluted me, with his 
ufual cordial civility, he informed me, laugh- 
ing, that he was come ambalfador from the 
junto, and had the happinefs to be deputed 
by them to engage me; adding, that there 
was a neceffity for the engagement's being 
figned that evening. 

Upon my exprefling my affonifhment at 
the celerity required, and the urgency made 
ufe of^ he acquainted me, that he had been 
honoured with a vifit from Colonel Brudenell, 
who had peremptorily demanded that I Ihould 
be engaged in four and twenty hoursj or 
elfe he ftiould be obliged to compel them to 
a compliance. As the refolution of this gen- 
tleman was well known ; and, likewife, that 
he was diftinguifhed by havipg the ear of 
royalty; the proprietors thought it better to- 

compljF 
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:omplywith his demand, than to rifque in- 
:urring the difpleafiire of a perfon whole fa- 
vour was of fuch importance to them. 

As a further confideration, they knew he 
lad great influence over all the young men 
>f quality, many of whom would be happy 
in having an opportunity of breaking chan- 
ieliers, and pulling up benches. 

It muft be fuppofed that I was not a lit- 
tle mortified, when I confidered that a per- 
former, who had always b^en efteemed of 
confequence, and who had every reafon to 
conclude herfelf in fome eftimation with the 
public, fhould, according to the ftage phrafe, 
b^Jorcei upon the managers. I was, how- 
ever, confoled by the refleClion, that I was 
ftill honoured with the friendfhip of my wor- 
thy benefaflor Mr. Brudcnell, who had in- 
duced his brother the Colonel, to efpoufe my 
caufe fo warmly. 

I immediately fent my good friend. Alder- 
man Cracroft, intelligence of this unexpect- 
ed fuccefs. He was much pleafed to hear 
of it; but acquainted me at the fame time, 
of his having been informed, that my in- 
exorable profecutrix had bought up two 
notes of mine, in order to make her debt 
ibove a thoufand pounds ; by which flie in- 
:ended to prevent me from taking the be- 
lefit of any aft of infolvency. And this flie 
lad done, notwithftanding I had regularly 
)aid her the ftipulated two hundred pounds 

a year. 
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a year, and had given a proof of my honeft 
intentions, by fcorning even a thought of tak- 
ing advantage of ajn a6l, at the time I owed 
near twice the fum I now did. He therefore 
advifed me by all means to apply to Comte 
Haflang, with whom I had formerjy had the 
honour to be upon the moft friendly terms,: to 
requeft that he would retain me for his houfe- 
keeper, as a fecurity for my perfon. 

The application was no fooner made, than 
granted, and my prote6tion was drawn up ] 
nearly in thefe words : 

'^ Whereas George Anne Bellamy, my 
** houfe-keeper, informs me, that fhe has 
** contracted fome debts which Ihe is anxious 
" to pay ; and as flie is offered an engage- 
" ment at Covent-Garden theatre, I grant 
** her my leave to perform at the faid theatre, 
** upon this condition on/y, that (he appro- 
** priates her whole falary for the ufe oif her 
" creditors. 

** Signed, 

'' De Haflang/* 

The next day, my engagement at Covent- 
"Garden theatre was publicly announced in 
the papers, together with my intended ap- 
pearance, the Friday following, in the cha* 
rafter of Cleone. 

I had now obtained the fummit of my 
prcfent hopes; and as I know your fcd- 
iug are fet in unifon with my own, I dare 

3 fay 
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fay you will enjoy with me this momentary 
re(pit.e of mine from trouble. — A momcrUary 
rclpite I call it~P'or as Eloifa fays, upon 
reading Abelard's Letters, 

*' Whene'er thy name I find, 
• '^ Sione fare misfortune follows clofe behind ;** 

So, with me, freCh troubles tread upon the 
hecl$ of a relaxation from pain; a$ the hurri- 
canes in the Weft Indies, and other countries 
fubje8 to them, are furely preceded by a 
dead calm. 

G. A. B. 
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Sept. ao, 17— 

I Now imagined my perfon to be fecure, 
and that all my affairs were fetded, 
except that of my obdurate female credi- 
lor i and even her I had now no apprehen- 
fions from, as I concluded flhe would take 
the yearly fum fhe had agreed to do, ra- 
ther than attempt breaking through the laws 
of nations by attacking a perfon, who was 
a6liially the known domeftic of a foreign 
mioifier; and as I was certain that I fhould 
b? able to pay her the ftipulated fum, from 
the produce of my benefit,, as it was not 
due till the April following, I fet my heart 
9X reft upon xhat fcore. I was likewife per- 
feQly happy, that notwithftanding my fud- 
4eii idecampnient in the middle of the fea- 

fon. 
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Ton, I had nothing to apprehend from the 
lofs of the public favour; as the very morn- 
ing the play I was to appear in was advertifed, 
every place in the houle was taken. 

But to my very great mortification, I found 
the tranquillity which' I had affumed to be 
fallacious; and the ferene profpeCl that 
Teemed to prefent itfelf, as unfubftantial as 
the bafelefs fabric of a dream. The houfc- 
keeper who lived with me during my abode 
in Jermyn-ftreet, and in whom I had wholly 
confided, had appropriated the money al- 
lowed for the expences of the houfe to her 
own ufe; and by bringing me in falfe vouch- 
ers, made me believe every thing was paid 
for; by which means, I found myfelf two 
hundred pounds more in debt than I thought 
for. With the money thus fraudulently ob- 
tained, file had purchafed herfelf a hufband, 
whom flic accompanied to Switzerland, his 
native country. 

This occafioned me many unwelcome vi- 
fitors, and obliged me to be troublefomc 
once more, to my good friend Mr. Hearne, 
who lent me the money, and I difcharged all 
their bills. I now concluded I was exone- 
rated from all claims that could be made 
upon me, but I was ftill deceived. Upon 
the renewal of my letter of licence, I bad 
lent it to Mr. Deard, to whom I owed about 
feventeen pounds, for him to fign. I did this 
as a mere matter of form ; for as I had ex- 
pended 
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pended large furns with his father as well as 
Kimreifi I had no apprehenfions about fuch 2 
trifle. 

But inftead of figning it, Mr. Deard fcnt 
me word he would call upon me. This he 
did^ on the rooming of the day I was once 
more to exhibit myfclf to the public. He 
was informed that I was engaged^ and could 
not fee him. But as he was very prefling^ 
and had formerly been very obliging in lend- 
ing me diamonds, I naturally imagined his 
Ikifineis was fomething of the fame purport. 
No words, however, can exprefs my fright 
aod, aftonifhmeht^ when he informed me, 
that he had a demand upon, me for one hun- 
dred and odd pounds, for a pair of ear-rings he 
had lent me, and which he told me had been 
pledged at Mr. Watfon's, in Princes-ftrect^ 
Lekefter-fields. 

Had the fnakey head of Medu& been pre- 
iented to my view, I could not have been 
more petrified than I was at receiving this 
information. The pair of ear-rings had been 
lent me before I left London ; and when I 
had no longer any occaQon for them, I re^ 
turned them by a perfon I thought I could 
entruft ; but I now found ihe had been dif- 
honeft enough to pawn them. Mr. Deard 
told me, that he was ienfible I knew nothing 
of the affair ; but that did not exonerate me 
from being accountable for them. Had I 
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returned them myfelf, as I certainly ought to 
have done, it would have prevented this dif- 
agreeable tranfadion. 

What made this circumftance the more 
lingular was, that I had fent the letter of 
licence, when it was firft drawn, to Mr. 
Deard, and he had figned it for the fum be- 
fore mentioned. The unhappy wretch who 
commiued this breach of truft, was in poP 
feflion of a fortune at the time flbe did it, ani 
had paid the debt of nature only a few 
months before I was made acquainted with 
her diQionefty. She had before borrowed a 
watch of mine, fct with diamonds, which 
(tie had alfo pledged ; but in compafljoif tO; 
her youth and family, I did not proceed to. 
extremities. 

There was no refource now left, but to pay 
•he money. For this purpofe I fent once 
more to Mr. Hcarne. That worthy man 
came immediately, and fettled the affair ; but 
not without reproaching Mr. Deard, in the 
fevered terms, for deferring to inform me of 
this untoward tranfafiion till the day ap-. 
pointed for my appearance, which he well 
knew mud be a very improper time to difcom« 
pofe my mind. He told him, as my being 
in Scotland was no fecret, he ought to have 
wrote to me there, that I might have had 
the earlicft information poflible of an affair 
which fo nearly concct-ncd me. As Mr. 
Hcarne bad formerly paid his father and him 

large. 
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large fums of money upon my account, this 
reprehenfion came with double efficacy from 
his lips. 

Mr. Deard apologized for the omiflion, by 
alledging, that as he knew me to be quite in- 
nocent of the affair, he feared the knowledge 
of it would have affeSed me too much at 
fiich a diflance ; and as he knew my prin- 
ciple, he had not entertained the leafl doubt 
of receiving the money upon my return to 
town. This unlucky accident difconcerted 
me greatly; but I was really angry at an 
offer of more diamonds, which he had 
brought with him, to decorate me. After 
what had paffed, I rejefted them with fome 
afperity ; and I then formed a refolution of 
never borrowing any jewels in future, but of 
Lady Tyrawley, which J confxdered as my 
own I her Ladyfhip having frequently de- 
clared, that fhe haa willed all thofe flie pof- 
fed, to me, upon her demife. 

The apprehenfions naturalfy attendant on 
^-firft appearance, can be judged of only by 
4 performer. And this is greatly heightened^ 
where there is an anxiety to prcferve repu- 
tation in a profeffipn which, has been very 
hardly acquired* The ill-judged vifit of 
Mr. Deard, made no inconfiderable addition 
to the perturbations I experienced upon this 
occafioii* They were, however, foon re- 
iqoved by the iaceffant plaudits I received 
frona -every part of the houfe. But en- 

F 2 couraging 
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couraging as ihefe were, they did not gratify 
*iny feelings fo niuch> as the iplendid appear* 
ance of moft of my former patroneffes. 
Among them I faw with pleafure, all the la- 
dies belonging to the family of the gentle- 
man that had procured my engagement. 

The managers, encouraged by the reite- 
rated marks of approbation which wejre bc- 
jftowed upon me at the concluiion 6f the 
yiece, very injuiicioufly gave it out for the 
next evenings They did not confider that 
this was an opera night, and confequently fp 
great a fhow of beauty was not to be ex- 
pe6t(cd to grace the boxes, fiefides, the au« 
thor being now dead, as well as moft of bis 
friends and fupporters, and the diftrefs being 
to very deep that few perfons could l^and the 
efie£b of it, the piece was not at this iiBie 
beld in (b hi^h eftimation as it once wsis. It 
confequently did not (ucceed the fecond 
night, though flayed after in the courfe of 
*thp winter. 

But I muft obferve, that the niana|en 
Kave it always in their power to deprefi a 
performer, even if poflefled of much greater 
Ineril than ever 1 could boaR; and I am 
well perfiiaded^ that if the greateft a&or 
that ever was, and, in my humble opinion^ 
ever will be, had not had the management if 
Idmjtlf^ the choice of his charaders, ' and the 
liming of the reptefentations, he would not 
have retained the efthnation he fo juftly de- 

ferved, 
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fervcd> and carried with him to the grave. 
The truth of the foregoing affertion will be 
more fully proved, by his treatment of the 
two firft female performers that ever trod the 
ftage, the defervedly celebrated Gibber, and 
Clive. 

Mifs Elliot, a very beautiful young wo* 
tnan, and who had great talents, had got 
pofleflion of all my parts in comedy, except 
Lady Townley. Juliet, and two or three 
others, were feftored me by Mifs Macklin ; 
but I had not much employment at the 
theatre. This, however, did not give me fo 
great concern as it would have done for« 
xnerly ; for my attendance at his Excellency 
Comte Haflang'si engroffed every day a coh« 
fiderabie part of my time. 

Mr; Beard informed me, one fevenihg, that 
*^ Goriolanus" was commanded for the folloVr* 
ing Thurfday. 1 imrmediately pointed out 
to hiiDj the impradicability of my. recover- 
ing fucb a part as Verturia in a day. He 
anfwered me very (hort, that I muft pofitivelv 
play itj as I had been exprefsly named i and, 
confeouently, it muft be. So flattering a 
diflinaion could not fail of affording m'e 
the greateft pleafure, and exciting my ut- 
moft emulation. But . the very anxiety 
which urged me to excels made me the more 
imperfed ; and I had the mortification to 
feel^ that I never played fo ill in my life. 
This failure was greatly exaggerated^ hy 

F 3 being 
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being contrafted with the fuccefs I had uRially 
met with in this charafler. It had always 
been efteemed one of thole in which 1 moft 
flione. Indeed, to fpeak the truth, I verily 
believe, that no performer, entitled to the 
leaft merit, could fo completely have maf- 
facred a Roman matron, as I unfortunately 
did that night. 

My fecond mortification was relative to 
Lady Townley. As I had always gained 
great reputation in that charafter, had it 
been properly announced^ there was every rea- 
fon to conclude that the audience would 
have been brilliant; but being only fubfti- 
tuted in the place of an opera, upon- the in- 
difpofitton of a finging performer^ it was 
confequently reprefented to a very indifferent 
houfe. 

Mr. Woodward had at this period diffolved 
the parttierftiip, whioh-he had very injudi- 
cioufly entered into with Barry. This gen- 
tleman, as I have already obferved, had accu- 
mulated, by his uncommon talents, and bis 
oeconomy, the fum of eleven tboufand 
pounds. Upon his having fome difpute- with 
the great Rofcius, who, it is well known, 
could bear no brother near the throne, he 
went to Ireland, as before related ; where, 
after four years labour and vexation^ he 
found himfelf ftripped of every guinea he 
had been poffeffed of, befides being involved 
in the joint debts. He had therefore com- 
menced 
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menced a fuit in Chancery againft his laic 
partner, and returned to England. 

The fubfequent winter he engaged at 
Covent-Garden, where his fuccefs was at- 
tended with great advantage to the proprie- 
tors. This excellent aftor, was known in 
the theatre to have formerly been my pro- 
feffed admirer. The attention he now feemed 
to pay me, was therefore immediately fet 
down to the fame account. Mifs Elliot's ill 
health obliging her often to decline playing^ 
all the characters I had once pofleffed now 
reverted to their owner : which occafioned 
Mn Woodward and myfelf, to appear gene- 
rally in the fame pieces. 

Unfortunately for me, a difagreemeni 
fubfifted between him and the manager, aU 
though they had formerly lived in the ftrift- 
eft intimacy. • Mr. Woodward's feeming 
partiality towards me, confequently involved 
me in Mr. Beard's difpleafure. Another'feir- 
cumftance tended to augment this unmerit- 
ed impreflion : . The manager had lately 
ma^rried Mr. Rich's daughter, with whom, as 
I have informed you, I was fome years back 
fo intimate. This lady, however, having 
indifcreetly repeated fome converfation which 
pafled at Mr. Calcraft's table, he defired I 
Vould decline receiving her vifits. A great 
Coolnefs was the refult, and we never after 
were upon friendly terms. I can account no 
other way for this alteration in the behavi- 

F 4 our 



104 TH£ LIF£ OF 

our of the manager, which had always been 
cordial till that event took place. 

Sir George Metham at length catn^ to 
town ; and, foon after his arrival, he defired 
I would invite Mr. Alderman Cracroft and 
Mr. Forreft to dinner, in order to fettle the 
preliminary fleps towards the difpofal of the 
cftate he propofed to fell. He, upon this 
occaGon, repeated the promife he had made 
me, when at Cave, of difcharging all my 
debts, as foon as he received the purchafe 
money. But ill fortune was ftill to purfu^ 
me. Mr. Cracroft was not able, among all 
his conneflions, to get any one to purchafe the 
cftate at the price let upon it. The hopes I 
liad indulged^ and with fo good a profpefi of 
their completion, were confequently fruftrat- 
cd; for a coolnefs foon after took place, 
which obliterated all thefe profeflions; tmd 
the money I expeQed, went to purchafe an 
annuity for a lady he afterwards formed a 
connection with. 

When my benefit came to be fixed, the 
manager and myfelf had fome words relative 
to Mifs Wordley's performing on theoccafibn. 
That young lady wifhed to try her fortun^; 
upon the London ftage. I defire4 puch Pt 
indulge her, as I was at this time fo; attached 
to her, that I feared fhe would be obliged to 
enter into fome country company, or go to 
Ireland, if flie could not get an engagement* 
in town. Tii? play performed on my nighty 

was 
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was ** Romeo and Julkt ;*' and the after- 
piece was, ** Mifs in her Teens;" in which 
Ihe was to make her entre in Tag. 

I fucceeded in carrying my point as to the 
introdudion of my friend, and t^e receipt 
was the greateft that had ever been knowir. 
My great gold tickets, however, failed ; for 
I received but one hundred from Lord HoU 
dernefs ; fifty a-piece from General Monkto!^ 
Lord Granby, and Lord Pigot; and one 
fifty in a blank cover, which I have oftea 
iulpeiled came from Mr. Woodward. 

G. A. B. 
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TH E day after. Sir George M^tham fent 
to inform me that my fon was much 
indifpofed, and requefted me to come to 
Pa)«ce-yard. Having a vifitant with me] 
that wa« jufl come from Scotland, I could 
not obey the fummons till after dinner, t 
Atn went, with a promife of returning zi 
foon as pofSble; having been informed by* 
the fcrvant, who brought the meffage, that 
soy dear George had only a flight cold. 

When I arrived, 1 found Mr. Macklinf 

tite-Of^tete with Sir George ; wl^ had informed 

the baronet that 1 was going to be married 

tmiAt. Woodward. The abfufdity of fuch a 

, F 5 report 
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report could only be laughed at, on its bc" 
ing mentioned to me; and anfwered with, 
•* Yes, to be fure!'* After the veteran was 
departed. Sir George prefled me much to 
ftay the evening. I told him I could not 
poffibly comply with his requeft, as I had 
left company at home, to whom I had pro- 
mifed, and good manners obliged me to 
return. Notwithftanding this, forgetting his 
ufual politenefs> he entreated me again to ftay; 
and, in fpite of all his ufual non-chalence, I 
verily believe, had I been d'accord^ he would 
not now have been a rigid obferver of thofe 
Joltmn oaths, which had given him lb much 
pain at Cave. 

Upon my ftill periifting in going, he hint- 
ed at the report relative to Mr. Woodward, 
which, I own, difpleafed me much ; for it 
could not realiy be fuppofed, that a perfon 
of that gentleman's age and prudence, ef- 
pecially as he had loft a fortune, and was en-t 
deavouring to fave another, would marry a 
woman, even if (be were inclinable, who was 
fo much involved as myfelf, and was not the 
beft oeconomift in the world. Whether Sir 
George affefled to believe the report, in or- 
der to ferve as a plea for his not fulfilling the 
repeated promifes he had made me, or whe- 
ther he was really jealous, I will not pre- 
tend to determine ; but fuch a coolnefs im- 
mediately took place, that I never faw him 
bom this time till wUhin thefe laft feyen 
6 yearsji 
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years, when he called upon me to render me 
fome afliftance. 

I have often regretted^ that a man and 
woman cannot live in that unimpafiioned 
friendfliip with each other, which fubfiftii 
between two perfons of the feme fex, with- 
out being fufpefted by the world of a con- 
nexion of a more tender nature, and ac- 
quiring cenfure thereby. I fcarcely ever 
knew an inftance, except in the intimacy be- 
tween the amiable Jemmy Moor, whofe un- 
timely fate I have recorded, and myfelf, 
which lafted unchangeable, and unreprQached^ 
till death fevered the band of friendfhip 
which united us. 

I hope my fex will excufe the declaration, 
but I freely acknowledge, that I generally 
prefer the converfation of the men to that of 
females. The topics of the latter ufuaUy 
turn upon fafhionsor fcandal, both of which 
I am now a ftranger to. Scandal in particu- 
lar I have always held in the higheft detef- 
tation, and I have made it the fubjefl of mjr 
Teprehenfion in one of my preceding letters* 
Though I am now confined to a plain coif; 
1 fliafl ever retain the fame contempt for 
that hypocrify, which this part of the fe- 
tnale.attire too often covers. On the com- 
trary/ I have every reafon to admire fince- 
rity ; for, by walking hand in hand with 
tbai celeflial vlGaor> it has procured for me 

^6 the 
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the friendlhip of many perfons of the beft 
underftanding^ as well as the beft hearts. 

As I (hall have occafion to roemion Mr^ 
Woodward frequently in ray fubfequent let- 
ters^ I fhall endeavour to draw a portrait of 
him in private life. His merit as an aSor 
was lb univerfally known, and juftly admir- 
edj as to render all eulogiums on that head 
unneceflary. He was educated at Merchant- 
Taylor Vfchool, where he foon attrafled the 
notice of the mafters, by the rapid progreb 
he made in hi^ ftudies. I have often heard 
Sir George Hay, as well as Dr. Townley, the 
late Mafter, fay, that he excited the furprizc 
of every one, for he fecmcd to learn by in- 
tuition. 

He early fhewed an attachment to the 
iiage; and his father meeting with mis- 
fojTtunes, he was induced to try the advan- 
tage of the talents with which nature had 
endowed him, in the theatrical line, in pre- 
ference to the church, for which he was in>' 
j^ended. As his figure was elegant, it pro- 
cured him the admiration of R>me of th« 
i;ay frailt>ncs, which occafioned him to fpend 
feveral years in diOipation. This was the 
more extraordinary, as he was naturally of fi 
grave turn of mind. He was, indeed, fo 
much fo, that to thofe who were not intimatf 
with him, k had the appearance of ill-natured 
aufteriiy. ^ . 

I have 
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I have already mfonned you, that he had 
a ftroiig underftandingf improved by cuItU 
yation^ His knowledge was extenfive^ with- 
oat any alloy of pedantry ; but he never 
made an oftentatious difplay of it. He was 
a mod entertaining companion when be apu 
proved of his company» but referved in the 
extreme when he did not. He well knew 
the value of money ; but few were more 
ready> when a proper occafion offered, to do 
a generous a£lion. He was the mod princi'^ 
fled man I ever was acquainted with ; and 
he gave me the following proof oi bis be- 
ing fo. 

Mr* Lewis one day reproached h\vn^ at the 
theatre^, with his appearing at rebcarfal in a 
coai a little out at the elbows. This he 
imputed to pride, as he iaid he would not 
have done fo but from a confcioufnefs of 
his c^ulesice. When Mr. Woodward repeat- 
ed the circumfiance to me, I enquired why 
he gave Mr. Lewis occafion for fucfa a re- 
;mark, by appearing, in fo worn, sft coat P To 
ivhich he very (erioufly and Rgni^caaULy^ re** 
plied„ *^ Madam, / carniot afford to run in 
'< debt." I cannot iay but I felt very forci- 
bly the juftice of this reproach ; and as per«- 
ions are generally difpleafed when they fSecf 
xVitmklw ts Jiimg by a fraok: remem^r^ancer, I 
vas not in good humour^ -for feme tkne^ with 
my monitor^ 

't . Whilit 



Whilft he was under age, he entered into 
an engagement to pay his father's debts ; bat 
notwithftanding he might have availed him- 
felf of that circumftance, he difcharged the 
whole of them with great honour. He fet 
his brother up in buflnefs twice; and was 
one of the beft of fons to his mother, with 
whom he refided till his unfortunate Irifli ex- 
pedition. — I have thus given you the outlines 
of his charafler. To enumerate his virtues, 
and to place them in the cpnfpicuous light 
they merit, lies not within the reach of my 
feeole pen. 

Let me add, that I am of opinion his 
gravity, which was frequently mifconftni- 
ed into pride, wa» occasioned by a bodily 
jcomplaint he laboured under more than 
twenty years, and which was the caufe of 
his death. I have been credibly informed, 
that had not a blameable delicacy prevented 
him from ipaking Mr. Bromfield (a gentle- 
man of whofe chirurgical abilities he had 
the higheft opinion) acquainted with bis 
diforder, there would have been the greateft 
probability of his being reftored to healthy 
and he might have enjoyed an equal lod- 
gevity with his cotemporaries, Macklin and 
Yates. 

I have been led on to introduce the death 
(Df this great aBor, and upright man, long be- 
fore 1 ought to have done it • but the fub- 
je£l of bis life was fo interefting to me^ that I 
. . i \*» could 
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could not break off whilft any thing remain* 
ed to be faidof it. I hope it will not prove 
unacceptable to thofe who admired his thea« 
trtcal talents, to find that his memory has 
likewife a claim to veneration upon account 
of his private virtues. I may, indeed, moft 
tnriy fay with Hamlet, '* Take him for 
«' all in all," combining all his claims to re- 
fpe£l, '^ we ihall not look upon his like 
«« again." 

As I know you participate in every cir-» 
cumftance that concerns me, I am perfuad- 
ed you will r6ad with pleafure this juft, 
but inadequate tribute to the worthieft 
of men, who was at once, ** my patron, 
*• father, Jriend/' Sufpicious minds may 
perhaps annex another term to thefe; to 
fucbl {hall only fay, that had I been at that 
time inclined to enter into a tender connec- 
tion^ I had many felicitations from thofe 
who would have fupported me in a very 
high line. People judge in general from 
appearances ; and if thofe concerned do not 
think it worth while to explain thefe ap* 
pearances, they always receive an unfavour-i* 
able interpretation. Any further explana- 
tion of the nature of the union which after- 
wards took place between this gentleman and 
myfelf will be unneceffary, as it might be 
coUeQed from many paflages in the preced<» 
ing part of this letter. 

f' At 
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At the conclufion of the feafon^ I had pcp 
miflion from his excellency Comte Haflanj, 
to make a tour to the continent. His for* 
mer houfekceper, who was now become La- 
dy Paramount^ had a houfe at Paddingtort, 
which induced his Lordfiiip to prefer dining 
at the club ; and^ in the evenings to join hii 
inlime, Lord Falmouth^ at Vauxhall^ where 
the amufement of thefe two noblemen con- 
fided in entertaining ladies of a particular de- 
nomination. 

Nothing happened during this excurfion 
worth relating. -Upon my return, my mo- 
thers houfc being let to a family of the firft 
quality, I took apartments, in R ider-ftreci, . 
St. James's; and as I was now at liberty te 
have Mifs Wordlcy with me, I requeftdl 
her company. I have already, I think, in- 
formed you, that this young woman, before 
(he was flage flruck, lived in the Earl of 
Powys's houi'c, and was educated by her fa- 
ther, who was a profound fcholar and divine^ 
and endowed with a found underftanding. 

As this daughter fcemed to be the only 
one out of the three that had the happinefi of 
enjoying the gifts of nature in a fimilar matt* 
ner with himfelf, Mr. Wordley had taken 
uncommon pains to cultivate the feeds £> 
vifible in her infant mind ; and the culture 
was not bcttowed in vain. She joined to a 
brilliant wit, the greatcft humanity and the 
bell of beartS;i This naturally endeared her 

to 
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to me; and though by reafon of her mar- 
riage, and her being the celebrated Quaker 
preacher, I am now deprived of her compa*' 
ny, yet I am happy, when fhe calls upon me, 
to fee that flie retains her ufual chearfulnefs ; 
and I cannot help regretting thofe days of 
entertainment and iixnocent mirth, we have 
fo often enjoyed together. > 

About this period an application was made 
to me by Mr. Woodifield, to pay a confider- 
arblc fum for fome red champaign, which, by 
Mr. Calcraft's delire, I had ordered from him 
%0 &nd to Lord Granby in Germany ; and 
I had anpt^her demand fram Fimnore, of the 
Siar and Garter tavern, for claret^ which I 
haid likewife indifcreetly wrote an Order fot 
Calcraft^ when I reGded in Parliament-ftrcet* 
As I could pot think myfelf liable to thefe 
demands, I took no manner of notice of 
them ; tJfie confequence of which was, that 
they both commenced a6lions againft me« 

Accordingly, as I was preparing oht night 
fi^ the opera, I was honoured with a vifit 
from two of the catcbpole fraternity, who 
fibld me I muft take the air with them, before 
I indulged my ears. The debt I had cbn* 
traded of Woodifield, i>n Lord Granby * ac- 
count, I could by no means litigate. His 
Lordflbip wa$ abroad, and I was too much 
indebted to his generofity to think of writing 
Eo him upon fuch a fubjed. 

Whcri 
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When I arrived at the officer's houfe, the 
man feeing me better dreffed than his vifitors 
ufually were, and recollefting my voice, he 
took my wojpd for my fettling Mr. Woodi- 
field's aflioh the next day ; and giving bail 
for the otner, which I was determined to 
conteft, in order at once to expofe Mr. Cal- 
craft, and try the validity of my proteftion. 
For though I did not lodge in the Ambaffa* 
dor's houfe, I was aftually his houfe-keepcr, 
and remained upon the lift till the Comic's 
death. But I only availed myfelf of his 
proteftion once. Whilft this affair was in 
agitation I fent for Mr. Willis, Mn Calcraft's 
clerk, to whom I remonftrated upon lhi& 
frefh inftance of his matter's ill treatmentj 
but could obtain no redrefs. My ktter to 
Mr. Calcraft will, however, elucidate thefc 
mean and ungentleman-like tranfa£lions* 
. I was obliged, by this unexpefted event, 
to have recourfe, once more, to the fricnd- 
fliip of Mr. Hearne, who immediately aflifted 
me. This laft fum, accumulated that gen« 
tleman's debt to fix hundred and ^rty 
pounds ; for, befides ^ the different furos I 
had borrowed of him, he had redeemed 
fome valuables which .1 had left with Mr. 
Maclewain, of Dublin,' in order to difcharge 
every demand upon me when laft I was m 
that kingdom. 

Among thefe things was a gold enamelled 
(huff-box^ a gift of the beautiful Countefs of 

Kildare^ 
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Kildare, (fince Duchefs of Leinfter) and as 
fuch wa« eileemed invaluable by me. This, 
[ own, WcTs the only piece of elegance I ever 
Teverely regretted parting with ; nor fhould I 
ever have parted with it, had there not been 
ilmoft a certainty of my having fo valuable a 
nark of her Ladyfliip's partiality reftored to 
[Tie. This depofit, together with three or 
four dividends, and fome tickets at my be- 
lefit, are all I have been able to pay ot this 
large debti and inexpreflibly happy fliall I 
be, if ever it is in my power to discharge it. 
In the mean time, I ihall retain the mod 
lively gratitude for fuch frequent interpofiti^* 
ons m my favour. 

The being too fanguine in my hopes has 
led me into many difficulties ; but the in- 
dulgence of thefe expectations, originated 
from my having been fo fupremely fortu- 
nate as to meet with fuch lingular friends as 
the Mifs Merediths, Mifs St. Leger, Mife 
Conway, Lady Tyrawley, and Mrs. Cracroft, 
as well as Mr. Woodward, whofe former 
paflion was now mellowed into friend&ip. . I 
have, however, had the mortification to oijut- 
live them all. 

Female friendfliip- never becomes the fiib- 
jeft of my pen^ or of my converfation ; but 
that moft beautiful defcription given of it 
by Shakfp^re, in his " Midfummer-Night's 
Dream *,'' immediately occurs to my me- 

• Aft III. Scene VII. 

mory, 
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mory, and raifes in my mind the moft pleaf- 
ing fenfations.— As it is not inapplicable here, 
the mutual afFeftion which fubfifted between 
the foregoing ladies and myfelf, beinor of the 
pureft and moft exalted kind, I will tran- 
fcribe for you the lines. 

•• U all the counfel that we two have fhar*d, 
•* The fifler vows, the hours that we have fpent, 
'' When we have chid the hafly-footed time 
*« For parting us : O ! and is all forgot ? . 
^ All Ich06l-days friendihip^ chSdliood innoGtfBCa^ 
•* "Wc, Herraia, like two artificial gods, 
** Created with our needles both one dower^ ^ 
' Both on one fampler, fitting on one cnfliton, 
< Both warbling of one fbng, both itt one hSf | 

* As if Our haddsj bur fides, voices, and thincti, 
' Had been incorporate. So we grew together, 
' Like to a double cherry, feeming parted, 
^ Bat yet an union in partition ; 
' Two lovely berries moulded on one fte«, 
' So with two feeming bodies, but one heart; 
' Two of the firfl, like coats in httMry, 
' Due but to one, and crowned wxtk one crdL** 
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AT this period Mrs. Cracroft died, which 
gave me real pain, as ve were for 
years in the ftrifleft friendfhip. This excel- 
lem woman wa^ greatly regretted by a}l who 
were acquainted with hjec ^niui^eAt virtues^ 
She poffeffed the moft ^nch^nling p]f/cidity 
of d^ppfition, joined to^he mpft Tibial. fi^n** 
timents; and notwithftawling i^^ wa^ ^ 
miFadt of chaftity herfelf, Ihe f^it co^ip^A 
iion for the frailties of her fex. Nor did (hc^ 
think herfelF contaminated by ap intiiii^cy 
vith a much-injured womaOi t^a^ (k^^ l^n^w^ 
liad been gfofsly impofed uppn^ ^M^ V^oOik 
n^ickedl/ traduced. 

Permit me jjuA to f^; upon th)9 OQ<:<ifii9% 
(for^, if i recoUeCt acight^ J hive toiijc^^e4 
upon the fiibjefi in a. former leu^ir) I hjifS^ 
aiWays obferved that the redijy virtuojiif-{^ 
our Rx, tHUT view with con^MWiJiiiS^egTpxii 
ef t^ofe^ who have b^a fe^f^d ^f!t^ ar^ 
lifice^ of ddigniiig men; SMI^ : 4^t^ :4^i 
taUy unacquainted themfelves with the frail, 
lies of immm nature^ ia dut^poinij can be« 

fiov 
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flow a tear of pity on the martyr of an un- 
guarded moment. — rChaftity is undoubtedly | 
the brighteft ornament that adorns the fe- 1 
male mind. I agree ^ith Diana^ when (he 
fays, 

'* My chafHty's the jewel of our houfe, 

*' Bequeathed down from many anceiU>rs i 

*' Which were the greateft obloquy i'th* world , 

•* In mc to lofc •.** 

I 

But I can by no means allow, as the cenfo- 
rious part of the fex feem to confider it, that 
this virtue is the only needful one ; and when 
a perfon has been unhappily deprivTed. of it, 
though by 'the moft feduftive arts, every 
other good qualification takes its flight with 
it. 

Lady Tyrawley's health vifibly declining, I 
became very apprehenfive that her lofs would 
foon fucceed that of my much regretted 
friend juft mentioned. Few evenings paifedy 
without my receiving a furamons *to • So* 
merfet-houfe. Her Lady (hip, however, «• 
tnained in this fituation for three or foot 
years. 

' As foon as the theatre fhufr up,^ I again 
vifited thp-cbntinenl. I had there the plear 
foreof hearings- that Ms^dam Brilliant, ^ tfao 
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*nch aflrefs I have frequently mentioned^ 
i retired from the gay fcene of life (he 
i been fo long engaged in, to the gloom 
a convent. Though ftill efteemed in her 
atrical profefiion, and with an extenfive 
in of admirers, among whom was one of 
\ firft Dukes in that kingdom, Ihe refilled 

their folicitations ; and notwithftanding 
t had been fo unfortunate as to lofe her 
>utation, Ihe had the refolution to prefer 
ting, and a breviary, to all the elegance and 
endor of Paris* This, in my idea, is real 
tut; efbecially as (he had forfeited the 
inion of the world* fiut fhe is amply re- 
id for every woridly lofs, by that happy 
LnquiUity fhe now, if ihe ftill be living, 
joys. 
My going abroad this year was occafioned 

the following circumftance. One of my 
editors promifed that he would fign my 
tcr of licence, if I would pay him thirty 
ineas, and he gave me aflUrance in 
Wng of his doing fo ; notwithftanding 
ich, the very evening of the day I had 
d the money on, he ferved me with a co- 
of a writ for the remainder. Exafperated 
fuch ungenerous treatment, I gave bait, 
i determined to ftand trial. Upon this 
:afion Mr. Woodward recommended Mr, 
chary Stephens, folicitor in Chancery-lane, 
roe, to carry on the fuit. He undertook. 
: caufe, but through fome negled (as the 

o&cer 
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officer declared (cither of his not being fcrv- 
ed with a proper notice, or his not ferving 
one,) judgment was (tifiered to go againft me, 
by what is termed default. 

Diftrafied at the fuppodtion of my baH s 
fufFering upon my account, and apprehen- 
five for my own liberty, I went, in order 
lo accept the offered friendlhip of Mrs. Col- 
lier, who had fettled in France, to avoid the 
perfecution and extravagance of one of the 
worft of hufbands. That It^dy ipimedHatdy 
lent me the fum I required; and lock mf 
note payable in a year. At bcr houfe 1 
renewed my former acquaintance with d« 
beautiful Mrs. A , who was lent abroad 
upon account of her having formed an nn« 
prudent partiality for a celebrated Qngcr. f 
fliould not have mentioned this circumflance^ 
but as it led to a very difagreeable one many 
years after. 

Indeed, my life has been produftive of fo 
many untoward, and almqll incredible^ events^ 
that were there not many perfons fHll IVHM 
who can bear witnefe to the authentiqity w 
them, i Ihould be afhamed to relate tbem; 
as they muft appear rather the memoir? of & 
ftmtAt Crufoty than a relation of fads. Sucb^ 
however, (hould curiofity lead to enqtijuribi 
they will be found to be. 

Upon my return to London, I was inform- 
ed that Mifs Wilford, a coufip of Mrs. Rich% 
was to debute in Eftifania. This, added to 

the 
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the alteration in my circumftances, caufed a 
gredt alteration in Mrs. Rich's deportment to 
me. " There was a time/' as Shore fays ♦, 
** when my approach would make a little 
^* holiday • an4 every face was drcfled in 
•• fmiles to fee me." But as that lady's re- 
gairds were only (hewn to thofe who bafk in 
fun-(hine, and not to poor beings enveloped 
in a cloud of diftrefsj I was no longer a fa« 
vourite with her. 

I could not, I acknowledge, claim a right 
to objeft to the lady's having a trial-part; 
but confidering the terms I had formerly been 
upon with the family, I imagined I nad at 
lead a right to be confulted on the propriety 
of her appearance. At this time I had no 
acquaintance with any of them, except the 
late Mrs. Valquer, Mr. Rich's youngeft daugh- 
ter. This lady poffefled many fhining qua- 
lities. To unafFefted manners, was added a 
goodnefs of heart which was vifible in all 
her words and aftions. I confequently did 
not chufe to give her pain, by making her 
acquainted with the alteration which had 
taken place in her ftep-dame's behaviour to- 
wards me. 

About this time Mr. Kelly's '' Thefpis'* 
was publifhcd. He therein attributes ray 
not mj^king the fame eclat in my profeffioti* 
I bad formerly done, to the embarraflicd 

♦ |anc Shore, Aa V. Scene I. 
■ VOL, IV. G ftatt 
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ftate of niv finances ; but to make amends 
for this dilagrccablc obfervation, he pays a 
compliment to my feelings. I did not, how- 
ever, efteem myfelf in the leaft obliged ; as I 
never wifli my left hand, upon fuch occafions, 
to know what my right hand does. 

Juft before the tlieatre opened, a very un- 
toward circumftance happened to me, which 
gave the proprietors an opportunity, as they 
thought, of degrading me more in the eyes 
of the public than they had already endea- 
Toured to do ; and they did not fail to 
take advantage of it, as the enfuing fea- 
ibn was. the laft of my article. I had paid 
Mrs. Ray,, for that was the napie of my in- 
exorable profecutrix, for two years, the fum 
ftipulated ; for which I only took receipts 
as it was paid, not knowing there was any 
neceffity to fee the four hundred pounds 
wrote off the obligation. 

As this was the cafe, I was furprifed to 
hear flie had called very often at my lodg- 
ings. Comte Haflang being ill of the gout, 
my whole time was fo taken up by my atten- 
dance upon him, that I was feldom at home 
till late ; by which means fhe was prevented 
from letting me know her bufinefs. She at 
laft left a note, informing me, that if I wouW 
infure my life, fhe fhould be perfeftly eafy 
with regard to her debt. In order to get 
rid of fo difagreeable a vifitant, I fent her 
for anfwer, that if &e would appoint a pro- 

6 ..per 
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per pcrfon to tranfaft the affair, T would com- 
ply with her rcquefl, as I would by no means 
fee or fpeak with her. 

The next day my valuable friend and pa- 
tron the eldeft Mr. Fox, who ftill flattered 
me with marks of his attention, had pro- 
mifed to dine with me. Befides his arrival, 
"Mrs. Ray, accompahied by a man, came in 
a coach to the door. Though I could not 
imagine what could be her motive for re- 
quefting me to infure my life, as I was at 
that time in perfeft health, yet I expefled 
the perfon flie fliould fend with impatience. 
Accordingly I ordered the man to be admit- 
ted, but the lady was refufed, as I. had giycix 
ppfitive orders flic fliould never be fullered 
to enter my doors. 

A man, who feemed to be an Italian Jew, 
now made his appearance. As fobn as lie 
vas.feated, not having any doubt of the na^ 
iure of his bufinefs, I afl^ed him what tho 
infurance of my life, for the reniajinihg four 
hundred pounds due to Mrs. Ray, would bo r 
He appeared to be much furprifqd at my 
queftion. Upon which I repeated it. '^Wheu 
be informed me, in broken Endilli ' that \ 
ysfSLS rhiftaken in his bufinefs. He. 'j^id^ thi^ 
Trippline Ambaflador, to whom he was iri- 
terpreter, having long admired me',' '. ja'ijya 
finding that I was indebted to the lady ' in 
queftion, he had offered to pay her the fura 
that was due to her, as well as my other de- 
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fnands, could fhe introduce his Excellency to 
me, I now found that the propofal for the 
infurance of my life, was only made ufe of 
as introduftory to this plan. 

All the paffions that ever entered into a 
female bread, immediately exerted their 
vhole dominion over me. I was in an in^ 
ftant torn by rage, contempt, and offended 
jpfide. I know not which was mdft predo- 
minant ; they each ruled by turns ; and as 
2 had never met with fo grofs an infult be- 
fore, the contending paffions deprived me 
of the power of utterance. I was almoft 
choaked. As foon as I could a little recover 
xnyfelf, I pulled the bell; and the fervant 
immediately anfwering it, I ordered him to 
fliew the fellow down (lairs. The pander, 
fearing from my manner, and the appear- 
ance of the footman, that if he did not di- 
refily comply, he would be in danger of 
being fhewn the fhorteft way down, haftiJy 
rejoined his companion, and away they drove; 
and I ibon after found, to my coft, that en- 
raged at my not falling a prey to her machi- 
nations, Mrs. Ray went Itrait to her attor- 
ney, and entered up the judgment for the 
fum of nine hundred pounds, two of which 
confided of debts that ibe had bought up to 
accumulate her own. 

G. A. B. 
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LETTER LXXXIV, 

oa. 15, i-j-^ 

AS foon as Mr. Fox, and fome other guefts^ 
who had dined with me, were depart 
ed> I prepared to go to his Excellency's tp 
cards ; but as I paffed through Jermyn- 
ftreet, I was overtaken by the wretch's bro- 
ther, who, alnmoft breathlefs with running af* 
ter me^ informed me that a man, who came 
tip at the fame time, had an aOion againft 
rae, at his fifter's fuit. The ihock had fuch^ 
an effe& upon me, that I dropped down; 
fpeechlefs in the flreet. Two fuch infuU%. 
io quickly fucceeding each other^ were not to- 
be lupported. Had the latter come fingly,, 
I could have borne it with Roman fortitude i 
but^ united^ they were too fe vere a trial. 

Had I been able to preferve my reafoiif 
upon this occaiion, and been acquainted with 
the laws, I might have preferved my liberty^, 
al lead for that night ; for it feems the fel- 
lows who arreited me, had» in their great 
hurry, forgot the warrant ; without which, J 
find, the caption is not valid ; but, during 
Tdy imbecillity, one of them ran for it. You 
fee from this inftance, at once, how necef- 
fary it is to preferve an equanimity of mind 
upon thefe trying^ occafions; and likewife 
hew much it behoves perfpns who are. fo un«> 
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fortunate as to be in debt, to make them- 
felves acquainted with the powers of thofe 
who are employed in the execution of the 
laws by unfeeling and rigorous creditors. I 
have often lamented, that fimilar laws to 
thofe of Scotland are not in force here. 
There, fuch as are fo unfortunate as to be 
confined for debt, upon delivering up their 
all, are liberated in a (hort time. By this 
means the prifons are empty, and the cre- 
ditor receives at leaft a part of his debt; 
which, otherwife, would probably, as is too 
often the cafe, be diffipated during confine- 
ment. Lenity is produftive of renewedin* 
duftry ; and to the honour of the Scots 
be it fpoken, that people, as I had an op- 
portunity of obferving when among them, 
join the moft fcrupulous honefty to that good 
qualification. 

1 was taken, during this ftate of infenlibi- 
lity, to the officer's houfe in Stanhope-ftreet, 
Clare-market; which happened to be the 
fame, where my brother Captain O'Hara, as 
I have mentioned in a former letter, was 
confined. It was fo long before I came to 
myfelf, that the furgeon, who was fent for 
to bleed me, was apprehenfive for my life. 
—Happy would it have been, even at this 
period, if thefe apprehenfions had been rea- 
lized. For I might juftly fay with Matilda, 
•* Had fome good angel opened the Book 
■* of Providence, and let me fee my life-, my 

• " heart 
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** heart had burfl when it beheld the woes, 
*• one by one, which I was to endure/' 

The niillrefs of the houfc had fome feeling ; 
and feeing me dreffed alx)ve the. commor^ 
line, though plain, and having befides con- 
ceived fome partiality for me, not only on 
account of my being an atirefs, but ?ls fitter 
to her favourite captair^, who had fo often 
been her lodger, (he paid me more attention 
than perfons generally meet with in fuch 
places. She fent for my maid, and kindly 
prevented alf noife and confufion in the 
houfe, for five days, during which I remained 
in a ftate of filent infanity. My maid, to re- 
turn the obligations (he thought I lay under 
to all thofe who fent to enquire after me, took 
the fervants that brought the meffages, 
which were not a few, to the bar, and treated 
them with what they would have; and this 
made no inconfiderable addition to my ex* 
pcnces* 

The fixth morning of ray refidence in this 
place^ the woman of the houfe came up ta 
me, and told me that the writ was returnable 
the next day, and if I did not eat and drink, 
and get a habeas corpus, I (hould be carried 
a corpfe to Newgate. The name of that 
dreadful place made me tremble; but, at 
the fame time, it roufed me as if I had 
been eleftrified. I immediately recovered 
from my ftupidity, and afked her what was 
to be done ? She informed me, that it would 
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be ncccfFary for me to employ an attorney to 
procure a habeas for mc, and alfo to fend 
and engage a lodging within the rules of the 
King's-Bench. She added, that her fon, 
who was an attorney, was below, and would 
be glad to ferve me. She concluded with 
telling me, that perfons in the law never ad- 
vanced any money for their clients ; though 
indeed they did not expeft to have their 
bills fettled immediately, efpecially where it 
was fafe, as it muft be with a lady who had 
credit enough to owe one perfon twelve hun- 
dred pounds. I (lartled at the mention of fo 
large a fum^ and defired her to explain her'» 
felf; which fhe did by telling me, that was 
the debt for which the execution was levied 
againft me. 

What was now to be done I fcarcely knew. 
I had but a few guineas about me. The 
Oomte was too much indifpofed to inform 
him of my fituation ; and as my maid^ upon 
her firil being made acquainted with it^ bad 
fent word to his excellency that I had had 
a fall, which prevented me from attending 
his lordfliip, 1 knew not how to contradict 
her meffage. Mr. Woodward, as well W 
every other perfon I could hope for afliflance 
from^ were out of town. I was informed that 
the habeas would not be more thai) five or fix 
pounds ; but that the expence of the rules 
would be confiderable, cxclufive of my find* 
ing proper fureties. 

I now 
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I now began to confider who I could fend 
to upon this emergency. I had known Mrs* 
Stacie, when her hufband kept an inn at StiU 
ton. They had fince removed to the Bed- 
ford Arms in Covent-Garden. Having con* 
ceived a very ftrong attachment for her, 
from frequently calling at their houfe at 
Stilton^ I had promifed to ftand fponfor to 
the child fhe was pregnant with, upon my re- 
turn from the north. I had not only per- 
formed this promife, but had been called 
upon to appear upon the fame occafion to 
two others. 

Upon the ftrength of this acquaintance, I 
immediately applied to her for twelve gui- 
neas. I thought that fum, with that I had^ 
would be fufficient to pay the whole of my 
expences here; but, to my inconceivable 
furprife, they amounted to as much again; 
fo that I paid very handfomely for the civi- 
lity the miftrefs of the houfe had ibewn me^. 
in keeping it quiet. 

Mrs. Stacie came immediately on my;' 
fending to her, and could not refrain from< 
tears, at feeing me in fuch an unexpefted- 
fitoation. Her hufband had given her a bilL 
for twenty pounds, which fhe let me have;, 
and^ upon hearing that I had obftinately >r&« 
fufed all food, when»fcc returned, flie fent 
me a fupper of all the niceties their houle 
afibrded. 
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At tlie time this affair happened, my mo- 
ther was upon a vilit in Oxfordfhire, and 
Mifs Wordley was at Richmond, where fhe 
was engaged in the theatrical line. But the 
latter, upon being wrote to by my fervant, 
flew up to town, and brought me all the 
money fhe could mufter or borrow ; which 
was very neceffary towards fettling my 

bill. 

In return for the civility the miflrefs of the 
houfe bad fhewn me, I afked her to partake 
of the fupper Mrs. Stacie fent me. She 
cheerfully accepted my invitation. During 
our meal, fhe enumerated all the perfons of 
quality who had occafionally been her vi- 
iitors. Among others of her guefts, flie. in- 
formed me that the wretched AyliflFe had 
been one, and continued there till he was 
removed to Newgate. 

After fupper, (he afked if fhe fhould enter- 
tain me with a fong; for fhe was reckoned. 
Hie faid, to have a very fine voice. The 
oddity of her manner, as fhe made the pro- 
pofal, joined to her mafculine figure, had 
Ibch an effect ufpon my imagination, that I 
inftantly burft into a violent fit of laughter. 
Mifs Wordley, who was always anxious about 
me to an extreme, was apprehenfive that I 
had fallen into hyftericks ; and the miflrefs 
of the houfe, concluding they would be at- 
tended with the fame faintings I had expe« 
rienced fince I bad been her unfortunate 
' • lodgeri 
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lodger, was alfonuich alarmed ; but upon my 
afluring her that I had now fummoned up all 
[Tiy refolution, fhe favoured me with a fpeci- 
men of her talents, to our entire fatisfaftion. 
The approbation we exprefled gave her fuch 
Fenfible pleafure, that fhe concluded with 
telling me, (he was fure, as I was fond of 
mufic, I mujl be pleafed with her voice. 

That evening I received a letter from Mr. 
Woodward, who was juft come to town^ 
wherein he rcqucfted that I would permit 
him to vifit me. In my anfwer, I begged " 
that he would not attempt it; but I told 
him, that I fhould be obliged to him if he 
Y^ould fend fome perfon to get me a lodging, 
Tt\ the Rutes, and be one of my fiireties, Mr. 
Stacre having offered to be theother.^ To 
this he readily confented, I now refolved tCK 
keep up my fpirits, though I was informed I 
muft go into the prifon, notwithflSnding I had 
k in my power to obtain the Rules. 

The next morning Mr. Thomas, then Lord 
Mansfield's clerk, came himfelf wiih the tip- 
ftafF, to conduft me over lot the warden. 
Mr. Marfden very politely met me at the 
door of his houfe, and condufted me into 
the parlour. My attorney having attended 
Mr. Woodward and" Mr. Stacie there in the 
morning, to fettle for the Rules, the Marfhal 
knew of my coming, and I found every 
thing ulual for breakfaft prepared againfl I 
arrived* 

G 6 This 
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This grand point being fettled, I went to 
a little vile lodging, which had been taken 
for me, at the houfe belonging to the Wind- 
mill in St, George's Fields ; a fpot rendered 
famous by Shakfpere, ifrom being noticed 
by Jullice Shallow, in the ** Second Part 
" of Henry the Fourth *." For this wretch- 
ed place I was to pay two guineas a week; 
but the time to procure me a lodging had 
been fo Ihort, that the firll which offered was 
fixed upon. 

Mr. Marfden attended me himfelf^ with 
great complaifance, to my new apartments ; 
and I was not a little furprifed, upon our 
toeing feated, at his taking out a large purfe 
of gold, and prefenting it to me, with a re- 
queft, that I would make ufe of it for my 
prefent exigencies, and return it to him 
when convenient. As an inducement for my 
doing this^ he obferved, that my expences 
muft have been very great at the officer's 
houfe ; for though the woman was remark- 
ably civil, fhe generally made her guefts 
pay for that civility. I told him, that my 
leHdence at the officer's houfe had indeed 
been expenfive, and related to him what had 
occafioned it ; but 1 begged to decline his 
offer, affuring him that I was not at prefent 
in need of his kind affifiance. Upon which 
he took his leave i entreating me, as he went 

• Aa III. Scene v.. 
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out, to let him know if I (hould at any time 
happen to be fhort of cafli. 

When Mr. Marfden was gone, I could not 
help expreffing my furprifc to Mifs Word- 
ley, who had accompanied me in this confined 
tour, at his generous politenefs. My com^< 
panion inftantly replied, '* I am amazed at 
** your fimplicity ! You may be alTured it 
" comes originally from Mr. Woodward! 
*• As you have fo often reje6led his pecu« 
" niary affiftance, I plainly fee he has taken 
•* this method to fervc you, without being 
** mortified by a refufal." 

In the evening that gentleman came to 
pay me a vifit; when he advifed me ta 
write, as foon as poffible, to^ the Attorneys 
Genera], my much honoured friend Mr. 
Yorke, to confult him upon my cafe. By Mr. 
Woodward not making mc an oflFer of his 
dffiftance, at this time, I was convinced that 
Mifs Wordley's fuppofition was well founded. 
Indeed, her fagacity and fuperior undetftand^ 
ing, enabled her to fee every event cltareir; 
in all points of view, than moft people. 

The next day I defired her to take a lettet 
to Mr. Yorke, My honourable (add now, 
alas ! my much regretted) friend, iminedi-< 
ately wrote me an anfwer, wherein he ia-^ 
formed me, in the kindeft terms, that ho 
would pay every attention to the affair, and 
would do all in his power to extricate me 
from it. But as nothing could be done till 

November^ 
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November, he requefled me to accept the 
inciofcd bills, in lieu of what his loved fif- 
ter. Lady Anfoi), had intended to bequeath 
nie, had fhe not been taken away fuddenly. 
He then advifed me, if my creditor could 
not be prevailed on to compromife the debt, 
to Hand trial j when he was well affured^ 
he faid, a verdift would be given in my 
favour; but as his excellency, Comte Haf- 
lang, was advanced in years, it might con- 
tinue pending over my head for fome time. 
—In how pleafing a manner was this favour 
conferred ! the delicacy and politenefs with 
which it was accompanied, gave it double 
value, and claimed my warraeft acknow- 
kdgments. 

Finding I muft make up my mind to my 
prefcnt fituation, as nothing could be' done 
for fo long a. time, I fent Mifs Wordley to 
feek out another apartment ; for though, by 
Mr. Yorke s bounty, I found myfelf po/Jef- 
fed of two hundred pounds, yet it was via- 
ble that the noble donor had fent me that 
fum, on purpofe to enable me to compromife 
the debt with Mrs. Ray, Ihould (he confenl 
to it. Mifs Wordley accordingly fixed on 
iwo rooms adjoining to the Dog'atid Duck> 
at twelve {hillings a week ; which were more 
eligifclei better furniflied, and much airier, 
than thofe I was now in. There was, indeed, 
no convenient acccMoamodaiion for my friend. 
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Dut fhe agreed to put up with the beft we 
:ould make, thofe nights on which her en- 
gagement at Richmond would permit her to 
be with me. 

I was in hopes, I (hould have been able to 
comprefs the whole of the tedious detail of 
this difagreeable affair into one letter; but 
as I find I have many circumftances yet to 
relate concerning it, I muft be obliged to 
make it the fubjeft of my next. — You will 
readily perceive, that I carefully avoid mak- 
ing an addition to the prolixity, by the in- 
fertion of any of my ufual remarks or quota- 
tions. — In feveral places where my pen was 
about to take advantage of an opening, and 
fet off, I have inftantly checked it; left 
whiift it (hould afford a relief to the famenefs 
of the fubjeft, it fliould run it into too great 
a length. — This inveterate profecution, car- 
ried on againft me becaufe I would not con- 
form to the abandoned wifhes of the profe- 
cmrix, proved a fource of much unhappineft 
tome; I fhall therefore hurry through the 
relation of it as fall as poffible ; at once to 
put an end to the corrofive refleftions which 
torture my mind as I write it, and io^ carry 
"you with all difpatch through a fcene that 
can give you no great pleafure. — For, whiift 
I ftrive to preferve your friendftiip, and to 
regain the good opi niorf of the world, by a 
narrative of the m^ inlcreftihg evenis of 

my 
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my life, I ihould thirik myfelf luidefcrving 
of both, was I to ipare any pains to render 
it as pleafing and entertaining as it lies in my 
power to do. 

G. A. B. 
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Odcber «3, 17— 

AS Toon as I was fettled in my new refi- 
dence, I fent to Counfellor Murphy, to 
requeft his advice and afliftance. He under- 
took, with the greatefl alacrity, to try to 
prevail on my opponent to receive the mo- 
ney, agreeable to the former fettlement. If 
be could not efFe£t this, he aflured me he 
would undertake my caufe, and exert bis ut« 
moft abilities in my defence. Numerous 
were the prefents which I received wbiJft I 
continued in the Rules ; particularly from 
Earl Spencer and General Monckton, who 
both poflefled the foul of generofity. 

Mrs. Stacie took lodgings in the houfe ad- 
joining to where I was, for herfelf, her maid 
iervant, and little boy ; and her hufbaod fent 
me every delicacy the feafon aiforded. This, 
although every thing was undoubtedly to be 
paid for, I could not but efteem a great mark 
of refpe£l and attention. 

An 
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An accident happened at this time which 
greatly alarmed me, and threatened to bring 
the fccnes I have been defcribing, to a pre- 
mature and dreadful denotement. I had dif- 
charged my lodging in town, together with 
my footman and maid-fervant ; I had fent 
my black to Mr. Woodward, and .kept only 
my old Grace, a black-bird, and a favourite 
dog. 

The latter had for fome days appeared to 
be ill, and refufed all food ; when upon my 
calling him, in order to induce him to eat^ 
the little animal flew to me, with feeming 
fondnefs, and fixed bis teeth in my upper 
lip. Mr. Wdodward, who happened to be 
prefent, inftahtly exclaimed, " I hope you 
*^ do not bleed." This, with my obferving 
affedionate apprehenQons in the looks of 
every perfon in the room, made me conclude 
the dog to be mad, and that I (hould partake 
of bis malady. I was confequently feized 
with inexpreflQble horrors, to which the gloom 
ei my (ituation made no inconfiderable ad* 
dition ; and if I did not fear death itfelf, yet 
I could not help being ihocked when I ima* 
gined him to be approaching, armed with 
unufual terrors. 

It is well known, that dangers appear 
much more alarming in apprehenfion than 
in reality. My feelings upon the prefent 
occafion confirmed this truth; for Mr. 
Bromfield^ who had been fent for as foon as 

the 
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the accident happened, declared that I felt 
infinitely more than if the falival infeftion 
had operated with its full force. Such a deep 
impreffion did this event make on my mind, 
that for feveral years after, I was in agonies 
iipon the anniverfary of the day on which it 
happened. 

Mr. Woodward endeavoured to perfuadc 
me, that there was not the leaft room for me 
to give way to thefe apprehenfions. He af- 
fured me the next morning, that the crea- 
ture followed him home, the preceding 
evening, and fwam over a piece of water 
which lay in the way ; an indifputable proof| 
that it was perfeftly free from every fyinp- 
tom of the hydrophobia. But his ordering 
it to be hanged, the momer>t he got hoine> 
feemed to prove, that what he faid was ra- 
ther to difpel my fears than his real fefnli- 
ments. 

As I continued to be indifpofed, my ap- 
pearance in public would have been im- 
praQicable. I was not even able to leave 
my room; upon which account, I did not 
regret the lofs of liberty fo much as I other- 
wife fliould have done. Particular orders 
were given, that I Ihould not be left alone ,• 
and the Richmond company being returned 
to winter quarters, I had my TOuch-lovcd 
Mifs Wordley conftantly with me. Our af- 
feftion for each other was fo fervent and re^ 
ciprocal, that fhe feemed to fuffcr equally 
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ATith myfelf; and fhe was continually un- 
lappy, left the uncommon melancholy by 
^hich I was overwhelmed, fhould end in a 
lafty decline. Nothing could exceed the 
ittention fhe paid to me. She watched 
svery alteration in my temper or health 
ivith the moft anxious folicitude ; and as ftie 
ivas now my bed-fellow, if I even ftirred, I 
Pound her awake. This afFeQionate con- 
:ern, at length caufed a vifible alteration 
Inker health; which contributed more to 
Facilitate my recovery, tha,n it was in the 
power of medicine to do. I determined to 
be well, that my much-efteemed friend 
might be the fame ; and my exertions fuc- 
eeeded. 

Mr. Murphy, to whom I acknowledge my- 
felf under the greateft obligations, came 
dver to me as often as his other avocations 
won\d permit. He 'had endeavoured to 
prevail upon my revengeful creditor to fet-^ 
tie the affair, but without effeft. There was 
confequently no alternative but bringing it 
to trial. Mr. Jennings, of Carey-ftreet, was 
my voluntary attorney upon this occalion. 
Being defirous to have a caufe, of which he 
had the coridufting, come on before hi« 
great General, his bufinefs hitherto being 
only with bailiffs and arrefts, he applied to 
Mr. Stacie, and offered me his affiftance with- 
out fee or reward. He thought he (hould 
be fully repaid by the credit he Ihould. gain 

from 
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from the employ, and being introduced 
thereby into better company than he had 
been ufed to. As he was known to be a 
good folicitor, Mr. Woodward accepted bii 
fervice in my behalf; and in requitalj em- 
ployed him till his death. 

As I was aflUred of fuccefs, the approach 
of the trial gave me rather pleafure than 
pain. At length the expefted day arrived; 
and Mr. Murphy entered my apartment, ai* 
moft breathlefs, to announce my triumph. 
But I was difappointed in reaping the ad- 
vantages I (hould have done from my fuc« 
Cefs, by the lady's dying (bon after. Had 
file lived, and I had renewed my fuil in the 
court of King's Bench, there is no doubt but 
I (hould have obtained a fev^re decree agatoft 
her. The method fhe made ufe of to alig* 
ment her debt, by purchafing others, beiiigf 
as I have been informed, againft the laws of 
this country. 

I wrote immediately to thank my honour* 
able patron ; who artfwered me, and wiflied,. as 
I had now eftablifhed my proteftion, that I 
would, if poflible, fettle the debt, for the rea- 
fons he had before alledged. Application 
was accordingly made to Mrs. Ray's execu-* 
tors, who had agreed to take two hundred 
pounds down, and two hundred more at the 
expiration of a year. I have reafon to be- 
lieve my adverfaries would have been gain- 
ers, by accepting my offer when it was firft 

made. 
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nade, a$ th^ fait muft have eoft them a very 
ronfiderable fum. By the generous affidance 
[ received from my kind friends, it was not 
ittended with any lofs to me. 

Thus ended an event which had caufed 
sne fo much anxiety, and had been the means 
3f my firft experiencing the greatejl of all 
lofles, the lofs of liberty ♦. " For difguife 
^^ thyfelf how thou wilt, ftill flavery,"— -as 
^ my favourite Sterne fays, — ^ftill thou art a 
'^ bitter draught ; and though thoufands, in 
'* all ages, have been made to drink of 
" thee, thou art no lefs bitter on that ac« 
•* count." — Feeling with eaual fenfibility^ 
from having been deprived ot her protedion, 
the force of that inimitable writer's fubjoin* 
ed addrefs to Liberty, though written only 
from imagination, I cannot refrain from 
making u(e of it, upon this occafion, to ex-* 
pfefs my , own fentiments. — " It is thou, 
»* thrice fweet and gracious Goddefs, whom 
•* all in public or in private worlhip, whofe 
•• taftc is grateful, and will be fo, till Na- 
•* TURE herfelf fhall change— No tint of 
words can fpot thy fnowy mantle, nor 
chymic power turn thy fceptre into iron. 
^ —With thee to Imile upon him as he 
*^ eats his cruft, the fwain is happier than- 
^ tbe monarch, from whofe court thou art 
^ exiled/' 

* Sternc*t Sentiaiemal Journty, V#1.IX« P^ 8^. 

Ihad 
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I had fent to the proprietors, to let them 
knov that I (hould be able to perform on the 
tenth of November; and as I had takes 
th« lodging I was in for a certain term» I 
chofe to refide there till the expiration of it. 
Accordingly at that time I obtained a day 
rule, and went to the theatre, but I found 
that my fervice was not needful. All the 
performers feemed happy to fee me at liber- 
ty; the manager alone appeared to be in- 
different about it, having been influenced by 
his co-partner, Mrs. Rich, who had refolved 
that her coufin, Mifs Wilford, fhould fuper- 
fede me. 

Prepoflcflion has great weight with the 
world in general. Humanity, however, is the 
leading charafteriftic of this nation. The 
public, confequently, would not fuffer a cAi/i 
of their favour to be opprelTed, even though 
they were to be entertained by what was fup- 
poled rifing merit. The proprietors had 
taken advantage of my unhappy fituation, to 
introduce the young lady juft mentioned in 
Cordelia*. I could. not with propriety ob- 
jc^ to this arrangement, but the public, 
being partial in my favour, did for. me. 
This induced the proprietors to announce 

r.iUpon.tjpi^s ^pccafiop, .as the daughter of 
misfortune, I was to be vifited by fome un- 
Yorcfeen event, that fhould tend to perplex 

and 
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.nd diftrefs me. My maid had put into the 
:oach^ which took me to the theatre, a box, 
;pntaining my remaining ornaments (which, 
ndeed, were not of any great value) toge- 
her with the properties I wanted for that 
light, and by fome means or other it was 
pft. Among the former vtcce fome minia- 
ure portraits; one of which, and a locket, 
'. (incerely regretted ; as I alfo did the brace- 
ets, left me by my deceafed friend Mifs 
Meredith. 

-The gain was trivial to the finder, but 
>f fuch confequence to me, that I offered a 
eward of fifty pounds, though without fuc- 
:efs. A fimilar misfortune happened to me 
3nce before. Some years back, I unfortu-r 
lately dropped a pocket-book in the Green 
Park, wherein there were four bank notes 
)f one hundred pounds each. This I like-r 
vife had advertifed, - promifing to give 
ip the notes, with a large reward be- 
ides, if the perfqn who had found it 
would, fend a .paper which was therein. 
That advertifement had jnet with no bettejr 
liccei^ xh^n the prefejot. Indeed I was in-* 
I^rmed, that I had afted wrcng in making 
ulph a^u .offeVj ^s the acceptance of ij 
vwifd come under the denomination of felof 
}j^k;iJ[ ^xay howeverj^ not without any fufpi- 
HDRSj^ that mpthf^r pejjo,n found an advantage 
n'my'lofs. . But as this is only conjeSure, 
\ Ihall drop all thoughts. of my bfs^ for ever ; 

not 
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not doubting, but that even-handed juftice 
will return the ingredients of the poifoned 
chalice, if not in *' the corrupted currents 
•* of this world, where offence's gilded hand 
^« may (hove by juftice ; and oft 'tis feen the 
** wicked prize itfelf buys out the law; it 
♦* will above, where there is no fhuffling; 
** where the aftion lies in it's true nature ; 
•^ and we ourfelves are compelled, even to 
^ the teeth and forehead of our faults, to 
•* give in evidence *." . 

The dilemma I was thrown into by the 
lofs of my box, greatly increafcd the anxiety 
I felt from appearing for the firft time after 
my confinement ; to which an ignominy is 
ttfually annexed, however undeferVed that 
confinement may have been. I was fo cur- 
tailed in my drefs by the lofs, that I wa« 
obliged to borrow even an under-pqtticoat. 
At length I was fupplied with every nc- 
ceffarj' by the kind attention of Mrs. Whit- 
field, my dreffer ; as I have fince lain under 
greater obligations to this worthy woman, 35 
will be feen in the fequel, I think it pro- 

ST to mention her name, and to add, that 
e is an honour to hinnanity. The public 
received me with marks of the warmell ap* 
probation. 

The lofs of my bo«: made me refoive 
not to run the rifque of meeting with luch 
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an untoward accident again. I therefore 
.changed nay plan of refiding in my prefent 
•lodging, and took one in Sufiblk-ftreet. 
• The tragedy of " King Lear" was an- 
:nounccd, in which Mifs Wilford had ap- 
:peared in Cordelia at the laft reprefentation. 
.^r. Younger, the pronnpter, who had the 
httt of hearts, imagined, by the reception 
JE met with upon my late performance, that 
jio manager 'Would endeavour to add to my 
deprefllon, by forcing upon the public a 
perfon of whom they did not approve ; he 
4^erefore obliterated her napie, and put 
mine in the bills. 

At twelve o'clock, I received a vifit from 
ISlr. Gibfon, the deputy-manager, who in- 
formed me of the miftake, and requefted that 
I would give up the part; telling me at the 
iame time, that the managers would, upon 
my doing fo, give out hand-bills to announce 
the error to the public. I was not ihen divert- 
ed of that difpofition which fpurns at in- 
juries. I felt the affront with more irafci- 
bility, than prudence perhaps would have 
permitted ; hut prudence was a virtue which, 
at that period, my befl: friends did not al- 
i.QW me to be poflelTed of; nor could I, in- 
deed, with juftice, lay any claim to it* It 
cannot be fuppofed, therefore, that I confi- 
d^red the confequences that fliould refult 
from whatever anfwer I might give, 

VOL. IV. H I in- 
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I inftantly replied, " I am an indulgei 
"^^ Jefvant o{ the public;- and let what will 

happen, I will not fuffer my nanne to be 

altered ; but play the charaftcr / w///.** 
-Mr. Gibfon then left me, with feeming re- 
gret, declaring I fliould draw upon me the 
•hatred of the family. To which I anfwcred 
with fome warmth, ^' I have long fct that 
-^' at nought; I neither covet their favour, 
•** nor fear their malice. I depend upon 
-*^ that patronage I have ever met with; 

and will ftaod or fall by that candour and 

indulgence, I have always been treated 

with by the publice." 

Upon fending my fervant to look at the 
play-bills, fhe brought me word that the 
inen were at that moment changing them; 
:and that the miftake was pointed out in a 
Nota-Bene. Hearing this, I inftantly fent 
'to have hand-bills printed, and diftributed 
among the audience as they went into the 
Jhoufe. In this bill I only mentiooed the 
circumftance which had occafioned it, fimply 
as it was; at the fame time telling them, 
that as I efteemed myfclf the acknowledged 
x:hild of their favour, 1 thought ic.my duty 
-to be ready in cafe I Ihould, that cveningi 
^e honoured with the preference. 

When the curtain drew up, there was an 
•univerfal cry for your humble fervant ; and 
upon CJordelia's appearance, notwithftand- 
ing ihe was the favoured child .of the fami- 

iies 
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lies of the Rich's and the Wilford's, fhc was 
obliged to withdraw and give place to me* 
Being ready drefled for the charafter, I im- 
mediately made my entree^ amidft an univer- 
fai applaiife; and I do not recolleft that I 
ever met with more tokens of approbation^ 
in fo trivial a <:hara6ter, during my theatri- 
-cal exiftence. 

This event was the more flattering, as it 
^(Rired^ne, that I was ftill held in eftima- 
tion by the public. It might be ailed ged, 
that my fair ri-val, who was undoubtedly an 
■excellent dancer^ had not theii arrived at any 
•reputation as a tragedian 5 and the vifiblc 
Kiepreffion- of a ^declared partiality, might 
Arongly operate in my favour. 

The young lady, whofe mortification, it 
TTiuft be fuppofcd, was very great, came into 
the green-room, and faid, (he was furprized 
any performer would prefume to affront 
Mrs. Rich. I could have told her, that her 
good coufin affronted the public much mbrct, 
by forcing her then uninformed relation upon 
them; but as I neither dreaded the frowns 
X)f the Lady Direftrefs, nor hoped for her 
•favour, I held the little Cordelia's fpeech in 
ftoo much contempt to make any reply to it. 



/ 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 

November 6, 17— 

AT the conclufion of this feafon my' 
agreement at Covent-Garden expired; 
and at the fame time the patent wasdifpofed 
of to Meflrs. Colman, Harris, Powell, and 
Rutherford. Hearing nothing for fomt 
time from Mr. Colman, who was the afting 
manager, relative to a renewal of my ar- 
ticles, I gave over all hopes of an engage- 
ment with them ; however, Mr. Wood- 
ward called upon me one day, and informed 
me, that he had had an interview with the 
commandant, in which, having enquired 
whether I was engaged by them, our modem 
Terence had replied, " Yes ! I depend upon 
^' her; but multiplicity of bufincfs has pie* 
" vented me from calling upon her; I&0U' 
be obliged to you, if you will inform ber^ 
that I propofe doing myfelf the pleafurc 
*' very foon." 

I was not only happy at being afTuFcd of 
a new engagement, but being under thc^i- 
reftipn of a manager, whofe knowledge aod 
talents I held in the higheft eftimatipn.^ 
Accordingly, the next day, I had the faul- 
faftion of having my articles renewed for 
three years; and being, as I thought, upon 
favoured terms of opinion with MrXo/raan, I 

Juppofcd 
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[uppofed I {hould be reftored, by the prefer- 
ence he would fhew me, to my former eligi- 
ble fituation in the theatre. Aftuated by 
this hope, I determined to fpare no pains, in 
Drder to merit his continued approbation. 

As Mr. Alderman Cracrofc had lately mar- 
ried the beautiful Mifs Drax, he was em- 
ployed in a higher circle than formerly, and 
bad declined receiving and paying my falary 
among my creditors. Whilft I was an in- 
habitant of St. George's-fields, he fent over 
to defire I would give him a frefh fecurity 
for what I owed him, and I feel a fenfible 
concern when I refledt that I never faw him 
more. 

Mr. Powell, of the Pay-OfBce, whofe pre- 
mature death furnifhed, not long ago, a to- 
pic for general converfation, took upon him 
the execution of this truft during one fea- 
fon ; but as it was attended with Tome trou- 
ble, he, at the end of that time, thought fit 
to decline it. This, I muft acknowledge, I 
eonfidercd as very ftrange, and rather un- 
kind; as I had every right to expeft his 
friendfliip, from my having been the firft 
ineans of his being introduced to Mr. Fox, 
though I only knew him as deputy-treafurer 
of Covent-Garden theatre. Undoubtedly 
he was pofleffed of every requifite for bufi- 
nefs ^ but when he came to be a great man, 
he, like many others, kicked down the ladder 
by which he had mounted, 

H 3 As 
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As Mr. Woodward had fhewn a fricndlf 
forwardnefs to ferve me upon every occafion, 
and his integrity was fo well known, I re* 
quefted him to take upon himfelf the em- 
ployment. This he did, and all my credi- 
tors were well ' pleafed with the nomination. 
His punftuality was fuch, that he left the 
dividend at his chambers, in ClementVInn, 
fealed up for each Separately ; fo that if he 
happened to be from home, they had not the 
trouble of calling a fecond time : and as he 
likewife left the receipts ready written, they 
were detained no longer than whilft they 
Cgned their names. 

Such pundluality and attention, muft fe- 
€ure perfons the refpe<5t and good-will of all 
thofe who happen to have bufincfs with 
them. — Punduaiity in every concern, is not 
lefs laudable than its concomitant, honelly. 
'•—It is not, indexed, ufually confidcred as a 
principle of equal import 5 the advantages 
arifing to fociety from it .will, however, be 
found to be very little (hort of thofe refult- 
ing from the latter. — Were it more attended 
to, how would it fmooth the intercourfe be- 
tweeit man and man j efpecially thofe wh« 
conflitute the commercial part of a people I 
So confpicuoufly needful is an attention to it, 
that what I have faid in fome of my former 
letters, relative to the obfervance of a pro- 
mife, (and as I am an enthufiaft in that point, 
my enforcement of it ha^ not been luke- 
warm) 
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warm) will equally fuit the virtue I am here" 
recom-mending; for a virtue it isy thouglv 
not one of the cardinal ones* 

We opened the campaign with Ibme eclat^^ 
as Mr. Powell wasjuftly admired'; and there' 
is no doubt but he would hive proved an 
ornament to the ftage, had he had time to- 
acquire that knowledge which is requifite to- 
make the profeflion a fcience. But very few 
give themfclves leifure, or take the trouble;^ 
to arrive at the goal. The intenfe applica- 
tion I have pointed out on a former occafioni 
is abfolutely indifpenfible for arriving at' 
perfeftion. — For want of this, many who- 
poffefs great abilities, reach only mediocrity.- 

Our firft appearance together was in Jaf- 
fier and Belvidera ; and he was fo extrava- 
gant in his encomiums upon my playing,. 
that I had every reafon to believe he had> 
given over all thoughts of an engagement* 
with Mrs. Yates. That he had this in view,- 
was reported,, and carried with it an air of* 
probability;- for, exclufive of the lady's ex- 
traordinary merit, it wasr natural to fiippofe* 
lie muft entertain a partiality for the^ firftt 
heroine he ever appeared -withv 

In a few days the report of an engagement • 
with Mrs. Yates was revived ; and Mr. Col— 
man called upon me, to inform- me, that fucht 
a ftep was abfolutely neceflary, as it would be 
a great bar to their fuccefs, fhould flie be? 
engaged at Drury-lane, for which a treaty^ 

H. 4, was- 
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was then in agitation. At the fame tin[)e he 
aflfured mc, that no engagement whatever 
/hould injure me. Indeed^ that it would ra- , 
ther be the re verfe ; as many pieces might be 
revived, in which we might Jbine (as he was 
pleated to exprefs himfelf) together. Be- 
fides which, I fhould retain mofi of my cha- 
rafters, if not all of them. 

Perfectly fatisfied in this aflurance> and 
having always been a wann admirer of Mrs. 
Yates's talents, I was really pleafed at the 
engagement, inftead of feeling any envious 
emotions. But I have fome reafbn to be- 
lieve, that fhe was of another opinion ; for 
upopT my going up to her, at the firft rc- 
he^rfal, in order to falute her, and congra- 
tulate myfelf, (he very coldly received my 
greetings and we did not afterwards fpeak* 
I have more than once faid, I never was fuA 
ceptible of the mean paffion of envy; I 
therefore could not help being hurt at even 
a fuppofition's arifing in my mind, that (ho 
could harbout- an idea of my being capable 
of diffimulation. Whenever a coolnefs con- 
tinues for any time between people who are 
obliged in bufinfefs to meet, difguft is gene--; 
rally the confequence. I frankly own this 
was the cafe with me. Mrs. Yates is th6 beft 
judge of her own feelings upon the occafion. 

A little time after, Mr. Colman introduced 
a young lady, by name Morris, in his play of 
the " Englifh Merchant," in which £hc met 

with 
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with great approbation. She afterwards ap« 
peared in Juliet. As her youth and attraftion^ 
were what Juliet fliould be, it would hav^ 
been abfurd to a degree, had I objected to 
her playing it; notwithftanding, at that pc-f 
riodj it was not common to take the capital 
performer's charafters from them, except for 
a perfoji of acknowledged merit. 

This fair flower, like the lily of the valley^ 
reared a-whilelier.head,difplayed her beauties 
to the fun, aad diffufed around the f>veeteft 
odours— But tranlient as the lily was her 
fate-— Like her lovely emblem furcharged 
with rain, flie foon dropped, and charmed 
no more.-— So eager was the grifly monftgjr 
death to fcize fuch perfciSion, and fo hafty 
were his ftrides, that fhe was unable to ap-^ 
pear at her own benefit in the charafter of 
Juliet* I was therefore folicited by her re- 
latione to perform that paa*t, which I did 
with the greatcft readinefs ; fincerely iregretr 
ting at the fame tinme the untimely d.ecuy 
of fuch promifing merit, which probably 
wx>uid have adorned the ftage with aaother 
Farren, 

Before the conclufion of the winter, the 
other two proprietors complained they were 
znadc cyphers. They allcdged ' that Mr. 
Cblman and Mr. Powell arrogated all the 
power to themfelves, and were fo expcnfivc 
in the clothes and decorations, that they 
ihared nothingj Botwichftanding iiie iiQufe^ 

H 5 in 
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in general were crowded. Mr. Powell and 
I feldom fpoke, but upon the ftage. As I 
had every reafon to believe he had acSled with 
duplicity, I naturally defpifcd him ; I there- 
fore feldom went to the theatre, except when 
bufinefs called me. 

About this time 1 was introduced to the 
worthy and celebrated Mr^Hoole, the juftly 
admired tranflator of Metaftatio, Taflb, and 
mod of the great Italian poets. His lady 
and myfelf fofmed the ftrifteft intimacy, 
and we were feldom feparate. When I had 
leifure from my attendance at Golden- 
Square, we had little parties, either at my 
apartments or theirs. A relaxation of this 
nature was neceffary tor difpel the chagrin I 
felt, that all my vifionary theatric caftles 
Ivere tottering. 

Such indeed has been the fure confe- 
quence, of every favourable event of my 
life. I have always found that even thofc 
cxpcftations which have feemed moA cer- 
tain, have vanquifhed like Sancho Panza*s 
fupper. They have been fcjcn, but not en- 
joyed.— And as the delicate viands which 
were fpread before the hungry governor 
ferved only to increafe his appetite, fo my 
fanguine certainties, and fure expedlancies, 
have led me into many expences, which, but 
i(u^^ flattering profpefts thefe prefented, 
I Ihould not have incurred. A review of 
the incidents of my life, when they are all 

laid 
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laid before you, will convince you, thatucver 
raortaLfound fuch a number of apparently 
well-grounded hopes, fo fatally and com** 
pletcly blaftedj and that by means which 
were not to be cxpefted oravoided, I may 
with propriety exclaim upon-this-occafion 
with the fourth Harry * 



y *> 



** Will fortune never come with both hands full, 
••" But write her fair words Hill in fouleft letters ?**> 

The enflung funnmer I took a fmall houfe 
at Strand in the Green. The fituation was 
beautiful,.as it commanded the fineft part of 
the Thames, and terminated with a- view- 
of Kcw-bridge. Its being fo near town was 
another inducement ; « for my attendance - at : 
the Comte's was^almoft daily expefted* 

When^ the next- feafon commenced^ the • 
difagreement between the patentees became 
public. This brpke out ^afrefh,^ upon ac- 
count of- a very ftrange difpute* indeed*; 
which was no other,, than Mp. Colman*s - 
infifting that Mrs. Yates ihould appear in the 
charadter of Imogen, in f'Cymbelinej" apai»t 
in which fhe. had long, been eftablifhed, and : 
•univerfally admired j and Meflrs. Harris and ^ 
Rutherford being equally ftrenuous that Mrs. 
Leflingham ihould have the preference. The . 

• Second Pm of Henry IV. Aft IV. Scene VIIL ' 

H 6 beauty > 
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bcaoty rfnd figure of the latter wcrc> I did*, 
•greatly in her favour ; but flie could by no 
means be faid to furpafs Mrs. Yates> who 
.joined hard-earned fcieitce to her Other great 
qualifications. A proccfs was begun in con- 
fequence of this rupture, which tended only 
to benefit the gentlemen of the Jong-rdbe i 
for in the fequel it produced no other efFefl:. 

Mr. Powell, induced by fotne reafon I 
could never account for, began, once more, 
to load me with flattery ; but as I had no 
roonn to believe his compliments fincere, I 
treated him with infinite contempt. Mrs. 
Yates was over-perfuaded to appear in Emi- 
lia, in the " Engiifh Merchant;'* a charaftcr, 
notwithftanding what I have faid of her 
beauty, totally unfit for her j and I played 
Lady Alton, which would much better have 
become that dignity and figure which Ihc 
poflefles in fo eminent a degree. 

I am now about to enter upou a very im^ 
fortant event in my life, viz. the means by 
."Which I was prevented from publilhiiig my 
letter to Mr. Calcraft. Had it found its way 
to the public at that time, it would, I flatter 
myfelf, have avenged me in fome meafure 
t)f a man who had treated me with fuch un- 
paralleled injuftice, and have vindicated my 
condua:, with refpeft to him, to the whole 
world. But as I was prevailed upon, I may 
% ^^mpelled not to do it then, when it 
would have been of much more fervice to 

^ me, 
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itic, and have prevented many nriisfortunes 
which have fincc happened, to me, I fliaH> 
as I have already promifed you, fend it to 
you by way of fupplement to my narrative ; 
for without it, many circumftances in my 
life will want elucidation. 

As it makes fo interefting a part of my 
ftory, I Ihall begin my next ktter with it. 
-^Nor will this be the only important cir- 
cnmftanee that it will contain. You will 
read therein fome other incidents, which will 
tend to confirm the obfervation I have lately 
made, that no mortal ever found their hopes 
fo fuddenly and completely fruftrated as I 
have done* 

G. A. B, 
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LETTER LXXXVIIr 

November 14, 17— 

THE. day of the rcprcfentation of the 
** Englifh Merchant," as mentioned in 
my laft, I had caufed an advertifcment to be 
inferted in all the public papers, to the fol.!- 
lowing purport : ^^ Speedily will be publiflir 
ed, a letter from George Ann Bellamy, to 
John Cal craft, Efqs with this motto -, 






'* So comes the reck'ning when the banquet's o*er, . 
*^ The dreadful reck'ning^ and men fmile no more." ' 

Gat. 

Juft before the piece was going to begin, 
Mr. Colman came into my drefling-room, , 
and informed me, that in confequence of my 
advertifcment, Mr. Calcraft had been at his > 
houfe, vowing vengeance againft the thea- 
tre, if I did not promife to give up all '« 
thoughts of fuch a publication j which, he 
faid, was at once putting a dagger into his ' 
heart, and a pijiol to his head. He concluded, 
with many imprecations, that if I did not at 
leaft give fome time, he would not only put 
his threats into execution, but apply to the 
Lord Chamberla^in to have me filenced; 

and^ 
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and, moreover, turn my childrca adrift, who 
fliould perifh before he would afford theai 
any afliftance. 

Mr. Colman exprefled fome difpleafure at 
the rudcncfs of Mr. Calcraft's behaviour, 
who departed abruptly. The manager, how- 
ever, aftuated, I doubt not, by a regard for 
me, ufed many arguments to induce me to 
give up the point. Among others, he de- 
fired me to remember that I was playing un- 
der a letter of licence, and cbnfequently, by 
perfifting, I fliould greatly injure my credi- 
tors. To this he added every inducement 
that fecmed likely to fucceed. I was, how- 
ever, ftill obftinate. 

He then entreated, that I would only defer 
the publication till the end of the feafon. At 
length, yielding to his reiterated entreaties, I 
gave him my promife that I would confent 
to his wiflies : a promife that I have never 
ceafed repenting of, from the hour in which 
I made it, to the prefcnt : for had I perfe- 
vered in my intention, the world would have 
been clearly convinced of the cruelty with 
which I had been tieated. 

But Mr. Calcraft was not indebted to me 
in the leaft fo» this compliance. The efteem 
and regard I entertained for the gentleman 
who ncgociated the affair, was my only in- 
ducement. To him, and not to my betrayer^ 
was the conceffion made. I was fo cxafpe-* 
xated at hi^ having propagated a report that 

cur 
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our reparation was occafioncd by ikyme gal- 
lantries of mine, particularly with the Earl 
of Harrington, (as I have hinted before, and 
fhall further explain in my letter) that I ought 
in juftice to myfelf to Jiave expofcd his tal- 
lacies at the time. 

But it was always to be my lot unfortu- 
nately to be over-ruled, when die fteps I was 
about to take were diftated by prudence. I 
can only attribute my imprudent conccflion, 
in this cafe, to the inftigatian of that evil ge- 
nius, who generally counterafted every defign 
which fcemed to be for my good. Not but 
that I am perfe(£Uy fatisficd Mr. Coliiian had 
no other motive for his folicitations than 
friendfhip ; and this weighed much with me. 
The confideration of his own interefl: was 
out of the queftion; for had Mr* Calcraft 
and his aflbciates, done any injiuy to the 
theatre, perfons of fuch over-grown fortunes 
would doubtlefs have made ample amends 
for whatever lofs the proprietors might bxvt 
fuftained. There was, in Ihort, a fatality in 
it, the current of which I could not ftem. 

The following circumftance will likcwifc 
prove, that the fame evil genius, or fomc 
other undifcoverable caufe, ufually prevented 
me from purfuing the path that led to my 
welfare. The rupture between the propri- 
etors was now come to a crifis. This, as I 
was informed, rendered it neceflary for Mr. 
Colman to get 9. paper figned by the.per*^ 

formers^ 
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formcfs, expreffing their approbation of his 
management, and containing an acquicfcence 
ta be guided by his direction. 

This paper the manager brought to me, 
and defired I would fign it. Upon which I 
frankly told him, that as I was engaged to 
all four of the proprietors, irdid not appear 
to me, at firft fight, to be prudent to fign 
any paper giving one a preference over the 
others. To which he^replied, that as by the 
articles which fubfifted between him and 
the other proprietors, he was allowed to be 
the only aSiing manager y he could fee no im- 
propriety in my figning apaper which mere^ 
ly related to that right. He then added, 
that he was fo well aflured I (hould, upon due 
refleftion, be of his way of thinking, that 
he would leave the paper with me, and eat a 
chop with me the next day. 

Mr. Colman was fcarcely gone, before Mr. 
Rutherford and Mr. Woodward came in ; 
and, I have fome reafon to think, on the fame 
Bufineft ; as the former immediately ex- 
claimed, " have you figned it V* Upon my 
anfwering in the negative, but acknowledg- 
ing that the paper was left with me for my 
confideration, Mr. Rutherford wanted me to 
fliew it to him. This I abfolutely refufed to 
do 5 faying, I wondered any gentleman who 
profefled liberal fentiments could advife a 
breach of truft. He told me that if he had 
got hold of it, he would have burnt it, as 

he 
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he was fure two capital performers had figiP 
ed it, who would not have done fo, had 
another paper been prefcnced in their favour. 
Upon which I repeated what I had faid be- 
fore-; adding, that I thought it, though 
trifling in itfelf, a breach- of truft ; and it 
therefore became an indifpenfible duty for 
me to keep it unfeen. As foon as it had 
faid this, Mr. Rutherford went away in 
anger. 

Mr. Woodward remained behind, and 
made ufe of every argument to diflfuade me 
from figning it. He dwelt particularly upoi> 
the ill treatment I had received from Mr.. 
Colman* This, however, I ought to. have 
attributed to Powell, not Colman* But at 
length tired out with Mr. Woodward's feli- 
citations, urged by my gratitude to him, 
and inftigated by my ufual indifcretion, I con- 
fcnted to his requeft. I accordingly fent back 
the paper to Mr. Colman, with a card in- 
clofed, acquainting him that I defircd to de- 
cline figning it ; but hoped my refufal would 
not prevent me the favour of his company, 
agreeable to his own invitation. That gentle- 
man, however, took no notice of my card, and 
from that time we became totally ftrangers. 

Thus was I once more over-perfuaded, 
contrary to my own judgment, to purfuea 
meafure, which, as will be feen in the fequel, 
turned out to be the moft detrimental to 
my intcrcfl: I could have chofcn. — But the 

following 
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following unlucky incident will ferve to 
prove more ftrongly than either of the fore- 
going, that I am no favourite of Maclanv 
Fortune's. A combination of circumftances 
confpired coblaft my long encouraged hopes 
in the moment of completion, and fiirnilhes 
another proof, among the many I have al- 
ready given, of the truth of * Hamlet's af- 
fertion, that 

*' There's a divinity that fhapes our ends, 
** Rough-hew them how we will." 

About the conclufion of this feafon, Mr. 
Powell came flufhed into the Gpeen-Room 
one evening, and informed me, that Mr. 
Benfley and he had dined at Lord Tyraw- 
l€y% where Mifs Nancy O'Hara,' who \vas 
his profeffcd admirer, had mentioned in con- 
verfation, that I ftiould foon have a confider- 
able legacy left me, Lady Tyrawley being 
very ill. I ufually had a fummons every 
evening to wait upon her ladylhip, and up- 
on my returning home, I accordingly found 
one, requcfting that I would go to Somerfet- 
houfes but being much indifpofed from a 
violent cold, and greatly fatigued, as I had 
that night played Alicia, impelled by the 
fame wayward deftiny that had (o often 
direfted my determinations, I refolved to 
poftpone my vifit till the morning. 

, • Hamlcr, Aa V. Scene IL 
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I did fo ; and about nine o'clock received 
^ note from her ladyfhip's woman, infonning 
me chat her miftrefs had died at three that 
morning. She added, that his lordfhip had 
come at five, when he locked himfelf up, 
and after having examined all her ladyfhip's 
papers, had gone away, leaving ftrift orders 
with her not to have any communication 
whatfoever with mcy upon pain of his dif- 
pleafure. His lordfhip gave as a reafon for 
this reflriftion, that he had foiind, during 
his rummage, a letter of mine, which had 
convinced him of what he had once doubted^ 
of my having encourage«d her ladyihip tore* 
fufe his requcft, relative to cutting off the 
entail of an eftate. 

This, like many other of my Innputrd 
faults, originated from a miftake.— Indeed, 
moft of the actions of my life have been in 
the fame manner perverted ; by which means 
1 have been loaded with cenfures thac-l do 
not really deferve. — Errors enough I know 
I have been guilty of, but thefe have been 
fo multiplied and mifreprefented, that it is 
become neceflary for me to lay a true ftatc- 
ment of them before you and the world.— 
To know that your friendfliip has not been 
leflcned by thefe mifreprefentations, isoneof 
the grcatcft bleflings I at prefent enjoy.— I 
am forry to fay, that I fear the world too 
much delights in fcandal, for me to hope 
that my condud has been viewed by them 

in 
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-in the fame favourable light. — I will, how- 
:cver, truftthat thefe prejudices are not irre- 
anoveable. — ^I will hope that when the ac- 
xiount I am now employed on, reaches the 
public, it will be received with the lame 
candour and kindnefs, with which my at- 
tempts to gain their favour in my theatrical 
profeflion were once rewarded. 

But to return to his Lord(hip. — I think I 
informed you in one of the preceding letters, 
-that Lord Tyrawley's private marriage with 
his lady, prevented him from receiving the 
fortune he expefted to have had with her, 
Inftead of which, when the Reparation be- 
tween them took place, he was obliged to al- 
low her a handfome income as his wife. His 
Jordfhip likewife put her in poffcflion of the 
apartments, plate, &c. &c. which wy mother 
abdicated upon her quarrel with him, as re* 
lated in the early part of my hiftory. 

Upon the death of Lord Bleflington's fon. 
Lady Tyrawley, and her brother the noble 
Earl, were the only perfons in the entail of 
the family eftate. Lord Tyrawley being at 
that time much diftreffed, from having a 
young family laid to him, which, in all pro- 
bability he could have no right to, he applied 
to his lady to join in cutting ufFthe reverfion, 
jchat he might be able to difpofe of it. 

I have already acquainted you with moll 
jo( the particulars of that application from 
this lordlhip, and of the lettexis which pafled 

.between 
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between them upon the occafion, but fome 
continuation is now neceflaiy. At the time 
this happened^ I was at Hollwood. Her 
ladyfhip fent me her huA>and's firft letter, 
zxidijeemed by the concluiion of her own to 
fay, that (he was dcteraiined to refufe his 
lordfhip's requeft ; as (he meant every thing 
ihe had to leave, as an addition to my 
daughter's fortune. I anfwered her ladyihip's 
letter, thanking her in the ftrohgcft terms 
for her friendfhip ; and, without any explana- 
tion, faid, I Jend the inclofed ; whereas I 
ought to have diftinguilhed it by faying, I 
jreturriy &c. In this ftate my letter was found 
at Somerfet-houfe, and my . good patron, 
friendj father, or lord, fcemed to believe 
from it, that his wife's refufal proceeded 
from my advice. I was thus confidered as 
guilty, and immediately condemned at his 
houfe in Leicefter- fields, where the family 
were no friends to me. No will was brought 
forth; and I never faw his lordfhip after, 
but once in the Green-room, and at his own 
houfe, when he was firft confined by the 
diforder which carried him off. 

Have I not reafon, think you, to complain 
once more of the unkind attacks of fortune ? 
Was it poflible to fuppofe that fuch un- 
toward circumftances would have fbcpped 
between me and my hopes, fo well- founded 
as they were? Yet, why fhould I exped/ 
ftability in that wheels which from my ear- 
4 lieil 
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licft years, as you have fcen, has been fub- 
^e6t to fuddcn and uncxpe£lcd revokitiohs, 
So often have occafions prefented themfelves 
Tor making this remark, that I really fear 
<hey begin to appear tirefonic repetitions.-— 
May not however thefe difappointmeqts have 
jDcen intended by the all-wife Dfifpofer of 
events, to promote my real good! — That 
•great moralift Shal^fpere *, fpeaking of the 
cblindnefs of mortals in their wifhes, tells us, 
that 

■** We ignorant of ourfelves, 
**' Beg often our own harms ; which the wife powers 
'*' Deny us for our good : fo find we profit 
** By lofing of our prayers." 

i.et me then indulge the thought^ anden- 
deavour to difpcl the gloom, which, when 
'viewed in another liglU, they caft over the 
mind* 

When Lord Tyrawley was taken ill, led by 
that refpeft and aflfeftion which I had always 
entertained for his Lordfliip, I went to pay 
my duty to.him. Upon my entrance, I had 
the mortification to be repulfed by a domcf- 
-tic, who told methatMifs O'Haraknew my 
fenfibility to be too great to bear the fight 
of fo conspicuous a charader, when dege- 
nerated into idiotifm ; and the t converfation 

* Antony and CIcopatM, Aft II. Scene I. 
+ During the mafquerade, I reproached berasflie fat In the 
^age-box, for her partiality to one of .the ,pciforiniers. 

I had 
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I had with her during the malquerade il 
<^ Man and Wife,*' the laft time ihe faw m 
on the ftage, had convinced her that I could 
not poffibly have any paffion but contempt 
for her. She therefore would not give mc 
the trouble of an interview with a peribn to 
whom I had (hewn fb many marks of dif- 
like. 

I found all my paflions awakened by this 
infulting meffage; and forced my way, in 
(pite of every oppofition, into his Lordfliip's 
apartment. But how ihall I defcribe the 
melancholy (peftacle which there prefcntcd 
itfelf ! My heart bleeds at the very rccol- 
leftion of it. There, alas! I beheld thac 
great man, who had fhone, brightly fhone, 
both in the field and cabinet -, ^* for when b 
^' foldier was the theme, his name was not 
•^^ far off'," who had with honour filled places 
of the higheft truft and confidence; and^had 
been one of the firft ornaments of this coun- 
try ; funk into a ftate of debility and idiot- 
ifm. His Lordfhip was fitting up in his bed, 
•wrapped in a fcarlet gown. His eyes were 
•funk; his tongue was lolling out on one fide 
of his mouth -, and he appeared to be count- 
ing his fingers. — Heavens ! what a fad rc- 
verfe ! 

With a heart burfting with fondnels and 
grief, I knelt down by the fide of the bed, 
and taking hold of one of his hands, bathed 
it with my ^tears. I thtn fervently kifled it, 

in 
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in hopes that would draw his attention to- 
wards nie, and caufe him to recoUedt me.— 
Inftead of which, after fome time, he whif- 
pered, " Send Aby," '' I want AJby." " Why 
*^ does not Aby come ?" meaning Aby 
Fiflier. Hearing him thus fpeak with fomc 
degree of rationality, I requefted that he 
would look upon me ; and faid every thing 
that I thought would revive his recoUeftion 
—but, ah ! in vain. 

Hearing only the fame difcordant notes re- 
peated from thofe lips, whofe every found 
was once harmony to my ears, I quitted the 
room, (hocked beyond meafure with the 
fight l^ had beheld 5 a fight which recalled 
to my memory the fimilarity of his Lord- 
fhip^s fituation with that of his great General, 
who had taught him the way to glory, and who 
had experienced lik-e him a fecortd -childhood. 
As I went to my chair, I was told by an 
old domeftic, that the ungratefut young 
man he had called for, who had been fof- 
tered by his Lordfliip's humanity, after 
having been introduced, when an infant, in a 
baflcet, or by fome other unaccountable 
means, from the gate, of his Lordfliip's houfe 
at Blackheath, now even r^fufcd to give 
his patron the only pleafure he was capable 
of receiving, that of feeing him play upon 
the violin 5 for, as his Lordlhip was totally 
bereft of the fenfe of hearing, confcquently 
his talents, as tq/ound, were ufelefs. 

VOL. jv^ I Nay, 
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Nay, fp far had his Lordfhip^s partiality 
for him gained ground, that having, after 
-fome time, recovered a ray of reafon, he in- 
formed his fon, the prefent gallant Gene;ralj 
*or elfe direftedMifs.O'Hara to acquaint him^ 
that he muft provide himfelf with a lodgings 
AS Mr. Fifhcr, ^the prefent amiable Doftor) 
<:ould not be diflodged.— Thus are nature, 
and every tender innate feeling, deadened, 
if not totally deftroyed, by the dcfigning, 
^iffipated, ungenerous perfon, who conti- 
nually is in the prefence of the declining in-. 
v^YiAy and which generally ends in obtaining 
^ perfeft command. 



mtm 
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'Nov.'ft3, 

MTT vifit to Lord Tyrawlcy had lb. 
-great an effe6t upon my mind^ that I 
was immediately attacked with a difordcr 
which carried with it a probability of prov- 
ing fatal 5 and it certainly would have done 
fo, had I been called by the prints to the 
theatre, and been unable to have done my 
iduty there : But Mr. Colman prevented mc 
from experiencing fo mortifying a trial, by 
introducing, at the beginning of this fca- 
fon, (the fccond tof my prefent articles) a 
yoxxng woman named Millen 

This 
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This perfon had nothing to recommend 
her but the adbing managers favour, a cir- 
cumft^nce which plainly evinces the unli- 
mited power of gentlemen in that depart- 
ment; who we fee, from this inftance, can 
dare to feijl upon the public any being for 
-whom they may have conceived a partiality, 
or whom they intend to fet up as a mark of 
refentmcnt againft another performer. Had 
I nQW poflened the fame Ipirit I did when 
the pretty Cordelia appeared, who indeed 
had youth and elegance to boaft of, the ma- 
nager might not have found the talk he 
had undertaken fo eafy as he did j but n^y 
lilence upon the occafion, which proceeded 
from a confcipvifnefs of indifcretion, and the 
conftant difappointment of my hopes, made 
my paffivenefs appear the cffeft of indifpo- 
(jtion I confequently this puppet was permit- 
€d to go on, though a very, very indifferent 
iubftitute. 

When the benefits came to be fettled, 
•my illnefs obliged me to fix upon a piece 
in which I could appear without much 
exertion, Andromache, in *^ The Diftrcft 
*^ Mother," feemed as fuitable as any, that 
.play being . eftcemcd tlic ftrongeft in the 
company ; Mr, Powell playing Oreftcs, Mrs. 
Yates, Herm^ne, and oiyfelf Andromache^ 
Having never been ,a(;cufbpmed to ^ as a 
favour, what I imagined I hjad aright to ex^ 
peSl^ \ did.ilQt apply to Mrs. Yates to per- 

I 2 torm 
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form her part j as Ihe had lately played it, 
I had no apprehenfion of her hot doing it 
now. What the cuftom might be at prcfent, 
I am unacquainted with 5 but at that time 
it was unufual to requeft a performer's ap- 

Searance, unlefs a new part was to be 
udied. 

However, upon the play being advertifed, 
I received a note from the intended Helen's 
daughter, in a high ftile indeed ; to this I 
replied ; and, in a few days, I was not a lit- 
tle furprifed to fee the dejeflcd Trojan 
Queen's correfpondencc with the beautiful 
Grecian Princefs, in the public papers. I am 
fure Mrs. Yates's behaviour upon this oc- 
cafion, muft have been the confcqucnce o/* 
fome mifreprefentation, as I have fince bad 
the ftrongeft inftances of this lady's huma- 
nity and proffered civility, which indeed I 
could have no poflible right to expe<9:. 

When this affair became public, my good 
friend, herGraccof Quceniberry, fentformcto 
enquire what could occafion fuch a rupture. 
I told her Grace that I was totally ignorant 
of the caufe, but was concerned at the lofi 
of fo capital a performer, let it proceed 
from what caufe it would. She anfwcrcd 
that it was very immaterial as to the boxes; 
for my avowed patronefs, her fiftcr Douglas, 
(an affumed title for the Dutchefs) who had 
been fome time in town, but could not ap- 
pear in public till the great caufe then pend- 

io| 
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ing was determined, had requefted her to 
take care of my benefit, " As if," continu- 
ed her Grace, *^ I wanted Peg's recommen- 
*' dation to patronize you !" Then looking 
very fignificant, fhe faid, ^^ I fuppofe you 
** recoUeft I was one of the firft that noticed 
*f you i^' I replied, (he had done me that 
honour. " It was an honour," added (he, 
*^ and a very great one, if you knew all j 
" for I not only then gave you good ad- 
*^ vice, but have only been once at a play 
*' fince I found you did not follow that ad- 
*^ vice*^* I coloured; which her Grace 
perceiving, fhe immediately turned the dif- 
courfe, and began to confult what piece I 
Ihould have, 

: Juft at that inftant her grace of Douglas 
was announced. Next to fincerity, grati- 
tude is the moft fufceptible feeling of my 
heart. My fenfations, therefore, at hearing 
that revered name, are fcarcely to be con- 
ceived or defcribed. I believe Penelope was 
not more happy in meeting her long-loft 
Ulyfles ; nor Achilles his Patroclus ; or, to 
bring the comparifon nearer home, a fond 
love-fick girl to fee the objeft of her affec- 
tions, than L was to meet this befl of women; 
whofe every little civility feemed to contain 
fo much good-na.ture, with fuch fincere marks 
of regard, that they made an ifnprcffion 
which can never, be eradicated from my 

mindt 

I 3 Upon 
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Upon this lady's entrance, her copartner 
in the tambour accoftcd her with, ** I am 
*^ glad you are come. How go affairs on 
'* in the Houfe of Lords ?" To which inter- 
rogation the vifitor replied, " That flic had 
the greateft reafon to hope for fucccfs, as 
well from the jiiftice of the caufe, as from 
the equity of the court before which it was; 
whofe decifions were fo judicious, that they 
were fcarcely ever repined at, even by thofe 
who loft what they contended for/* 

" Well!" returned hei- Grace of Queenf- 
berry ; ** you muft now decide what is to be 
*^ done in the court of Covent-Gardeii, upon 
'* the fecond or third of April. Your Queen 
•^ of Troy is left alone; for the Grecian 
" Princcfs has declared that (he fhall meet 
*' her Heftor on the other fide of the Stv* 
" gian Lake, before (he will affift her." Tnc 
univerfal laugh which this droll fpeech ex- 
cited, was greatly increa(ed by the inflexi-* 
bility of the lady's countenance. Aa foon 
as the laughter was fubfided, her Grace re-» 
marked, that notwithftanding the plcaftntry 
i/i^hich had juft paflTed, the determination 
was of as much importance to me, as that of 
the great Douglas caufe was to them, as i 
played under a letter of licence, and had 
nothing to fupport me but the produce of 
my benefit. 

'' Romeo and Juliet,'* " Venice Prefervrd," 
and " Clcone/' were fevcrally propofcd> and 

all 



G\ a; bell a m y. pjy 

all rejedlcd, from my not being able to.fuf- 
tain my charadters in them, through the 
weaknefs I was labouring under; at laflt 
her Grace concluded, afluming at the fame 
time an air of as much importance^ as if fhe- 
had found out a method to pay off the na- 
tional debt,, that it muft ht the " Albion^ 
*^ Queens." She thought, fhe faid, upon 
recoUeftionj that 1 was like Mary,. Queen of* 
Scots. 

The latter part of the Dutchefs's fpeech^ 
overwhelmed me with confufion j when her 
Grace, laughing, faid, (he was glad to fee,, 
that after having been fo many y"ear& in pub- 
lic, keeping fuchjfo^ company, and having 
txavelled fo muc}i, I betrayed fuch evident 
marks of modcfty. The JDutchefs of Douglas • 
chid her Grace, who certainly pofTejOTed the 
moft feeling heart, notwithftanding it was 
contained in fo rude a' mould: Upon which^ 
fhe replied, ^* I fuppofe it will be a matter 
** of pleafure, inftead of mortification, when 
** I inform Bellamy, that I have always en- 
*' quired after her." — I bowed ; the play was 
fixed on; and I very gladly took my 
leave. 

I have already given you my fentiments 
upon her Grace's behaviour, and that at 
a time I was fmarting under the lalhes re- 
'ceived at a former vifit ; I Ihall therefore 
only fay here, that though I was fenfible of 
the honourof being admitted toC^ueenfberry- 

I 4 Houle,> 
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Houfc, which was always attended with 
pecuniary advantages even beyond my ex- 
pedlation^, yet I would very willingly have 
declined the honour, and even thefe advan- 
tages, could I have done it without the im- 
putation of difrefpedl and ingratitude, as I 
was fure of meeting with fomc farcafm, 
which in a manner deftroyed the benefit. 
Her Grace of Douglas engaged mc to break- 
faft the next day, where, tout a contraire^ I 
met with "the moft agreeable reception that 
real cordiality, unmixed with caprice, can 
beftow. 

At length the day of my benefit came. 
The Douglas Caufe was decided that day 
in their favour, to the very great morti- 
fication of the houfe of Hamilton, When 
my two patronefTes appeared, the applaufe 
was great, but, upon the young gentle- 
man's entering, it increafed; and the 
Dutchefs of Douglas making more courtefies 
upon the occafion than her companion 
thought needful, fhe leaned over the young 
gentleman who fat between them, and cried 
out, '' Sit down. Peg !'* This had fuch 
an effedi upon me, who ftcod on the fanrw 
fide, ready to make my appearance, that I 
burfl into fuch a fit of laughter as pre- 
vented me from going on immediately, as I 
ought to have done. But this was not all. 
Her Grace being in high good-humour, fhe 
kept calling out, occafionally, loud enough 

for 
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for me to hear, " Well faid, Mary !'* " Bravo, 
^ Mary!" which, united with the former, 
w^s very near turning the faid ftory we were 
enafting, into a Tragi-Comedy j for it was 
with the greateft difficulty I could keep my 
rifible faculties in any decorum. 

At the conclufion of the feafon, I found 
that it had turned out a very beneficial one. 
.This arofe not; only from the patronage of the 
ladies already mentioned, and many others, 
.but it received fome addition from the ge- 
nerofity of an unexpe6led benefador ; of 
which, though truly ridiculous in itfclf, I 
am tempted to give you the particulars;, as - 
perhaps they may have the fame efie£l upon 
your mufcles, as the Dutchefs of QueenC- 
berry's verhal applaufe had upon mine. 

An old gouty Knight, Banker, and Alder- 
maa> had entertained a partiality for me. As 
his lady was an elegant and accomplifhed 
woman, and in poffeffion of youth as well as 
a fortune, it is really to be wondered at that^ 
Ae fliould have facrificed herfelf to waning , 
.agq and difeafe, merely for the-, fake of a ^ 
.title. But my old friend verified- the adage 
of " ^out jour per driy ne vauL riifn."' He had 
icnt me at my benefit an . extraordinary pre- - 
lent J and as his honour was not accuftomed 
to do generous deeds, I might naturally have 
.fupppfed that I was not to place it to the ' 
fcoce either of humanity or liberality^ 

I 5, Hev 
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He accordingly called fome da)^s after, 
%heQ he was informed that I was not at 
home 5 but fufpefting the Veracity of my 
icrvant, he went to fomc little diftance^ and 
ordered the houfe to be watched. In a fliort 
time after I went out ; and whether his mer^ 
cury had not readily found him, 6r his cor- 
pulence had curbed his aftivity> I cannot 
fay, but he did not overtake my chair till 1 
had reached Leicefter-Houfe. 

I there heard a voice, feemingly of a per- 
fon out of breath, cry, '* Stop, chairnien, 
** ftop/' The two-legged poneys, however, 
continued their trot ; at lad a man, in 
a horfcman's coat, came up to the fide of 
the chair, and, in an imperative tone, com- 
manded the chairmen to fet <k)wh ; he at 
the fame time knocked at the fide-window. 
1 was greatly alarmed, and experienced 
perturbations for which I can no otherwifc 
account, than from the uncommonnefs of the 
circumftance. I notwithftanding did as I 
-was ordered ; when, to my inexprcffiblc fur- 
prife, I beheld my impaflioned elder, Who 
Teemed to me to have broke his wind to 
fiiew his gallantry. 

As he could not immediately fpeak, I alk^ 
"ed him, repeatedly, what was the occafion cf 
fiich madnefs ? Upon which, unbuttoning 
i\is/urtoufy hot only to recover breath, but to 
dazzle me with the gold lace upon his -coat, 
4 wifely 
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-wifely judging, that as a woman I muft be 
captivated by finery, he in a panting voice 
told nie, he bad given me a fubftantial proojf 
of his afFeftion at my benefit^ befides thirty 
pounds, the bajapce of a former debt for mo- 
ney borrowed upon my jewels,. and which he 
had never demancj^d. 

Hearing this uncommon falutation, I dew 
fired my panting lover, in a very refolute 
tone, to -go about his bufinefs; for, if he di^ 
not, I would inform his young lady of his dcr 
pravity and folly • I then told him, that if 
ever he prefumed, upon any account, to tajce 
fuch a liberty with me again, I was notfb^ 
friendlefs, but th^t fome perfon would inter- 
eft themfelves in my caufe, and punifli his^ 
infolence. 

I had no fooner faid this^ than in* an iifci 
flant away my gentleman went; and nbt- 
withftanding I had been heartily frightened 
jsit his approach, yet to fee .the ihort fquab 
fkuttling away as if he had crackers at his 
tail, prefentqdifuch a ridiculous fcene, that 
I could not help burfting.into an immoderate 
fit of laughter. In this I was joined by the 
very chairmen, who had heard the curious 
converfation, and had reconnoitred my Tur- 
tle-eater; fo that it was fome moments be- 
fore they could take up their burthen, that 
is, their chair ; .for as for myfelf, I was re- 
duced to my original gajfomer. - 

16 I after- 
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I afterwards mentioned the incident to 
one of his lady's intimates 5 fhe was highly 
entertained with it, and declared, fhe would 
make her friend acquainted with it. She at 
the fame time informed me, that this flower 
of gallantry, at home, appeared to be the 
moft: docile and fond help-mate ihe ever 
knew, 

I never heard any more from or of this 
mirror of knighthood, till I read in the 
news-papers, fome (hort time after, that he 
had made his entree into the family vault. 
And I much fear the proof he gave of his 
aftivity upon the above-mentioned occafion, 
fent him fome years fooncr to his long home, 
than if he had afted the part of a fober citi- 
zen, and the difcreet father of a numerous 
family. I am the more induced to draw 
this concluiion, from its being announced 
that his death was occafioned by an afthma, 
which proved fatal from the breaking o( a 
blood-veflcl. 

Not long after, Mrs. Smith, : a relation of 
the knight, (whom I have more than once 
mentioned) came to put me in mind of the 
thirty pounds I flood indebted to him, left 
it fhould be demanded at an inconvenient 
time. As fhe informed me 6f his death, fhe 
accompanied the information with tears, the 
common tribute paid to a worthy coufin. 
Seeing which^ I could not help telling her 
of his gallant attack upon mc« As ihe was 

a pat* 
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a pattern of virtue herfelf, (he no fooner re- 
ceived the intelligence, than (he wiped )^way 
the pearly drops, and had recourfe to the 
other female weapon, by which (he forcibly 
proved her inveterate abhorrence of connu- 
bial infidelity. 

As I know not that I fhall be able to ter- 
minate this letter with a more memorable in- 
cident than the foregoing, I will do fo, ere 
the fmile has left your face ; for I am fure 
even my lifelefs reprefentation of it, muft 
have raifed that pleafurable appearance on 
your lovely countenance. — What hilarity 
would it have afforded you, had you been a 
difinterefted fpedtator of the laughable fcenc! 
— I have no doubt but you would have en- 
joyed it even in a higher degree than I did. 
— Not even Shakfpere's fat knight, in any of 
the humourous diftreffes his wanton attacks 
on the dames of Windfor led him into, 
could furniih you with a furer fund of mirth, 
than the amorous fally of my city knight 
would have done, 

G. A. B^ 



LETTER LXXXIX. 

Decern. 2, 1 7— « 

THE fummer following, his majefty of 
Denmark vifited England ; when Mr. 
Garrick, who wanted performers, as all thofe 
belon^ng to the London theatres had by 

thia 
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this time joined their feveral companies in 
their funnmer excurfions, and none were to 
be collefted upon the occafion but ifliofe at 
Richmond, made application to Mr. Wood- 
ward, and requefted that he would aflc me. 
I complied with great readinefs, but upon 
condition that leave was obtained of the 
afting manager. Mr. Woodward thought 
this unneceflary, and faid he intended ap- 
plying to Mr. Harris, who would, no doubt, 
fign a liberty for me, at the fame time he did 
for him. 

The firfl: piece we performed was the 
** Sufpicious Hufband," in which I played 
Clarinda. Upon my appearance, there was 
one perfon hiflfed. As this was a falutatioa 
I was not acquainted with, I could not help 
receiving pain from it ; but upon Mr. Gar- 
rick's faying it was apparent malice, as the 
general opinion was evidently for me, 1 com- 
pofed myfelf, and played as well as I 
could. 

" The Provoked Wife" was the-fccond 
piece that we performed, in which I appear- 
ed in the charaiSber of l^dy Fanciful. In the 
laft Aft, the perfon, whofe bufmefs it was, 
not having called me, Mr. Garrick was juft 
going to be witty upon the occafion, as you 
may recoiled my worthy friend, Mr. Quin, 
was upon my non-appearance, from a very 
particular incident, many year« before ; but 
my entering juft as he had ad van«d. for that 

purjpofe, 
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purpofc, prevented his wit from being for 
that time made known ; and I could never 
find out wliat occafion he would have fixed 
x>n to fhew his fatire. 

I muft here add, that the incidents may 
mot be difunited, that the beginning of the 
next feafon, his Danifh Majefty came to fee 
^^ Jane Shore," at Covent-Garden, in which 
I played Alicia ; when obferving the royal 
vifitor to prefer the charms of Somnus to the 
Tragic Mufe, and unwilling that he fhould 
lofe the fne ailing it might be fuppofed he 
came to fee, I drew near to his box, and 
with a moft violent exertion of voice, which 
the part admitted, cried out, " Oh ! thou 
« falfe Lord!" by which I fo efFeftually 
^oufed his majefty, that he told the unfortu- 
nate Comte de Bathmore, (who, as I have al- 
ready informed you, ufed to be a frequent 
vifitor at my houfe) that he would not be 
married to a woman with fuch a bell voices 
^pon any account, as he fhould never ex«- 
peft to fleep. 

This fummer Mr. Powell died. The laft 
time I ever faw him he requefted my par- 
don, and affured me he would make atone- 
ment, the next winter, for the injury he had 
-done me in my profeflion. 

The concluding feafon of my agreement 
I was feldom called upon at the theatre j 
and indeed the fevere indifpofition I had un- 
dergoncy had left me fo weak^ that I ihould 
. ' - have 
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have executed my duty with great difficulty, 
as I always made it an invariable rule to play 
when called upon, were I able to rife j nor 
did I ever engage perfons to applaud me, or 
pay the doers ofthe papers to put in puffs to 
impofe upon the public, under the fignature 
of " Impartial Writers." 

Now I am upon this fubjeft, I will fend, 
you a fpecimen of the dependence that in 
general is to be placed on the accounts given 
in the papers by thofe fort of writers. 
Though it happened many years before the 
period I am upon, yet it will not be the lefs 
a-propos here. 

During the memorable run of " Romeo 
** and Juliet," at Drury-Lane, the late Sir 
John Hill, who had not at that time beeo 
knighted, was the Editor of a news-paper^ 
I think it was called the " Gray's-Inn Jourr 
" nal," but am not fure. In that paper, he 
did me the honour to be very lavifti in my 
praife, for which I gave him credit, as I had 
not then the pleaCure to know him. 

Upon my return to Covent-Garden, he 
one evening fwam into the Green-Room, 
during the reprefentation of that play,.. and 
when I was called to go to thebalcony^ the 
fcenc on which he had been moit exuberant 
in his eulogiiims, he greatly aftoniflied me 
by faying, ** I muft go and fee it, for. I hear 
♦* it is the fineft piece of afting in the whole 
*' perforouucet" I could not re£ft turning 

back^ 
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back, to afk him if he had not wrote a critique 
upon it ? To which he replied, with a be- 
coming non cbalence, that he had written it 
from what he heard at the Bedford, and never 
till that evening had an opportunity of fee- 



ing It. 



As " Romeo and Juliet," was a ftanding 
difh at both theatres, at that period, for two 
years running, it might be fuppofed that all 
the critiques of that gentleman, as well as 
the fraternity in general, were equally the 
refult of obfervation and judgment. In- 
deed I believe moft of the praife or cenfure 
we read in the papers, is put in by the par- 
tizans or enemies of the performers ; except 
in new pieces, when the editors think it 
their duty to give the public, with an ac- 
count of the performance, the merits or de- 
merits of the aftors and aftreflcs. 
' Excufe this loitg digreflion. I will now 
return to my narrative.— This fummer I was 
not only difengaged from the theatre, but 
from my employment at Comte Haflang'sj 
which was occafioned by the following cir- 
cumftance : I had borrowed, fome time be- 
fore, forty guineas of Mr. Woodward to pay 
his coal-merchant i for though I would not 
receive any pecuniary favours from that gen- 
tleman myfelf, I made no fcruple to borrow 
of him to accommodate others. Mr. Wood- 
ward^ having now occafion for the money, 
and it not being in my power to repay it, I 

applied 
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applied to the Comte for it. His Excellency 
told me he had not that fum by him, but 
referred me to Mrs. Myers. You muft know 
that this lady, who was the widow of his 
valet-de-chambre, had been his houfekeeper, 
but at this period was tranflated to the high 
office of being his governante \ for as his 
Lordlhip was immerfcd in politics, the courts 
the club, and public places, he had aot time 
to manage himjelf* 

Being thus referred to her, I fcnt to fpeak 
with her in the anti-chamber, through which^ 
all the people of falhion pafs to go to the 
chapel gallery. No pen can defcribc the 
ludicrous fcene that pafled upon the occa- 
Son J let it fuffice to fay, that the lady had 
no objedtion to a few oaths> and that (he 
fpoke plain Engliih. At firft it afforded di- 
verfion to the gentlemen who happened to 
be palling through the roonv; but at laft, 
provoked by fome words I unfortunately Jet 
drop, (he poured fuch a torrent of grofs 
^bufe upon her Lord and benefatStor, that I 
took myfelf off; and at the fame time took 
fuch an averGon to her, that 1/ declined 
going to the houfe 5 nor did I ever officiate 
more. 

I now determined to* retire to my houfe at 
Strand on the Green, and wait the iffue of 
whatever (hould happen. In a (hort time I 
received a vi(it from Mr. Cook, a gentleman 
belonging to a particular department in the 

theatre, 
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theatre, who told me he ^vas fofry tabe the 
meffenger of unwelcome news, but he came 
from Mr. Colman to inform me, that if I 
would accept oiftx pounds a week, he would 
engage me ; if not, he fhould no longer 
look upon me as one of the company. 

I could ill brook this meffage, as it was 
adding an infult to an affront. Had Mr. 
Colman fent me a difcharge, it would have 
carried with it more of that candour by 
which his adions are generally guided; 
but as I had certainly treated that gentle- 
man ill, I did not complain ; confcious of 
my crfor, 1 hope he wilt forgive me when I 
declare, that I have fhot my arrow o'er my 
head, which has recoiled and only hurt my«- 
fclf. 

Mr. Harris called upon me that day, or the 
next, and feemed much hurt at the affair. 
He confoled me with the hopes of the fuit 
being foon ended; when, he affured me, 
that I fhould be reinftated ia my former 
Situation. 

A coolncfs had now taken place between 
■Mr. Woodward, who boarded with me at 
Strand, and Mr. Hoole, about fome advice 
the latter had given relative to a benefit. 
This was a feverc ftroke upon me, as it pro- 
duced the fame effeft between the family 
and myfelf. My regard was fincere, and 
was increafed by obligation. 

I had bred up a near relation (a nephew) 

fron\ 
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from an infant, in a manner which would 
be nccefTary to make him appear like a gen- 
tleman, in which line I had then reafon to 
believe I (hould be able to maintain him. 
He was at Weftminftcr, was placed in one of 
the firft boarding-houfes, and enabled to 
keep company with the principal boys in the 
fchool, not only for quality, but genius, 
to whom he feemed to give the preference. 
Among thefe, the Rev. Mr. Hayes, and 
Young Ford, fon of Doftor Ford, both pof- 
fefled of fhining parts, were his particular 
intimates. 

The alteration which had taken place in 
my circumftances, rendered an alteration in 
his mode of education needful ; I therefore 
wrote to my mother, when I was in Scot- 
land, defiring her to take him from Weft- 
minftcr, and place him where he might leara 
•arithmetic; Ihe accordingly did fo, and I 
regularly fent the money to pay the cxpcnccs. 
My young gentleman's pride was mudi hurt 
by this arrangement; but as Mr* "Wood- 
ward had taken him to live atr chambers 
with him, and indulged him in what he 
thought requifite,. we never came to an ex- 
planation till the laft winter. 

I then infornried him that I had found a 
capital houfe in the city that was willing to 
receive him ; to which he replied, with all 
the confequence that would have become a 
Duke had he been infultcd, that I might 

have 
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iavefaved myfelf the trouble, for I had bred 
him as a gentleman, and fhould fupport him 
as fuch. His infolence aggravating me, I 
aflced him, with a fupercilious fmile, why 
he did not fly, and requeft the intereft of 
his fchool- fellow, Sir Watkyn-Williams 
Wynne, of whofe acquaintance he boafted 
fo much ? His anfwer was, before he would 
be a wretched dependent upon any man on 
earth, , he would wait till he was of age 
to be, inlifted, and prefer carrying a muf- 
quet. 

The fpirit of the boy pleafed me, and 
from that hour I refolved not to curb it. He 
was.a great favourite in Mr. Hoolc's family, 
and as that gentleman is poflefled of one of 
the beft of hearts, in addition to his other 
qualifications, it wag not long before he ob- 
tained for my nephew a brevet in the ho- 
nourable the Eaft-India Company's fervice 
at Bombay. 

The difficulty was how to fit him out. 
As my finances were but in an indifferent 
fituation, 1 was obliged to try my credit ; 
and failing in that, to the amount of about 
eighty or ninety pounds, I applied to Mr, 
Woodward, who faid he would advance the 
money upon bis bond; as he well knew, 
though a minor, his principles and honour 
were fuch as he could depend upon. 

My worthy friend Mr. Hoole now intro- 
duced him to a gentleman of the India-: 

Houfe, 
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Houfc, named Corbet ; who not only lent 
him twelve guineas, but fpoke to a Captaia 
in his favour, and (hewed him uncommon 
civilities. Befides this teftimony of fricnd- 
Ihip, I was indebted to Mr. Hoole the fumof 
forty pounds, which I am forry to fay ftiJl 
remains unpaid. Thefe circumftances un- 
doubtedly made me feel this coolncfs mow 
feverely than otherwife I fhould have done, 
and I do not know that any deprivation of 
feeing real friends ever, gave me fuchfcnfiblc 
pain. 

But thefe revolutions in friendfhips are, I 
fee, as certain and unavoidable, as the com- 
mon vicifTitudes in all human affairs. Even 
thofe which appear to be the firmcft found- 
ed; which have a fimilarity of fentimeot 
and difpofition for their bafisj are not fomc- 
times proof againft the feebleft blafts of 
difeord. — How finely has my immortal poet 
defer i bed this frailty, and confirmed the 
foregoing obfervation* ! 

'' Oh ! world, thy flippery turns ! friends aow faft 

** Avorn, 
^' Whofe double boroms feem to wear one heart, 
'' Whofe hours, whofe bed, whofe meal, and extra&t 
'* Are flill together; who twine, as 'twere, in lovtt 
5' Unfeparable ; ihall within this hour, 

* Coriolanus, Aft IV. Scene III* 




O. A. B E L L A M V. I9I 

^* On a difrenfion of a doit^ break out' 
-*« To bitter enmity." 

At the concluifion of the fummer, Mr, 
"Woodward engaged with his former oppo- 
nent, Foote, to go to Scotland, and to play 
4luring the funimer at the little theatre. As 
I had now no bufincfs to call me to town, I 
determined to remain at Strand, and divert 
myfelf with books, birds, and writing. % 
began a comedy; but unfortunately, Thalia 
had no fooner honoured me with a vifit, thaii 
ihe was obliged fwddenly to decamp, upon 
account of the return of a far more difagree- 
able vifitant, .the pain in my fide; a gueft 
'with whofe intrufions I had long been trou- 
bled, and of whom, notwithftanding all my 
^endeavours, I could not totally get rid* 
This obliged me to come to town, as I had 
ino opinion of any of the phyfical gentlemen 
but Mr. Adair, to whofe (kill and unremitting 
attention I had been frequently indebted. 

I had now no dependence but on Comtc 
Maflang's promifed friendfhip, and a few 
jewels, the relidts of Mifs Meredith's lega- 
cy, the very thoughts of parting from 
which, almoft broke my heart, Notwith- 
ftanding this, I wrote to a lady, without 
confidering her tafte for expence, and the 
contraded ftate of my finances, to procure 
jne a lodging for a few weeks, for myfelf 

and 
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and one maid-fervant. Accordingly I fet 
off the next day, leaving the cook, gardener, 
and footnian, to take care of my treafure at 
Strand. 

At the time Mr. Woodward firft made the 
propofal to board with me, he - had laid in 
wine, coals, candles, &c. &c. and infilled 
(as he had engaged for a year, and as he 
hoped I would permit him to return in the 
fummer) upon paying the whole fum he had 
iagreed for, notwithftanding his abfence. 
All falfe punftilio ceafed upon this occa- 
fion ; and, when he fet off for Scotland, he 
left me the quarter's money, together with 
iall his writings, in a ftrong box. 

Being unwilling to hazard a depofit of 
fuch importance in the country whilft I 
was away, I took this box with me to town; 
and finding a ray of my ufual prefentiment 
crofs my mind juft as I arrived in London, 
I inftantly determined that I would not take 
it to Mrs. Moore's, (the Lady I had wrote 
to) though ftie lived in ftile, and kept a 
number of fervants j I therefore ftopt at Mr. 
Coflcy's, in Grofvenor-ftreet, and left it pro- 
videntially in his care. 

When I arrived in South Audley-ftreet, I 
found Mrs. Moore extremely ill, lying upon 
a couch in her drefling-room, which was to- 
wards the fl:reet, her beft rooms being back- 
wards. She informed me, that her woman 
had taken a lodging for me^ agreeable to 

my 



O. A. B E L L A M y» loj 

my rcqucft -f and that it was in Leceifter- 
•ftrcet, at two guineas a week. This intel- 
ligence ftartled me, as I was miftrcfs of but 
nine guineas j and thofe were all I was cer- 
tain of, till I (hould receive Mr. Woodward's 
quarter at Chriftnfias. 

Mrs. Moore infilled upon my (laying the 
night j and indeed, her illnefs induced me 
to do this, as fhe would not fufFer any body 
to fit up with her ; and her bed was one of 
the daughters of the bed of Ware. You 
know fupper is my only meal; therefore, 
when the lady retired to her repofe, I had 
the cloth laid, and a nobleman,' who had 
called in upon a vifit, walked about the room 
while I ate it. About twelve, his Lordfbip 
left me. Upon hearing a loud knock at the 
door, immediately after, I rang, to enquire 
what occafioned it; when the butler inform- 
ed me, that the noble vifitor had met fome 
ill-looking fellows at the corner of the ftreet, 
'who, upon his telling them he feared they 
were upon no good, one replied, *^ Go 
*^ home, my Lord, and be fatisfied there is 
^* no harm intended you/' This induced 
his Lordfliip to return, in order to take a 
ftick he had feen in the hall, as he pafled 
through it, by way of defence. 

As I generally read till I am flecpy, I took 
up a book with me into the bed-chamber, 
and employed myfclf in that manner till I 
heard the clock ftrike two. I then went 

VOL. iv« K into 
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•into bed ; and I had not been laid down five 
minutes, before I heard a great noife in the 
iioufe. Very fortunately tor me this hap-' 
pened after I was undreffed^ otherwife I 
ihould have gone to have checked the fer- 
vants for difturbing their lady, at a time 
when fhe was fo much indifpofed. This was 
a liberty I Ihould have taken at the houfe 
even of a common acquaintance, and much 
more here, where I could be as free asln my 
own. 

In a moment I heard the door of our 
chamber open, and perceived a great glare 
of light ; upon which Mrs. Moore ftarted 
up, and faid, " Mary! Mary J" imagining it 
to be her maid ; when we inftantly heard a 
horrid deep voice, crying, " Lie ftill, or I 
^* will murder you.'* Another exclamation 
x)f the fame nature fucceeded, and fo on to a 
iixth. In Ihort, there was fuch a climax of 
murderous threats, that I verily believe they 
had fludied their leflbns to aggravate our 
fears. 

They now fct about ranfacking the draw- 
ers, and employed themfelves in packing yp 
every thing that was portable. As the room 
looked into the garden, and from its largc- 
ncfs could contain many chefts, they had 
leifure to continue this employment for a 
full hour ; when they retired. You may be 
fure we lay ftill and mute during the whole 
of this tranj^f^ionj and we were now in hopes 

diat 
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that we had got rid of our dreadful vir 
£cors. 

We were, however^ miftaken^J for one of 
^em immediately returned, with a -light 'in 
one hand and a piflol in the other, and drew 
back the curtain. Mrs. Moore naw, for the 
iirft time, broke filence, crying, " You will 
^^ not. murder us!" The wretch feemed to 
deliberate a good while before he anfweredv 
At length, after a Jong paufe, he replied, 
** No/' Upon which my companion con- 
tinued, '* Nor will you murder any of 
*' thofe who ^belong to me, will you ?" To 
this he returned, without any hefitation, 
^* No/' At that inftant a watchman's rat- 
tle was heard, when the fellow threw down 
Jiis piftol and ran away. Though I had 
heard diftinftly all that pad, I had not feen 
any of thefc mancEuvres; for, in my fright, 
I had crept down to the bottom of the bed, 
where I lay more dead than alive ; but upon 
the fellow's retiring, I re-affumed my place 
upon my pillow^ 

The means by which the ruffians had been 
difturbed, were as follow: The houfekeeper 
lay in the front garret ; and having capti- 
vated the butler, he had opened Jiis trenches 
in an honourable way before her : hearing 
the noifc, (he imagined it was her enamorato, 
•whp, having got a glafs too much, whicli 
was fbmetimefi the cafe, was blundering up 
to iier Toom. This inducing her to look 

K 2 over 
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over the balufters^ as it was a well ftair-cafe, 
fhe faw the troop of thieves^ each with a 
light and a piftol, enter her lady's room. 
Seeing this, fhe went into the balcony, where 
fhe waited till the watchman came his 
rounds, and then gave the alarm. 

The watchman obferved, that the lamp 
had been taken out of the glafs globe at the 
door, and that the window over it was open. 
This had been left fo by the careleflhefs 
of the houfe-maid. As foon as the watch- 
man obferved this, he made ufe of his rat- 
tle, which fo frightened the fellows, that 
dropping their booty, they each fhifted for 
himfelf. The man who had returned to 
our room, finding himfelf alone, made his 
way into the garden, and leapt into the 
next area; where, after hiding fome trin- 
kets which he had fecreted from his af- 
fociates, he was taken by Colonel Sloper's 
fervants. 

Being delivered by them to the watch- 
men^ who by this time were aflembled in 
a confiderable body, on promife of lenity, 
he gave information where his companions 
were to be met with, and five more of them 
were taken. Two others, who had been 
left as a guard over Mrs. Moore's men fer- 
vants, by being near the garden, had found 
means to make their efcape. One of thcfc 
two, whilft he was fccuring the butler, 
informed him, that one of the gang wanted 

to 
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to ftab the nobleman as he went out; but a 
youth, who was but jiift returned from 
cranfportanon; and had only joined them chat 
day, had objedled to their committing mur- 
der. The butler hearing his millrefs juft 
then fcream, he faid to the fame man, 
*' I hope they arc not murdering my mif- 
trefs!" To which the fellow replied, " I 
^' hope fo tooi but one of them is a bloodjr 
^' dog; and had I money to go Abroad, I 
*' would leave them." This he probably 
did, as he was one of thofc who made 
their efcape, and has not been heard of 
fince, ' 

In the morning, all the fix were brought 
ifor Mrs. Moore to fwear to the perfon tna; 
had come with the piftol to her bed-fide. 
Upon feeing them:^, ftic fixed on the youth 
before-mentioned, who was quite an agree- 
able la4« As (he; was about to take th^ 
path, he told her to be Qautious of what ihc 
was going to do, as an oath wjis a very^r 
cred bufinels: an admonition, which, as it 
came from one of that calling, feemed to 
aftonilh all prefent. As for myfelf, I wa$ 
not at Mrs. Moore's when the cavalcade ar- 
rived 5 for I no fooner heard of their ap- 
proach, than r ran over to the Neapolitan 
ambaflador's, where I remained till they 
were gone. Though I needed not to have 
been afraid of being called upon, as my 
tcftimony could have been of no manner 

K 3 • . ■ of 
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of \j{c, from my haring played IczSt in 
fight. 

To make (hort of my flmy^ ^ich I fear 
you think already too long^ five of the 
wretches who had occafioned our fright 
were executed ; and the yomh, in whofe 
behalf ibme favourable circumftances ap- 
peared, was once more tranlported. What 
made his cafe the more pitiable was> that 
he belonged to a family of feme opulence 
and credit, I have fince been informed, 
that his (ifter at that very time rode in her 
coach and fix. 

It will be neceflary, that I fliould juft 
acquaint you with the circumftances which 
occafioned this robbery, as they too often 
arife from fimilar imprudences. Mrs. 
Moore's butler had been fent into the city 
to receive a confiderable fum of nxmcy, 
which he had depofited in a canvas bag. 
As the amount was all in gold^ except 
one thirty pound note, it made a figure. 
Before he got home, he called at a pub- 
lic- houfe in the neighbourhood for a pint 
of porter. Whether he was really tired of 
his load, or from a motive of oftentation 
to Ihew his treafure, he fet the bag that 
contained it upon the table. One of the 
fellows, who afterwards broke into his mif* 
treis's houfe, happening to fit near him, 
upon obferving the butler's load, afked him, 
with an appearance of furprife, whether 

that 
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ttiat was all gold? To which the butler 
a/ifrly repKcd in the affirmative; and noD 
content with this> opened the bag to con- 
vince him* From that hour the houfe waa^ 
watched j and on the Sunday night follow- 
ing, the very night my ill fate drove me to»» 
fleep there, they found means to efFeft their 
puppofes* 

Your wicked wits have faid, in ridicule to 
our fex, that a woman's poftfcript is generally^ 
longer than the letter itfelf. I think I (land 
£)me chance of incurring the fame reflcftiorr* 
for my ilory-telling j the additions feenrringf 
likely to be more prolix than the ftory itfelf^ 
prolix as it has been. I cannot, however^* 
help giving you an inftance of infenfibilicy 
it produced, which is as extraordinary as anyi" 
} ever heard of. 

The nobleman who had fallen in withr^ 
the thieves the night of the robbery^ wcnr 
to Newgate to fee them ^ when^the youth I^ 
have been fpeaking of, accofted his Lord-^ 
ihip, and, with as much unconcern as if he 
had been an indifferent pcrfon,- faid, " If 
** you pleafe, my Lord, I will (hew you the 
^ felons/* And upon his Lordfhip's enquir-^ 
ing of him,' wlw they did not rob him, ar 
they had fo favourable an opportunity ?• 
he told hira> there were two reafons for 
it; the one was, becaufe they had' better 
game in view, as they always preferred 
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waiting upon the ladies to the gentjemen ; 
and the other was, that officers in the 
guards, (you muft obfcrvc that his Lord- 
fhip was f>erfonally known by them) were 
faid to have fo many calls for their mo- 
ney, that they feldom carried much about 
them ; fo that the attack would have been 
attended with certain danger, and an un- 
cenain profit, which it would have been 
hnprudent to hazard. 

When the news of the robbery was Ipread 
abroad, the houfe was like a fair. I there- 
fore took my leave of Mrs. Moore, on the 
Monday evening, and went to my new lodg- 
ings; for I really believe I could never 
have /ept in the houfe, had I continued in 
it for ever. 

To what an immoderate length has this 
robbery obliged me to extend my prefent 
letter 1 for it would have left your curiofity 
in a difagreeablc fufpenfe, had I, '^ like 
'* Butler's ftory of the Bear and Fiddle, 
** began*— —and broke off in the middle." 
Could I have forefeen, when I firft entered 
upon it, that it would have fo much ex- 
tended my ufual bounds, I believe I ihould 
have totally omitted it.— Buc as I was, 
though the greateft part of the tioie an in- 
vifibli performer, fo capital a one in the 
piece; and the impreffion made on my 
mind by the Ihocking reprefentation. will 

never 
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never be eradicated, I could not pafs it over 
in filence. 

G. A. B. 



LETTER XC, 

Dec. 15, 17— 

WHEN I got to liny new lodging.^ I 
found that my maid who had com? 
up in the ftage, was arrived there, and had. 
brought the thiags I (hould want. Un- 
luckily for meip the pre fen t ft ate of my frnan^ 
ces, the perfon that kept the houfe had beerv 
accuftomed to provide every neceflary fijf^ 
her lodgers. Thisji however, was conye-iy 
nient for me, as my haud-maid, who waS| 
pretty, for you know I cannoft be fatisficd iif 
thofe about me are only paffable, could dc^ 
little elfe but drefs me and work at her nee-i 
die. I therefore was obliged to accept o^ 

her proffered feryice, though it. Yasattefide4 
with an extraordinary, expence. . { 

His excejkncy Cornte Ha^ang now fcni 
me the money he had promifed me-). an4 
which I had almoft given over,, as therjp 
wer-e three months due. Mr* Woodward 
hearing: of . the robbery, ; fent me immcdiu 
gtely a draft upon a pr ioter ii\ FJeet-ftreejj 
whpfe i^ame I have forgot. )As } was toci^ 
ill to ,go with y: myfelf, I feat ^ Strand 
for my. foot-boy to come to town, . for 4 
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found it inconvenient to be without him ; 
and my kind landlady offered me a bed for 
him, in fuch a manner, that I underftood it 
was to be gratis. 

When he came to town, I fent him with 
the bill for acceptance. As he was going 
into the city for this purpofe, attradted by 
the warbling of a fyren in Leicefter- fields, 
he flood among a group of gaping audi- 
tors to liflen; when one of the nim- 
ble-fingered gentry eafed him of his hand- 
kerchief, and at the fame time of the bill, 
iRfhich the wife-acre had carefully tied up in 
the corner of it. In confequence of this 
lofs he was afraid to return. Wondering 
what could detain him, I was not a little un- 
eafy; not from any appreh^nfion of my 
treafure, you know me too well to fup* 
pofe that could give me a moment's un- 
eafinefs, but from my fervant's being a 
country lad, and totally unacquainted with 
the city. He, however, at length came 
iiomc, and with a long face told me his 
piteous tale ; upon which I thought it ne- 
ceffary to fend a note to the perfbn on 
whom the bill was drawn, to acquaint him 
of the accident ; and whether the thief was 
apprehenfive of prefenting it, or faw the 
lad coming out, I cannot fay, but it was 
never heard of more. Luckily I did not 
|u(): at that time ftand in Jieed pf the mo- 

Mr 
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My health being re-eftaWifhed by the af- 
fidance of my worthy friend Mr. Adair, I 
went frequently to my houfe at Strand, 
where the inhabitants are moftly fifliermen. 
My honeft neighbours exprefTed the greateft. 
iatisfaftion whenever they faw me; and as 
even feeming regard is plealing, though 
from ftrangers, and the refidence where you 
fuppofe yourfelf loved, always has the pre* 
ference, I chofe to fpend my Chriftmas 
there. When I came to refledt on the nar- 
row cfcapc Mr. Woodward's box of writings 
had met with, I could not but congratulate 
myfelf on my having depofited them in ^ 
place of fafetyr Had they been loft, I fhould 
never have forgiven myfelfj though no 
blame could have been imputed to me, as a 
truft of fuch confequence would have afFeft- 
ed me infinitely more than if it had beeor 
i»y own-. 

I had at this time frequent vifits from Mr. 
Harris, and fometimes from Mr. I^ake, who 
had purchafed' a part ofi Mr. Rutherford's 
ihare> as he had been obliged to ^ifpofe of 
his'fourth.- In thefe interviews, I was af- 
fured, that no reconciliation fhould take place ' 
without my being made a partv. I foon ^ 
found London too expenfive for me; I 
therefore difcharged my lodging, and re- 
turned to take up my abbde entirely in 
my little rural refidence, where I could live 
infinitely cheaper than in Lcicqfter-flreet. 

K6 For 
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For the good lady vhoic apartments^ bad 
been taken for me) having, been accuf-*' 
tomed 'to good lodgers and good livingi 
to fliew her tafte, generally provided 
enough to ferve the whole family^ conr>pany 
and all; notwithftanding I every day lent 
down word that 1 never eat but of one diib. 
This was attended with an expence I could 
by no means afford -, and not being 2b\t to 
Ihut my ears any longer to the whiipers of 
prudence, I determined on a removal,. 

Though I thus lived in retirefnent and fo« 
litude, not a moment pafled without fome 
employnDent, for it is that alone which can 
make life fupportable. How have I been 
furprifed to hear people complaining of 
tinie's hanging heavy on their hands !— For 
my own part, I have often, very often, 
*' chid the hafty-footed time** for flying fo 
faft. — The complaints of having nothing to 
do, is fuch a vulgarifm> that I wonder any 
perfons, who make the leaft pretence to feel- 
ing, can degrade themfelves by the acknow- 
ledgment, — Thus beautifully has my much 
regretted friend Thomfon*, painted the ftate 
of thofe who truly enjoy life. 

^ An elegant fofficiency, content, 

•• Retirement, rural quiet, friendihip, bocks, 

•* Bafi auJ alternate labour, uftful life, 

•f Progrefiive virtue, and approdng Heaven." 

This 



This is Qjuft (ketch of thcTuprcm^ftvhappi^ 
nefs this fublun^ry ilate will adrmt of^ Ua- 
lefs every hour be employed -in* fomc ufeful 
Ga»cern,.or innocent amufcmentj'lifc oannor 
be laid to be enjoyed.?— The idle only cxift;, 
the bufy live. . 

About this period,-! received a JH)tc fronii 
Mr. FootCy' who was- lately returaod iron* 
Scotlandjiinfortning nie, that he h«d lefc 
Mr. Woodward well, and had taken for hiih 
a houfe,mear his own, at Little ChcHca. He. 
d e fired vl would go to look at it, and get it 
in readinefe for his reception at his return,, 
which wojLild bte in a month or (ik weeks«. 
He then requested to ftc tne; as "his theatre 
was ready to receive me ^ which he would 
do with open amis, ifliould an engagement 
be agreeable to me. ' t 

I accordingly went to fee the houfc, but 
found it only a hovel, and very inconve- 
nienty but for a perfonwJio had another ha^ 
bitation, and kept this only to fave appear- 
ances^ As I was fenfibie there could be no<lti^ 
plicity in Mr. Woodward's charafter, yet 
as, at the fame time, I knew he could not be 
without the affiftance of perfons of the fa?** 
culty, I declined having any thing to do ill 
the affair. In the fame letter which con- 
veyed to Mr, Foote my fentiments on that 
head, I thanked him for his kind offer, but 
told him that neither my health nof fpirits 
would permit me to accept of ic^ • ^ 

3 Ind^^d, 
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Indeed, the/ormer was reftored to z tole« 
rable ftatei but as for my fpirits, chofe 
fpirics which you have fo often admired^ 
which the firfl: geniufes of the age have coiu 
defcended to be pleafed with, and '^ which 
^^ have To often fet the table in a roar/' they 
were gone, gone I fear, for ever. In this 
fallen fituation, what figure could 1 hope to 
make with that fon of laughtec, our modern 
Ariftophanes ! Befidcs, the hopes I had of 
being again retained in the fervice of the 
mufc I had fo long had the honour of repre- 
fenting with fuccefs, would have prevented 
me, had I been in a vein to play tbefirftfiddU^ 
^ a noble lady once faid I did. 

Had the Hay-market Theatre been then 
upon the pla» it now is, I know not a per- 
former, if they were able to go through the 
fatigue, but would gladly have accepted of 
an engagement,, be their coniequence what 
it would* Mn Colman is indefatigiU)Iei 
and fpares no expence to< indulge and enter- 
tain the town. The former manager depended 
moftly upon his own (Irength, and his own 
pieces; which gave but very few opportunities 
for a performer in any capital line to make a 
tolerable figure. 

Mr. Wood ward, upon his return fromScot« 
land, was prefled to play three or four nights 
at York; where, as in everv other place^ he 
was juftljr admired. Wnen he came to 
town^ I informed him of my r(3edion o£ 

the 
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the houfc 5 he feemed to approve of my hav- 
ing done fo^ as he faid^ he had not given 
Mr. Foote any fuch commiflion^ it being 
impoffible for him to live in the ftylc of a 
bbn vivanty like the wit his employer, nor 
could he exift by himfelf. Here he was pleafed 
to pay me a compliment, that my humbled 
vanity now forbids me to repeat. 

During the fummer, the manager reaped * 
a plenteous harveft, with very little trouble ; 
which was in a great meafure owing to fuch 
a favourite aAor as Mr* Woodward making 
one of his company, after an abfence of fe- 
veral months. At the conclufion of it, thofe 
two gentlemen made a party to go through 
France. Finding myfelf in the fame turn of 
mind, I took a trip to Boulogne, where I 
paid a vifit to the Convent in which I fpent 
my early days, and had the pleafure of fee- 
ing Mother St. Francis, the nun for whom 
I entertained fo much refpeft and affedion. 

Upon the fight of this much-loved abode 
of innocence and felicity, I could not help 
again regretting, with heart-felt anguifli^ 
my having ever been forced to leave its 
peaceful walls. After what I had experi* 
cnced from the duplicity of mankind, the 
viciflitudes of fortune, and the unfatisfafto- 
tinefs of the pleafures of the gay world, I 
fincerely lamented that I had not preferred 
the certain tranquillity to be found here, to 
the delufive joys an unconfined life affords. 
4 You 



208 THE LIF£ OF 

You will fay, I doubt not, from the 
knowledge you have of my diipQfition> that 
I am always in extremes ; now penlive to a 
degree, and wiftiing myfclf buried in the 
gloom of a cloi(ler> now living beyond all | 
bounds, and dying for connpany and gaiety. 
—That this is my temper, I candidly ac* 
knowledge — not a particle of moderation is 
contained in this frame of mine. — Medio- 
crity and I are ftrangers. — But whilft I make 
this acknowledgment, let me hope it will 
be admitted as fome palliation for my er« 
lors. To err is human. But as thefe, like 
my fpecch, have ever been Ipontaneous and 
unpremeditated^ and always attended with 
fincere compunftion ; may they, upon this 
account, be viewed with a lefe rigorous eye. 
It is now time, that I leave this bewitching 
convent, which, whenever I vifit it, awakens 
thofe religious propenfities that, amidft 
all my wanderings, are ftill inherent in my 
heart. — Suppofe me then once more in 
England. 

Befc re the geniufes of comedy returned 
from their tour, Mr. Harris called upon mt 
one day, and as I was not at home, defired 
niy ibrvant to inform me,, that he would 
dine with me the next day. But as he was 
BCturning to town, he met me at Turn ham- 
Green, and went back with me. He then 
told me, that Mr. Colman and the other 
proprietors were on the eve of being recon- 
ciled. 
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ciled, and that I might depend upon being 
included as one of the firft articles of the 
treaty. 

Always relying upon a promifc, from a 
confcioufnefs of the facred light in which 
I view an obligation of that nature my- 
felf, I was as much affured of Mr. Harris's 
performing that he had now made me,. as. 
if my articles had been figned, and in my 
pocket. Accordingly, when Mr. Woodward 
returned to England, upon his enquiring 
what had been done, I informed him of my 
certainty of an engagement. To this he made 
tiO reply ^ and juft as I was going to enq^uire 
the reafon of hjis filence upon the fubje6t,r 
the fervant brought me a letter. I founct 
It to be from my mother, who was but juft 
returned ;to town, from Oxfordfhire, wjicre 
Ihe gener^ly (pent :fhp fummer with a fa- 
mily by ; whonai Jier company, was aiuck 
courted 4 .Sh^^^nfetrnti^d me therein, that 
Mr. Harris hit4 j.uft calUed at hef houfe^i and 
defired to fee htethp). next day in Brewer- 
ftreet, where he would meet me, as very 
particular bufineft: rendered', it impoffible 
for him te^ conjte tft Straftd. . 

Upon readingrfiiiiletter to Mi^. Woodward^ 
his countenance fecaied to clear up a little,, 
for. his looks were always a true b^rometei" 
to his fentimcnts. He was a man that might 
be truly faid to carry his heart in his hand.. 
He was above difguife; and you might 

read 
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read in his countenance, with uncommon 
pcrfpicuity, what paflfed in his bofom.. But 
the doubt that had prevented himi from 
congratulating me upon the occafion, was 
not yet quite cleared away. For he laid,.^ 
with great compofure, ^^ I doubt y«t/' 

I ordered the chaife to be ready ar 
nine, that I might have the pleafure of 
brcakfafting with my mother, whom I had 
not feen for fome time. The nuinager came 
an hour before that on which he had appoint^ 
ed to meet me; and I believe would not have 
been difjpleafed, had I difobeyed his fum<^ 
monsi for the moment he came in, I could 
not avoid obferving, from his manner of ac« 
coding me, that all was not right. The 
great mafter of nature makes Brutus * fay, 
** Ever note, Lucilius> when love begins to 
** ficken and decay, it ufeth an enforced 
** ceremony.*' Andjudging by this Judicious 
remark of the great Roman> I plainly per- 
ceived that the regard Mr. Harris had fa 
lately profeffed for me, had begun to ficken 
and decay. 

Nor was I deceived in the application % 
for my fuppofed fuperior was no fooner 
feated^, than he informed me that the pro* 
prictors were reconciled. But how was J 
lurprifed, when he added, that he had 
mentioned an engagement for me, but Mr^ 

• 

• JuJiui C«far, Aa IV. Scene 11. 

Leake 
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Leake not fcconding it^ as he cxpefted, k 
was not to be procured ; as upon the firft 
mention of k^ Mr. Colman had declared, thac 
he would fooner fee the theatre in flames, 
and himfclf in the nnidft of it, than confent 
to nny ever being of the company. 

I was free enough to tell him, that he 
might at leaft have deferred this intelli- 
gence till an opportunity had offered for his 
communicating it to me j or he might have, 
conveyed it to me in a letter, and not have 
brought me to town upon fuch a fleevelefs 
errand. To whicjh he replied, that as Mr. 
Colman was anxious to engage Woodward» 
he fent for me to advife me to prevail upoii 
my friend not to engage without me. 

Rage is not my prevailing weaknefs^ 
otherwife 1 ihould have found it roufed upon 
this occafion. On the contrary, I gene- 
rally (bffer in filence for the mifcondu^t of 
others^ and fmother my anger. I had, how- 
ever, juft* power to fay in anfwer to thit 
inftilt, that I had too much fpirit to be 
tacked to the agreement even of the firft 
performer that trod ' the ftage 5 and too 
much merit to be unemployed, and take a 
falary for nothing, Mr. Harris bowed ; (kid 
he admired my fbntiments; and we then 
parted, with as much ceremony and cold 
good breeding, as if we had never met be- 
fore^ 
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fore* Thus one halfhourdeftroyed a friend' 
fliip, which to appearance promifed, but 
three days before, a much greater degree w 
permanence. 

Here could I once more launch out on ihe 
fliiftuation of all things in life, and the cer- 
tain difappointments that attended every 
plcafine expeftation of mine. But caufes for 
doing this have fo frequently occurred in the 
foregoing pages, that I have nearly cxhaufted 
the fubjefti and I would by no means 
hazard a charge of repetition, which, from 
piy not keeping copies, of my letters, might 
liflppen^ 

G. A. B. 
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